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We are desired by the publisher to remind sub- 
scribers that the date up to which their paper is 
paid for is noted distinctly on the yellow label of 
direction. In cases where that date is already 
passed, he trusts that the remiss subscribers will 
hasten to make payment accordingly, that they 
may enter upon the new year with a receipt and a 
clear conscience. 


An extended Index of Contents for the year 1877 
goes out to our subscribers with this issue of The 
Sunday School Times. This is supplemental to the 
usual full number of pages of each number of the 
paper. From the many requests already received 
for this Index ,we are confident that it will be valued 


by those readers who have preserved their copies of | man in shirking a duty, or in leaving a station, 


the paper for binding. 





This week we give to our readers four full pages| through his removal. 
of lesson matter, in addition to the extended article | away, he does a wrong, and both he and others 
on the theme of the lesson by Professor Austin | will suffer in consequence. 
Phelps—which appears among the general contribu- | another man there ; but God chose to give the place 
tions. It will thus be seen that the supply of lesson | to him. 
helps arranged for 1878 is larger than ever before; | Therefore let every man feel that he is essential to 
and we trust that it will be found, as a whole, to be | the progress of any work in which God has given 


better than that of any former year. 


new story for The Sunday School Times was “ What 
She Could.” But being reminded that a book by 
Miss Warner, published by the Carters, already bears 
that name, Mrs. Cooke has done “ what she could” 
to give clear identity to her story by calling it‘ Happy 
Dodd; or, She Hath Done What She Could.” Un- 
der this new name its publication in our columns 
will.shortly begin. The first chapters of it are 
already in hand. 


The boys of to-day are much like the boys of 
former days. The Interior, of Chicago, reiterates our 
declaration that a Sunday-school teacher loses power 
when he loses his temper, and says that a mission- 
school boy of this generation gave precisely the same 
rebuke to Mr. Charles M. Morton, when he lost his 
temper, that we mentioned as given to the editor of 
The Times, under like circumstances, just twenty- 
five years ago. 


It is with peculiar gratification that we mention, 
that at the close of the year 1877 the regular circu- 
lation of The Sanday School Times and its accom- 
panying series of lesson helps combined, is upwards 
of 300 000 copies. As this shows a net gain of more 
than 200 000 copies within two years—in what are 
called “dull times”’ and “times of sharp competi- 
tion,” it gives us encouragement to hope for steady 
and substantial progress now that these periodicals 
are fairly before the public. 


The Rev. George A. Peltz, in whom our readers 
have so warm an interest, is fairly settled down in 
his Jamestown home, by the borders of Chautauqua 
Lake. Before he left Philadelphia, the teachers of 
the Memorial Baptist Sunday-school—which he had 
for some time superintended—gave him a testimo- 
nial of their regard and affection in the exercises of 
a parting service and the festivities of a social 
gathering. On his arrival at his new field of labor 
he was welcomed by church and Sunday-school with 
appropriate services of greeting. He has recently 
been to Toronto to lead the annual Sunday-school 
institute of that city, as reported on another page. 
Mr. Peltz still retains an editorial connection with 
The Times, and contributes more.or less of material 
to its every issue. He also bears a part in the 
preparation of The Scholars’ Quarterly. 


No man need feel that he is so important in any 
position that the world would suffer through his 
taking away. God—who rules over all—is not 
dependent on man’s agency. If one man or another 
falls at his post, or is removed from it, the cause 
which he seemed to represent, if not to uphold, goes 
on as before. But this fact will not justify any 


assigned to himin the plan of God. If God takes 
aman away, God will see to it that there is no loss 
If the man takes himself 
God could have put 
If he fails, God permits trouble to follow. 


him a part, and that he cannot of his own motion, 
or for his own pleasure, retire from that work with- 





The title chosen by Mrs. Rose Terry Cooke for her | out bringing harm to it; yet that if God ealls him 


away from it, the work will do quite as well with- 
out him as with him. 


An important addition to the editorial force of The 
Sunday School Times is made in securing to it Pro- 
fessor Isaac H. Hall, Ph.D., LL.B., recently of the 
Syrian Protestant College at Beirut. Professor 
Hall is well known in both Europe and America as 
a learned and accurate biblical echolar. He is a 
valued member of the American Oriental Society, 
of the Society of Biblical Archeology, of London, and 
of other kindred associations, here and abroad, and 
has been an important contributor to their varied 
publications. His recent discovery of a new manu- 
script edition of the Syriac New Testament has called 
fresh attention to his labors in the sphere of biblical 
research. An extended sketch of this manuscript 
was given not long agoin The Independent; and 
The Nation reported fully the estimate of its 
importance entertained by members of the American 
Oriental Society. General Di Cesnola, in his new 
work, “Cyprus: Its Ancient Cities, Tombs and 
Temples,” repeatedly acknowledges his indebtedness 
to Professor Hall in the deciphering of Cypriote 
inscriptions. Already this competent student has 
rendered service to many readers of The Sunday 
School Times by giving explanatory notes in the 
Scholars’ Quarterly for the first quarter of 1878, and 
by noting some of the Orientalisms of the lessons for 
the opening year, as well as by general contributions 
to our columns. He is now to give his full strength 
to the varied departments of this paper and its 
accompanying publications. This is an addition to 
the full editorial corps before announced for 1878. 





PREPARING TO PRAY. 


So much interest has been manifested in the com- 
ments already made by us on the misconceptions and 
misuses of the opening prayer in Sunday-school, 
that we are inclined to pursue the subject yet further. 
Indeed, our work would be sadly incomplete if we 
only pointed out the faults which are common in 
those who seek to lead in Sunday-school prayer, 
without giving hints concerning methods in this 
service which seem wise and desirable. Calling 
attention to errors is important as provoking a desire 
for a better state of things; but unless a way of 
improvement is also indicated, the effort of such a 
criticism is rather to discourage or to offend those 
who recognize their liability to the faults which it 
exposes, 

Realizing that there are wrong ways of making an 
opening prayer in the Sunday-school, and that he 
who attempts to lead others in supplication and 
thanksgiving is liable to think too little of those 
whom he is set to lead_—or too much of them,—a 
superintendent naturally asks himself, How can I 
know how to pray? How can I hope to avoid theee 
errors in public prayer, to which I am evidently 
liable? The general answer to every such question 
is, Make careful preparation for your prayers as a 
leader in worship. This answer being given, other 
questions follow and must be met concerning the 
details of method in judicious study for proper 
praying. 

No man who knows in advance that he is to lead 
others in prayer has a right to neglect preparation 





for this service. In his closet he may pour out his 





+: 00s + SALTY ter re AS 
. 


== 


rk nad 


ee J 


Se 

















K 
8 








818 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL, ‘TIMES. 





(Vol. XLX., No. 52. 








soul as” freely and spontaneously as he pleases. 
Even in the social prayer-meeting he may sometimes 
let his heart give unrestrained expression to its 
feelings and desires without impropriety. But if he 
is to be a leader in worship—if he is to represent 
others in prayer—it behooves him to carefully con- 
tider those for whom he speaks, and to prepare 
himself to give fitting utterance to their prayers and 
praiser. He has no right to expect to be inspired of 
the Holy Spirit in this service if he neglects all 
needful preparation, any more than he is entitled to 
suppose that he can teach or preach through inspira- 
tion without preliminary study. ‘The men who sneer 
at “ book learning”’ for preachers, or who prate of 
the inepiration of their off-hand prayers, are not those 
whose preaching is edifyirg, or whose prayers are 
peculiarly devotional and inepiriting. Our Lord told 
hia disciples that there were times when they need 
take no thought in advance how or what they should 
epeak before others: for it should be given them in 
that hour what they were to say; but when they 
asked him how they should pray, he did not tell 
them to rely wholly on the inepiration of the hour; 
but he gave for their guidance u pattern of prayer, the 
structure and methods of which he seemed to think 
were worthy of their study. Yet there are ten superin- 
tendents who take pains to make ready for a public 
addreas where there is one who prepares himself for 
a public prayer. Why does any man slight the latter 
service in comparison with the former? Is it because 
he deems it of lessimportance? Or possibly because 
he thinks he has so much more skill and power in 
leading others in an address to God, than in making 
a direct address to his fellows? 

There are superintendents who give much thought 
to the preparation of the prayers they offer in their 
schoole, and they commonly are men whose prayers 
are freer, warmer, more devout, and far more appro- 
priate to the occasion and circumstances of their 
offering, than prayers which were never thought of 
before their utterance—and are not much thought of 
at that time. Two illustrations on this point are, 
perhaps, sufficient to show that the counsel here 
given is based on something more than mere theo- 
rizing, 

The late Professor John S Hart was quite a model 
superintendent in his day. He was a man of disci- 
plined mind, of ripe culture, and of rare devoutness. 
fle had much experience, and much impressiveness 
and unction, in public prayer. If any superin- 
tendent would be justified in feeling that it was 
unnecessary for him to make special preparation for 
an opening prayer in his Sunday-school, it would 
seem to be sucha man as Professor Hart. But on 
the contrary, Ae always prepared himself with much 
pains for this service. He told the writer on one 
occasion, that during all the time he was in charge 
of the State Normal School of New Jersey he made 
particular preparation for each day’s morning prayer 
at the opening of school, and that he still preserved 
the outline plans of all those prayers. 

Writing on this theme to readers of the Saper- 
intendent’s Paper, not long before his decease, 
Professor Hart said of the methods of study for a 
prayer, and of the value of such study: ‘ Each 
week some new want will arise. Some scholar or 
teacher will be sick. Some family connected with 
the school wiil be in trouble. Some inquiring soul 
will be craving for an expression of sympathy. Be 
it your care to study how these various wants may 
find expression in your opening prayer, without 
improper and offensive personalities. Besides these 
wants, each week's lesson, you will find, has certain 
leading thoughts. It has been selected with the 
express design of teaching certain religious truths, 
and these truths have a direct bearing upon the 
daily life of every member of your school, both 
scholars and teachers. Having yourself studied the 
lesson and filled your mind to saturation with the 
truths which it contains, you will find how much you 
need divine help to bring those truths home to your 
heart and conscience, so that you may carry them 





into practical life. This, your want, is the want of 
every teacher and scholar. See how ydu can in your 
prayer, without offense, give utterance(|to this want. 
Try, in short, to turn the lesson into a prayer without 
turning it intoa harangue. Let it be a real prayer, 
addressed to God, not an exposition addressed to the 
school.” Then, in testimony out of his experience 
and observation, Professor Hart added: “As you 
grow older in the service, you may learn that those 
superintendents who have been longest in the Larness, 
and are most familiar with the work, are often the 
very ones who habitually make the most painstaking 
preparation for each specific occasion. I could tell 
you of veteran superintendents who habitually epend 
from one to two hours of each Sabbath evening in 
preparing for the opening service of the next Sabbath. 
Is not the example worthy of your imitation?” 

But it may seem to some that it were easier for 
such a man as Professor Hart, with his habits of 
study, to prepare himself for an appropriate prayer 
than for one unaccustomed to systematic and per- 
sistent study, to doa thing of this sort. “I could 
never study for a prayer,” says one superintendent 
or another. ‘I shouldn’t know how to set about it. 
If I pray at aii, I must ask the Lord to guide and 
help me, and then go right at it, forgetting all about 
theories and plans.” But many a man who has at 
first said the same thing about the study of a lesson, 
has afterwards learned how to fit himself by lesson 
study for lesson teaching. He, then, who never has 
studied for a prayer ought not to feel that he never 
can do it. When he realizes the importance of 
thorough preparation, he can set himself to learn its 
methods. Now for an illustration in this line. 

Three years ago the writer was at a Sunday-school 
in a town in Michigan. The lesson for that day was 
“ The Smitten Rock.” As the superintendent went 
on with his opening prayer, the writer was impressed 
with both its spirit and substance, It was strikingly 
appropriate to the day’s lesson. It was delightfully 
reverent, inspiring, and impressive. It seemed to 
bring together and to uplift the entire school in 
devout and loving communion with God, over the 
theme of the hour’s study, and to express the love 
and the longing of every grateful and needy heart in 
the assembly. The writer felt that he had rarely 
listened to euch a Sunday-school prayer ; had rarely 
been so helpfully led in prayer; and at the close of 
the school, in conversation with the superintendent's 
wife, he expressed his interest in that portion of the 
service. “I am glad you feel so,” was the answer; 
“for my husband gives a great deal of study to his 
Sunday-school prayers.” Ah! that was it. It was 
the same there as elsewhere. Faithful and faith- 
filled work was not without its effect and its reward. 
And at once the writer applied to that superintendent 
to learn his method of preparing to prey ; nor did he 
seek information in vain. 

That superintendent was a railroad conductor, 
having little time—only odd moments at the best— 
for preliminary study of any sort. Early in his 
Sunday-school work he had felt the importance of 
preparation for his opening prayer in the school: 
but for a time he had hesitated to give study to this 
exercise, lest he should deprive it of some of its 
vitality and fervor. Even when he was convinced 
that it would be quite right and safe for him to take 
with him thoughts and words, as well as feeling, 
when he turned to the Lord as the leader of a pray- 
ing Sunday-school, he was yet unfamiliar with wise 
methods of study; but he finally worked out and 
adopted a satisfactory plan. From the beginning of 
each week he would have in mind his next Sunday’s 
prayer, as he studied his next Sunday’s lesson. Fill- 
ing himself with the lesson; becoming imbued with 
its spirit and impressed by its teachings, through 
prayerful study, he would proceed to make an out- 
line of its main features to guide him in the plan of 
a prayer. 

First he would consider in what character God is 
presented _in'the lesson, that He might be addressed 
in that character,—as Father, as King, as Guide, as 





Rock, as Tower, as Captain of Salvation. Then he 
would note the figures or comparisons in the lesson 
by’ which God's dealings with his pecple are shown, 
that they might be employed in the petitions or 
thankrgivings of the prayer. The teachings of the 
lesson would be next observed, that supplications for 
their practical benefits might be offered up for all. 
In closing, there would be an ascription of praise to 
God, in the line of the opening recognition of his 
distinctive character ae shown in that lesson. The 
prayer would be brief, not above three to four minutes 
at the outside; but it would have just as much 
more in it than an ordinary prayer of two or three 
times its length as was secured to it by the added 
study which it represented. 

In the case of the prayer which the writer heard, 
the schedule of preparation had been preserved by 
the superintendent, and it was shown in illustration 
of the method asked for. In that lesson God 
appeared as the merciful and compassionate God, 
and Christ was pictured as the spiritual Rock. The 
opening call of the prayer was, “‘ Most merciful God, 
our kind heavenly Father, help we to drink from 
that epiritual Rock—the Rock Christ Jesus.” 
Among the symbols and likenesses of the lesson 
were the flinty rock, the potent rod, the gushing 
waters. Among the petitions of the prayer were 
these: “And as at the touch of the rod in Moses’ 
hand the refreshing waters came forth from the rock 
in plentiful abundance for the thirsty children of 
Israel to drink, so to-day, blessed Saviour, let 
the touch of our prayers of faith bring forth the 
richest joys of heavenly refreshing from thee—thou 
fount and source of every blessing. And likewise 
may our hearts, touched with the finger of thy love, 
burst forth in joyfal, in triumphant, and in ever- 
lasting praises of our Redeemer and our Lord.” 
The lesson teachings noted were, that all good comes 
from God; that we are in daily dependence upon 
him; that we need his sustaining presence, and that 
we should obey all his commandments. The peti- 
tions based on these teachings were: “ Assist us, we 
pray thee, to fully comprehend the truths taught in 
our lesson to-day: that all good cometh by thee; 
that daily and hourly we are in need of thy sustain- 
ing presence to carry us through the sore perplex- 
ities and trials of this life; and that in ad/things we 
should observe perfect obedience to thy command- 
ments and requirements—perfect submission to thy 
holy will.” The closing ascription was, ‘“‘ And unto 
him who leadeth us in green pastures and beside the 
still waters, and who will at last, if we are faithful 
unto the end, lead us to living fountains of heavenly 
waters which forever flow from out the great white 
throne of God and of the Lamb—unto him be honor 
and glory and dominion, forever and ever. Amen.” 

The fervor and spirit of this prayer are of course 
in a measure lost by a formal quotation of its lan- 
guage; but they were certainly none the less real 
and impressive because of that superintendent's 
intelligent interest in the theme of his prayer, and 
of his previous understanding of what he was to ask 
for. He was not in the habit of writing out his 
phrases of prayer in full, but of noting under the 
several heads what he purposed to pray for. Hence 
he could say, in speaking of the results to himself of 
his preparations, “ When I stand up for prayer, I. 
have not to grope blindly about for this or that and 
the other thing tosay. I have my heads mentaily 
before me, and 1 step from one to the other, and 
when done I have drawn the prayer right out of the 
lesson as water from a well, and tried, at least, to 
make it one which can lift the school with me to 
Jehovah's throne.” He ‘could also confidently say 
of his method of preliminary study, “1t need not 
lessen anything; not reverence, not feeling, not 
zeal; but rather increase all.” Nor need it be a 


cold and mechanical course of preparation which is 
made for such a service; far leas a prayerless one. 
“ Before I undertake the study of the lesson,” said 
this superintendent, “I earnestly ask dear Jesus to 
guide me, to direct my thoughts to those important 
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truths of the lesson which shall most profit me and 
the school. I ask this often during the week; and 
before I stand up for prayer I especially ask his 
help that I may speak aright ; that I may feel what I 
ask, and ask al/ in his blessed name. And I know 
Jesus helps me, and more, that he delights to do so. 
How sweet to have Jesus for a helper!” 

This illustration discloses one plan of preliminary 
study for the opening prayer in Sunday-school. It 
may be suited to many persons. As the superin- 
tendent says of it, “It is a plan which all would find 
easy after a little time. At first, and especially if 
their memory was poor, it would be hard; but study 
will do much, and asking Jesus’ help will do the 
rest.’ Yet no one plan is best for all superin- 
tendents. The chief thing emphasized by such an 
example is the truth that preparation for public 
prayer is wise and practicable, and that it in no 
degree diminishes the spiritual fervor of the prayer. 
If the plan here described seems to be the plan of 
study for prayer. best adapted to your needs, then 
adopt it. If it is not the one for you, then have 
another. Do not attempt to lead others in prayer 
until you have yourself been led in preparation for 
such prayer. ‘ When thou goest to the house of 
God,” and art called to lead in prayer, “ be not rash 
with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to 
utter anything before God: for God is in heaven. 
and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be 
few "—and well considered. 





A NEW YEAR’S DANGER. 

We rejoice, while we tremble, in the thought that 
the approaching New Year will find so many in the 
ranks of the reformed who were drinking men a year 
ago. Some of them, since they signed the pledge, 
have been through a desperate, daily struggle with 
the old appetite, which no one can appreciate who 
has not fought the same fight. It takes all their 
strength to pass a saloon, even yet. The mere 
thought of touching their lips to the cup awakens a 
craving that is almost irresistible. It is a terrible 
thing for a woman to add her social influence in the 
same direction. But every lady who sets wine on 
her sideboard on New Year's Day is liable, is likely, 
to tempt some such man to take the one false step 
that will plunge him over the precipice. If this is 
the result, may God forgive her—there will be some 
heart-broken wife, or mother, or sister, who never 
will. 

But it is a scarcely less terrible thing to tempt any 
man to drink—when nerves are so unstrung, and 
tastes so morbid, and the love of liquor so easily 
kindled as in our feverish American life. We may 
as well assume that no man is safe who drinks a 
single glass of liquor. He is pushing his boat into 
the rapids above Niagara. No one knows whether 
his head will be cool enough and his arms strong 
enough to withstand the sweeping current. 

Women are the chief victims of this awful curse 
and crime of intemperance. Theirs is the great, sad 
company of silent sufferers, of whose woes happier 
people know so little. It is when a bride from whose 
ears the wedding congratulations have scarce died 
out, who has ali the pleasures that mere wealth and 
social position can give, takes her own life rather 
than live the wife of a drunkard, that we get a 
momentary glimpse of this great undercurrent of 
sorrow and shame caused by drink. Women, too, in 
these days, are doing more than men, in the way of 
organized effort to promote the cause of temperance. 
It is a double treason, then, to their sex, when women 
so heedlessly, so needleasly, lend the influence of their 
New Year's hospitality to add to that sorrow and to 
undo this good work. 

This is an old appeal, a trite exhortation. But it 
must needs be repeated, year by year, until this 
vicious custom disappears. When the “treating” 
between men at hotel bars and saloon counters, and 
the treating of men by women at New Year's tables, 
go out of fashion, two strong positions will have been 
carried, in this war upon intemperance. 





OLD AND NEW. 
‘ BY JOSEPHINE POLLARD. 


The Old Year sat beside the hearth 
In thoughtful mood; the hour was late ; 
And ere he vanished from the earth, 
The past he fain would contemplate. 
“T brought a wealth of joy for those 
Who had o’erburdened been with grief,”’ 
He said, “ and for unnumbered woes 
Furnished the cordial of relief. 


“To some I gave a garden’s bloom, 
Sweet pansies and forget-me nots; 

To some the cypress, and the tomb, 
The barrenness of desert spots. 

With Love I tarried for a while, 
Breathing the sweet elysian air ; 

. And bidding Hope serenely smile 
Across the threshold of Despair. 


“T entered on my natal hour 

Burdened alike with bliss and bane, 
Commissioned by my Lord to dower 

Some hearts with ease, and some with pain. 
Where happiness had rich increase, 

I shall be honored long, I know ; 
But those I robbed of joy and peace— 

They will be glad to have me go! 


“ T’ve followed many a bridal train ; 
Have watched by many a lovely bier: 
With birth and death, with loss and gain, 

Made up the record of the year. 
And now beside December's gate 

Where hangs the years’ alarum bell, 
I pause to scan the past, and wait 

The sound of my own funeral knell. 


“ One /—How the hours have slipped away ! 
Two /—Some will weep with sore regret; 
Three /—Could I still on earth delay— 
Four !—Some good I might accomplish yet. 
Five /—An angelic song awoke ! 
Siz /—Surely are the fetters riven. 
Seven /—Soon I shall hear the final s troke— 
Eight /—Chime sweetly with the clock of heaven! 


“ Nine /—I am nearer to my goal! 
Ten /—Time must eternity begin ! 
Eleven /—Awake, immortal soul ! 
Twelve /—Fareweli! and let the New Year in!” 


“TI come the Old Year’s debts to pay ! 
I come his promises to keep ; 
To walk upon the world’s highway, 
And deck the grave where dear ones sleep. 
Where he gave smiles I may give tears, 
Life’s path with good or ill bestrew ; 
For unto him who views the years 
The new is old, the old is new!” 





A MODEL OF PRAYER IN EMERGENCIES. 
BY PROFESSOR AUSTIN PHELPS, D.D. 


The prayers recorded in the Bible are among the most 
remarkable of its contents. They are almost all of them 
models in their place. Such is the prayer of the Jewish 
monarch in the lesson of this week. 

King Asa is in a great strait. To all human appearance 
his throne and his life are in peril. His Ethiopian enemy 
is in battle array before him, with numbers, in the propor- 
tion to his own, of about two toone. His defeat is mor- 
ally certain. He and his staff must have felt, in that val- 
ley of Ephtathah, as they looked ov.ur the roods of glitter- 
ing spears, as ourown Washington felt in Valley Forge, 
in the most dismal winter of the Revolution. He seems 
to himself to have come to the place of extreme catastro- 
phe where he can only lie down and die. 

Like the “Father of his Country,” the Jewish king 
betakes himself to prayer. It is about ail there is left for 
him to do, preliminary to the fatal morrow. His petition 
is very brief. In great emergencies, our wants are summed 
up in few words. We have no heart for more. This is the 
model of prayerin an emergency. It is made up of four 
fragments; each of which teaches us a fundamental ele- 
ment in the spirit of prayer in such an exigency. 

1. It teaches us in the first place that prayer in emer- 
gencies should be founded on a strong faith in God's 
independence of human resources and methods of judgment. 
Hear the stricken monarch, as he kneels beneath the weight 
of a kingdom. “Lord, it is nothing to thee to help, 
whether with many or with them that have no power.” 
This goes tothe heart of the case. Nothing else equals 
the situation, “True,” we seem to hear him plucking up 
his own courage in the extremity—* true, I am outnum- 
bered. Every man of us must engage two to-morrow. 
The best military science of the age is pitted against us, 


Pmagnitude. 


These Ethiopian invaders are no mean folk. They are 
stalwart men, led by able generals, flushed with victories. 
They are doubtless laughing at our temerity, and glorying 
in our coming shame. And by all human calculations 
they are right. They are sure to win; we are doomed to 
fail. The laws of war bid us make the best terms of peace 
wecan. Now isthe time fora masterly retreat. But— 
No—not so! Notso! What are numbers to the God of 
Judah? What are military tactics, and captains of re- 
nown, and the pomp of conquest—what are they all to the 
God of Israel? A small matter—a very small matter, I 
remind me of the Red Sea. Our God is the living God. He 
made the heavens and the earth. The nations are as a 
drop in a bucket. He taketh up the islands as a very lit- 
tle thing. Yes, Lord, it is nothing to thee to help us in 
this emergency. It is like thee to give the battle to the 
weak. It is like thee to overthrow the many by the few.” 

Military history, in every age, is not destitute of similar 
occurrences. There have been Christian generals who, to 
the world’s eye, have seemed to have mysterious successes. 
They who watched the career of General Havelock in In- 
dia, observed this feature in his history. His superiors 
used to put him upon service to which they dared not send 
other men. They said that he often succeeded where, by 
the laws of war, he ought not to succeed. Whether due 
to his habits of prayer or not, there was the fact. 

In our own civil war, on one occasion, the general in 
command of certain forces broke out with the exclamation, 
on the eve of battle: “ We have got them now, and they 
know it. God Almighty cannot save them.” So he had 
“ got them,” by all human reckoning of the chances. His 
staff responded: “ Yes, we are sure of them.” But it hap- 
pened—how much it had to do with the fortunes of the 
day we will not presume to say, but it happened—that the 
commander-in-chief on the other side was a praying man. 
He had that morning spent an hour in his tent invoking 
divine interposition in the coming conflict. The close of 
the day found him again in his tent offering thanksgiving 
for a victory, while the presumptuous general who thought 
that “God Almighty” could not defeat him, was in igno- 
minious flight down the valley of the Shenandoah, 

Why should it not be so? Such men command invisible 
allies. They invoke the onset of spiritual battalions. 
They lead their enemies into ambuscades of angelic legions. 
If our eyes were not holden, we {might see that] the very 
air is full of them. 

Are there not, in the lives ef us all, emergencies in which 
our deliverance may depend on our realizing to our faith 
the principle that God is independent of the resources 
which decide human judgment? In certain extreme hours, 
very much may depend on the depth of our faith in this. 
Our own courage may depend on it. Our power to 
energize others may depend on it. Our power with God 
may depend on it. We need to feel that prayer may com- 
mand improbable results, because it commands super- 
natural resources. 

Much is gained also when we appreciate the ease with 
which God achieves marvellous issues in response to prayer. 
“ A God doing wonders ” is one of his significant titles— 
significant of the usage of his dominion. To him there 
are no such things as emergencies, Prayer never finds 
him overwhelmed by surprises. 





“To thee there’s nothing old appears, 
Great God, there's nothing new.” 


The magnitude of our requests never startles his com- 
posure. In his serene life, there are no extreme hours, no 
critical junctures, no unforeseen contingencies. He is never 
conscious of an hour when his resources run low, when his 
powers are put to the strain, when he is weary and would 
pause to rest. The affairs of the universe are never a 
burden to him. 

Note the biblical way of describimg the acts of God. 
“He spake and it was done. He commanded and it stood 
fast. God said: Let there be light, and there was light,” 
The serenity of the stars characterizes allhis working. So 
calmly, so easily, with such assurance of reserved forcesand 
unused energies, does he perform, in answer to prayer, 
achievements which overwhelm our puny thought by their 
Armies in the shock of battle he sways as 
easily as the breathing of an infant. 

A few years ago, there appeared in our skies the most 
brilliant comet of the century. It was six millions of 
miles distant from our globe. Such was the speed of its 
movement, that if it had been aimed hither in its march, 
it would have come crashing upon us, in less than two days, 
with the momentum of a hundred and fifty thousand miles 
an hour. Yet God held that blazing meteor in its 
appointed groove, worn by millions of years of travel, so 
that it glided gently across our world’s orbit, with motion 
imperceptible. It had the stillness of a painting. Our 





infant children looked out upon it, and bade it good-night, 
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as a beautiful plaything in the sky, without so much as 


the closing of an eyelid at the eternal rush of its progress. 
So calm, so facile, 80 beautifully silent, are God’s wonder- 
workings in answer to prayer. Mysteries so vast and so 
anomalous that astonished angels desire to look into them, 
occur with the ease of a summer twilight. 

We need to believe this, with all our hearts we need to 
accept it as the natural way of Giod’s procedure, we need 


to be uplifted on the wings of faith, to the divine plane of | 


things in our emergencies. Then we can look down upon 
them as aeronauts above the clouds look down upon thun- 
der-atorms and tornadoes, from a region of unutterable 


stillness and under an unclouded sun. 


To Jewish thought the force of this language was inten- 
sified by comparison with pagan theories of Godhead. 
Every nation was believed to haveits deity. Ethiopia had 
her god, and Judea had hers; when a Jew therefore said 
“Thou art our God,” he meant to acknowledge God’s own- 
ership of him and all his belongings. That any other 
nation should prevail against Judea, meant to Jewish 
thought a victory of man over the living God. 

This gave deep significance to Jewish prayer on the eve 
of battle. Not only was his cause God’s cause, by his 
being identified with God, but he and all he had belonged 


| to God. His success therefore was God's success, and his 
| defeat was God's defeat. 
2. The example before us suggests as a second element 


This conception of prayer in critical exigencies fills up 


in believing prayer in emergencies a profound sense of the the Christian idea of it to the brim, we belong to God. 


inadequacy of all other sources of relief but God. 


We | Whatever concerns us concerns him. 


Our sorrow is his 


need to feel that we are shut in to God and God only. | sorrow. Our joy is his joy. If itis best for us that we 


“ Help us, O Lord our God, for we rest in thee.” 
the plea of the imperiled monarch. This is his argument 
for the rescue of his tottering kingdom: “ We are helpless. 
Our forces are outnumbered, beyond the reach of human 
daring. By all 
We do not 
There is no turning for us. 
We march right on to death. We are shut up to the arm 
of God. Help, Lord, or we perish.” 

This familiar element in the spirit of prayer, emergencies 
force upon our thought. Often Divine Providence seems 
to second the procedure of divine grace, by leaving us in a 
great emergency till we feel this. Deliverance is slow in 
coming. Prayer is not answered in a breath. The trial 
gathers intensity. Thecrisis deepens. The fire waxes hot. 
The object seems to be to quicken in the soul the sense of 
God as a reality because he is felt to be a necessity. Ruin 
here—ruin there—ruin everywhere except in the one 
thought that there isa God, Intense conceptions of the 
reality of God come to some minds in no other way ‘han 
through this secret alliance of providence and grace in the 
discipline. The needed convictions have to be burnt in by 
fiery trial. 

But when the end is gained, when God becomes an infi- 
nite fact, whea we become content to go fearless into soli- 
tude with God, to cast everything upon God, to rest in 
God, then believing prayer wells up sweet and fresh from 
the heart, and flows out in glad assurance from the lips. 
Then relief, success, conquest, is not far off. 

In this epirit, not only the great exigencies of the church 
need to be met, but the emergencies of individual life as 
well. Said Whitefield in one of the crises of his life, “1 
have thrown myself blindfold into His almighty arms.” 
Said the late Rev. Dr. Griflin in a similar exigency : “I 
feel that God is all that is left to me.” 

Every human life lies through some such valleys of 
Zephathah, where the man seems to himself shut out from 
all human sources of support, and shut in to solitude with 
God, If such crises are met in the spirit of believing 
prayer, they are the precursors of triumph. Some conquest 
of opposing forces, or some self-conquest preparative to 
heaven, or some conquest over powers of darkness of which 
only God and angels are the witnesses, is in the near 
future. 


We can die, but we can do no more. 
chances, a8 men count them, we are doomed. 
know which way to turn. 


3. Prayer in emergencies, as illustrated in the example 
before us, involves a thirdelement. It is a profownd iden- 
tification with God, “ In thy name we go against this mul- 
titude.” That is, “ The battle is not ours, but God’s, our 
interests are lost in God’s interests. Selfish desire can have 
no place here. We are lifted and driven beyond all that. 
For God we fight ; for God we pray.” 

So Luther felt, in the great crisis of his life. ‘“ Here 
stand I for God; I can do no other.” So the great leaders 
of the church have marched to victory ; until the cause at 
stake is thus identified with God, prevailing prayer is 
impossible. Ina selfish prayer, we beat the winds. Noth- 
ing is sure in this world but the purposes of God. No 
interests are safe but his. No cause is secure but h's 

Until we can get our private individual concerns within 
the lines of his plans, we can be sure of nothing. This is 
the province of believing prayer in emergencies,—to lift us 
up and out from our petty selves, and so unite us with God 
that our interests are his because his interests have become 
ours, Our will is his because his will has been accepted 
as ours. Then prayer becomes but a prophecy of his 
decree, Its success is a foregone conclusion. While we 
are speaking, the answer is on our own lips. One design, 
doubtless, of great and crushing energencies, is to help us 
up to this summit of identification with God, by driving 
us up the rocky steep that leads thither. 

4. One other phase of prayer in such emergencies, sug- 
gested by the fragment of biography before us, is a hearty 
recognition of God’ sownership of us. “ O Lord, thou art our 
od; let not man prevail against thee,” 





This is | be delivered, it is as much to God as to us that he shall 


send deliverance. No wedge can be driven between, to 
separate him from us, his interests from ours. The sacred- 
ness and eternity of divine ownership are pledged to our 
success. 

By the right of creation, we belong to God. By the 
right of faithful and undying friendship, we belong to God. 
By the right of eternal redemption, we belong to God. 
By the right of purchase with the blood of Christ we 
belorg to God. Will God desert his own with such rights 
as these? 





WITHOUT CHOICE. 


BY E. R. CHAMPLIN. 


To-day, the saddest of my days, 

Has turned the joyfullest ; 

And yet, with heart so full of praise, 

I dare not say which half is best, 

Because I know that God’s wise ways 

Alike are good, alike are blest— 

Though here they lead through darkest maze, 
Or there through sunshine openest ; 

Indeed, I’ve learned, and here attest, 

That of God's gilts there 1s no best. 





WHAT IS THE PLACE OF THE SUNDAY 
SCHOOL AS AN EDUCATOR? 


BY S, R. DENNEN, D.D. 


I ask this question through your excellent paper for the 
sake of reaching the more thoughtful amongst our Sunday- 
school workers. It certainly never had more meaning than 
at this hour. JI ask simply now for the relation of the 
Sunday-school to our public schools. What function has 
it as aneducator? There is no word more mischievous than 
the modern word cultwre. And for thi8 reason: it is widely 
substituted for religion, and made the chief end of man 
What our children need is not a new heart to love and 
serve God; but a finer intellectual driil. Give them this, 
and you have equipped them for both worlds, We feel the 
stronger current of such opinions on all hands. We recog- 
nize their virus and vigor in the attempts to crowd the 
Bible from our public schools ; in the relentless weeding of 
religious sentiments from our school text books; in the 
increase of material and technical studies, over those that 
are moral, in our universities and colleges. 
publiceducation is away from Christianity. 

To this culture of the intellect we must provide some 
suitable counterpart. It must be found in our Sunday- 
schools, A greater than Matthew Arnold or Herbert Spen- 
cer has said, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness.” His voice must be heard as well as that 
of the intellectual drill-master. Our children have con- 
science and heart as well as intellect, and are only harmo- 
niously educated when this trinity of faculties receive pro- 
portionate attention. A sound judgment, moreover, puts 
the stress upon that part of an education, which, in itself 
and its application, is most essential to our usefulness and 
real happiness throughout the whole range of our very 
being. 

That is a viciousiy partial education which ignores char- 
acter and morals, and fixes its steady gaze and grasp upon 
success in this life. Yet this is the strong and steady 
trend of modern education. The intellect is put above the 
heart and conscience ; the present above the future. This 
is the road to reach the French commune. For what is the 
finest intellectual culture without moral sense to guide and 
control it? It is to give our children stone for bread and 
a scorpion for a fish. Business, politics, and social life are 
getting pretty freely stung. 

But we must accept things as they are This is unde- 
niably the drift of publicinstruction. The Bible will not 
be tolerated much longer in our schools, Everything will 
sooner or later be exc.aded from them but the baldest 


The swing of 


| as an educator. 








intellectual culture. This we must accept arid be prepared 
to meet. 

It is right here I find the true place of the Sunday-school 
It comes in to supplement and crown pub- 
licinstruction. As matters now stand, and are likely to 
remain, the Christian and moral training of the young is 
put over upon the church, Christian men and women 
must come forward and assume this grave and glorious 
work. The index-finger points in this direction. I do 
not overlook the home and family, but the Sunday-school 
is broader than the home. I do not undervalue the church. 
But the school goes where the church cannot go, and does 
a work that no institution, at present available, can do. 

The Sunday-school holds, then, a prime place as an edu- 
cator. It has one branch, and that the most important, 
entrusted to its keeping. For the moral faculties must be 
trained paraliel with the intellectual, or we are bringing 
forward a generation of intellectual savages and accom- 
plished knaves. Indeed, they are already here. I do not 
mean to criticise our public schools. As now understood, 
they are now doing their work with admirable precision 
and thoroughness. We must match them with Sunday- 
schools equally thorough and efficient. I wish we could 
arouse a more general interest in them, and secure a more 
capable administration of their affairs. They come in and 
admirably supplement and round out the work of secular 
schools ; combining, as they do, religion and morals with 
mental training, and laying thus manhood and womanhood 
on the Rock Christ Jesus, while they build the superstruc- 
ture of gold and silver and precious stones. 





YOUNG PEOPLE'S ASSOCIATIONS. 


BY THE REV. S. W. PRATT. 


One of the most important questions which forces itself 
upon every church is, “ What shall we do with our young 
people?” Many of them grow out of the Sunday-school. 
Often they are led astray into doubtful associations. There 
is no work for them to do, or they are not put to work. 
There is needed some sort of an organization between the 
Sunday-school and the church which shall take in and 
engage the young people between twelve and twenty-five 
years of age. Young Men’s Christian Associations are not 
for this class, and are devoted particularly to work outside 
the church and congregation. The young men and young 
ladies and youth of the congregation need to be enlisted 
in some work in connection with the church, and in sucha 
way that they shall be trained for further usefulness. It 
needs also to be done in such a way that they shall consider 
it their work and delight in it. They are generally willing 
to work if anything is put before them. They havea 
large amount of vitality, which, if not utilized by the 
church, will be occupied by the world; for it cannot be 
repressed. Satan will fill idle hands. Let them be occu- 
pied, and they will not care to be amused. The basis of 
such an organization must be broad, so as to include all the 
young people of the congregation. We would by no means 
limit its membership to Christians, but by all means seek 
to get into it those farthest astray. Nor would we make 
it so prominently religious that unbelievers should teel that 
in joining it they need any pretension to piety. We 
would, however, see to it that the management should be 
in religious hands. Anything must be held legitimate 
which will be profitable toits members. Let the methods 
be indirect as well as direct: whatever in any way, even 
remotely, connects the young people with the church will, 
we believe, result in good for them. Such. will be the first 
to be interested and reached in times of revival. We regard 
it as especially desirable to connect the social life of our 
youth with the church. With this may also be added 
their literary culture, and some such work as is sought 
to be done by normal classes. 

The following plan of organizations has been found to 
work well in a small village in the congregation of a 
church of one hundred and fifteen members. The associa- 
tion has now sixty-two members. Its members have 
greatly improved through its means, and its prayer-meet- 
ing has been uniformly well sustained and its week-day 
meetings fully attended. We should perbaps say that the 
church has a parlor which the association has fitted up and 
appropriated to its use, and with the idea that nothing is 
too good for use. 

We, the young people of the congregation of the . . . Church of 
. . . for mutual help and profit, and for usefulness in every good 
word and work, do organize ourselves under the following Consti- 
tution and By-laws: 

CONSTITUTION. 

1. This association shall be called “The Young People’s Associa- 

tion” of the ... Churchof... 


2. Its object shall be the social, intellectual, and spiritual culture 
of its members, through all proper methods of association and 
usefulness. 
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3. Any person proposed for membership by a member of the 
association, and received by a majority vote of those present at any 
meeting, may become a member by subscribing to its Constitution 
and By-laws. 

4. Its officers shall consist of a president, vice-president, secre- 
tary,and treasurer, who, with three additional members and the 
pastor of the church, ex officio, shall constitute its board of mana- 
gers. They shall perform the usual duties of such officers, shall 
hold their offices for six months, and shall be chosen by ballot. 
The treasurer shall expend the funds of the association only 
upon the order of the Board of Managers. This Board shall 
make a quarterly report and also an annual report at its anni- 
versary. 


The Constitution and By-laws may be altered or amended, at any 
quarterly meeting, by a vote of two-thirds of the members present. 


BY-LAWS. 

The association shall meet monthly. It shall also hold a devo- 
tional meeting on Sunday evening, previous to the services of the 
sanctuary, and the president shall condact the meeting. Other 
meetings may be held by arrangement of the committees. 

2. The Board of Managers may be called together at any time 
by the president, any four of whom shall constitute a quorum. 
This Board shall appoint the following committees: (1.) On social 
and intellectual culture. (2.) On Sunday-schools (3) On missions. 
(4.) On temperance. (5.) On Bible and tract work. (6.) On poor and 
sick. (7.) Onsinging. These committees shall have charge of the 
work indicated by their names, and shall devise means for the 
promotion of their several interests by the Association. 

3. The order of business for its stated meetings shall be as fol- 
lows: (1.) Singing. (2.) Prayer. (3.) Singing. (4.) Secretary’s report 
(5.) Report of the Board of Managers. (6.) Reports of committees. 
(7.) Election of Officers. (8.) Miscellaneous business. (9.) Singing 
10. Benediction. 

The preamble and object show the broad basis of the 
organization. The work is done through the committees, 
and with them lies the efficiency of the plan. The consti- 
tution of its Board of Managers secures the character of 
its management. Each committee may call upon any 
of the members to do its work, and appoint necessary 
meetings for that purpose at any time. Upon the first 
committee will the success of the organization very greatly 
depend. This committee must see to it that the meetings 
of the society are interesting and profitable, and that the 
social part shall not degenerate. They may plan lectures, 
debates, or readings, and social gatherings. The names 
of their committees sufficiently indicate the work to be 
done by them. The committee on missions seeks to interest 
the members in the work of missions at home and abroad, 
and prepares for missionary meetings; if feasible, may 
organize mission Sunday-schools. That on Bible and tract 
work, distribute Bibles and religious literature. That on 
poor agd sick, clothe poor children for Sunday-school, and 
other poor; and also superintend the youths’ sewing 
society, which makes up garments, and sends off boxes of 
clothing, thus teaching them active benevolence. Other 
ways and means will be suggested by the special wants of 
each locality. Some may be able to add a library and 
reading-room. “Whatever wins is wise.” The youth 
must be won to Christ. We would not know what to do 
without our association. 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


ONE ANOTHER’S BURDENS. 


BY EMILY HUNTINGTON MILLER, 





Jessie was in the very best of spirits. She had a pair of 
new boots, and they fitted her perfectly; her new winter 
suit had just come, and everything about it was precisely 
to her taste, and she was to go with her mamma and Dell 
to the concert in the afternoon. She thought it all over 
while she was dressing, and decided that she had a great 
many blessings and was very thankful for them, and the 
more she thought about it the more wonderful it seemed 
that good gifis had been coming to her all her life. 

She was well and she was happy, and she went down 
stairs singing : 

“ Ten thousand thousand precious gifts 
My daily thanks employ, 
Nor is the least » cheerful heart 
That tastes those gifts with joy.” 

The father was away, and Dell read the chapter at prayers. 
Jessie always listened more carefully when Dell read, and 
the words seemed to drop right into her heart and stay 
there. This morning she heard one verse, as if that low, 
sweet voice of Dell’s was whispering it just for her, for 
Jessie, ‘“ Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfill the 
law of Christ.” 

It troubled Jessie: she wanted to make the most of her 
own happiness, and not have it spoiled by other people’s 
burdens. O dear! why must people have burdens? and if 
they had, how could any one else bear them ? 





“But I will, if I must,” thought Jessie; and before she 
went to school she carried two red apples to old Mrs. Dow- 
ley, and offered to read her a chapter in the Bible. 


Mrs. Dowley only grunted at the apples, and said: 

“ What good be apples to an old body without a tooth 
in her head? If only I could have a good relishin’ pinch o’ 
snuff, it would be some comfort.” 

“Shall I read, then?” asked Jessie. 

“T knows it all by heart a’ready,” whined the old lady ; 
“and there’s them that comes and sets other folks to come 
and read the Scripter that had better be a fulfillin’ of it.” 


So Jessie went away quite discouraged : clearly she had 
not succeeded in bearing Mrs. Dowley’s burdens, and she 
made several attempts at burden-bearing during the day 
with no better results. 

But when she came home she had forgotten her troubles, 
and danced into the sitting-room to find Dell upon the 
sofa, with a handkerchief bound about her head,—a sure 
sign of one of her dreadful headaches. 

“O Dell!” said Jessie, pressing the hot temples with her 
cool, so‘t hands, “ your poor head! and to-day of all the 
days.” 

“Yes,” said Dell, trying to smile, “I did so want to 
hear Miss Carey, but it cannot be helped. 
mamma must listen for me.” 

“T wish I could take your headache, and let you hear for 
yourself,” said Jessie, “ you love music so dearly ; and I 
don’t believe Miss Carey herself can sing a bit better.” 

Dell did smile a little at that, but she turned away and 
shut her eyes at a sharp twinge of pain. Jessie ate her 
dinner very soberly. Here were more burdens, and she 
honestly wanted to share them, but she could neither relieve 
Dell of her headache nor of her disappointment. 

But after dinner, as she was going up stairs to dress, 
Dell called her. 

“ Jessie,” she said, “I've thought of something lovely. 
There’s that dear little Mollie Floyd ; she never had a good 
time in her life, and she is a wonderful singer for such a 
child. I want her to have my ticket, and go with you and 
mamma. Go ask mamma if she will take her. I believe 
I would rather have her there than to go myself.” 

Here was a chance for Jessie to lighten Deil’s burden 
by helping her give to another the pleasure she could not 
herself enjoy ; and for Mollie Floyd, why, it was almost too 
much to imagine what a delight the concert would be to 
the little motherless child whose days and weeks went on 
in tiresome drudgery without a holiday to brighten them ! 
But ah! how slowly Jessie’s feet went up the stairs, and 
how many thoughts came crowding in to silence that low 
voice that said, “ Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so ful- 
fill the law of Christ!” 

No one need think ill of Jessie because she liked to be 
handsomely dressed, and a part of the pleasure of the con- 
cert to her was sitting among the well-dressed people, and 
feeling a sort of quiet satisfaction in herself and her 
mother, and her beautiful sister. It was hardly vanity, 
only a comfortable feeling that everything was as it ought 
to be. 

But when she thought of Mollie Floyd, with her out- 
grown cloak, and her faded dress that showed where the tucks 
had been let down, and her hat that turned up just where 
it ought to turn down, and her clumsy gloves and shoes ; 
Jessie really began to be miserable, and to feel that every- 
thing weuld be spoiled. She almost hoped her mother 
would see some objection to the plan; but no, her mother 
approved it heartily, and bade Jessie dress as quickly as 
possible, and go herself for Mollie. 

“Do you think, mamma,” said Jessie, “that Mollie will 
have anything to wear?” 

“Certainly,” said her mother; “why not? her aunt 
always dresses her comfortably.” 

“ But for a concert, mamma.” 

“Tt does not matter so long as she is neat and tidy, but 
I dare say Dell would be willing she should wear her plush 
jacket and skating-cap; that is, if her aunt would not be 
offended.” 

Jessie was relieved at once, and ran away on her errand ; 
and as she went she remembered the burden-sharing, and 
felt very well satisfied with herself. 


You and 


Mollie’s aunt looked suspiciously at Jessie, but, after all, 
she made no opposition, and even laid down her sewing to 
braid Mollie’s hair. As for Mollie herself, Jessie felt like 
laughing and crying both together to see the color tremble 
in her face, and her great brown eyes grow bigger 
and darker with excitement that was almost more than 
she could bear. She was ready at last, and as the two 
children stood together there really was a great contrast 
in their appearance, which Mrs, Floyd’s critical eyes were 
not slow to perceive, and fancying a little regretful look on 
Mollie’s face, she said, as she closed the door: 

“Mind now, you’re not to be tricked out in any bor- 








rowed feathers. If they take you atall, you goin your own 
clothes.” 

Jessie’s disappointed face clouded in an instant, but 
Mollie did not see it. She had not a thought for her clothes, 
and would have gone contentedly in a gray army blanket. 


“Never mind,” said Jessie’s mother when she heard 
what Mrs. Floyd had commanded ; “ after all, that is the 
wisest way, and Mollie will have just as good a time.” 

And so she did, but Jessie did not. She scarcely heard 
the wonderful music that brought the tears into Mollie’s 
eyes, and made her lips quiver, and her fingers clasp each 
other in an ecstasy of delight. What did Mollie care for 
hat or cloak while that voice sang to her? and it was only 
when the music was silent that she sank back in her chair 
and gave a little sigh that was almost a sob, and looked 
around her at the beautiful hall, and the beautiful faces, 
and the elegant dresses that were a part of it all. 

Deaf old Mra. Wimple turned around to smile and nod 
at her friends, and said to Jessie’s mother: 

“ Your little girl has a passion for music, she seems fairly 
entranced.” She might have meant Jessie, but she was 
looking straight at Mollie, and Mrs. Leigh only smiled, and 
looked into Mollie’s happy face. She could not explain to 
the deaf old lady across half a dozen strangers; and, after 
all, what was the need of explaining? Mrs. Leigh smiled 
at Mollie again, and then the music began. 

When the concert was all over, Mollie rode home in the 
carriage with Mra. Leigh and Jessie, but she said very 
little on the way. 

“You must come in and see Dell,” said Jessie; “she 
will want to know how you liked the music; ” and, in fact, 
Jessie herself wanted to know just what Mollie would say 
about it. 

Dell was still on the lounge, a little easier, but looking 
very pale and weary. She was Mollie’s Sunday-school 
teacher ; and the child knelt by the lounge, and laid her 
hand tenderly against her cheek. ; 

“Did you like it?” asked Dell, putting her arm about 
Mollie. 

“O Miss Leigh, it was like heaven, I think!’ said Mollie, 
rapturously. . 

Dell drew her a little closer, and kissed her on both 
cheeks. 

“My mother hears such music all the time, I suppose, 
and sings so herself,’ whispered Mollie; “I never was 
glad before that she had gone to heaven.” 

Mrs. Leigh came in with two rosebuds, which she had 
worn at her throat, and said, 

“ Here, Mollie, you must take these to your aunt. We 
can’t send her the music—can we? but I know she loves 
flowers.” 

“Oh, thank you!” said Mollie, and rose to go, but 
stooped again to whisper : 

“T must tell you one thing, Miss Leigh: it was better 
than the music. A lady thought I was Mrs. Leigh’s little 
girl; and she did not say anything, but smiled at me just 
as if I really were. And after that I pretended to myself 
that she was truly.my mother, and it was better than forty 
thousand concerts to really belong to somebody that looked 
at you that way.” 

Dell felt very much like crying, but Mollie laughed and 
went skipping away. 

“Good by,” she said to Jessie; “now I'll pretend I'm 
going to visit my aunt.” 

In the evening Dell sat in an easy chair by the fire, and 
Jessie on an ottoman beside her, holding her hand. 

“ What verse did you take for to-day, dearie?” asked 
Dell. 

“ Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of 
Christ,” said Jessie, softly; “at least, 1 didn’t take it, but 
it just stuck to me, and I couldn’t get rid of it.” 

“ Well,” said Dell, smiling, “I think you have fulfilled 
that commandment for little Mollie Fioyd.” 

“© Dell,” said Jessie, honestly, “that is just the 
trouble, I didn’t do it at all, It was only you and 
mamma; and I was ashamed of her old clothes, and afraid 
people would think she belonged to us, and I didn’t want 
her to be so glad about the music, because | thought it 
lo®ked oddin her. Idida’t think at ali about her burdens, 
Dell, only about myself; I didn’t really suppose I was so 
mean.” 

Jessie hid her face penitently, and Dell stroked her bowed 
head as she said : 

“Tt is well for us all, dearie, that we have a Burden- 
bearer who never forgets to bear our burdens for us, even 
the very heavy one of discouragement about ourselves. I 
think, if you tell him of this trouble, he will make it all 
right for you.” 

“T have told him,” said Jessie, “but I never thought 
before what fulfilling the law of Christ meant. Bearing 
one another’s burdens is just what he does for us,” 
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LESSON HELPS. 
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INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 


LESSON CALENDAR. 
STUDIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF JUDAH. 
(First Quarter, 1878.] 





1, Jan, 6.—Rehoboam, First King of Judah... 2 Chron, 12: 1-12 
2. Jan. 13.—Asa Faithful to his God.---___-______-___2 Chron: 14: 1-12 
8, Jan, 20.—The Covenant Renewed__............. 2 Chron. 15: 8-15 
4, Jan, 27.—Jehoshaphat’s Prosperity............. 2 Chron, 17: 1-10 
6. Feb, 3.—Jehoshaphat Reproved 2 Chron, 19: 1-0 
6. Feb, 10.—Jehoshaphat Helped of God__......- 2 Chron. 20: 14-22 
7. Feb. 17.—Joash Repairing the Temple_._._..._.2 Chron, 24: 4-18 
& Feb, 24.—Uzziah's Pride Punished__....____.___2 Chron, 26: 16-28 
9. March 3.—Ahaz's Persixtent Wickedness____._2 Chron, 28 : 19-27 
10, March 10.—Hezekiah’s Good Reign ......-.-- 2 Chron, 29: 1-11 
11, March 17.—Hezekiah and the Assyrians__..___.__2 Chron, 82: 9-21 


12, March 24.—Manasseh brought to Repentance_...2 Chron, 33: 9-16 
13, March 31.—Keview. 


LESSON 2, SUNDAY, JANUARY 13, 1878. 
Title: ASA FAITHFUL TO HIS GOD. 


GOLDEN TEXT: Lorn, itis NoTHING WITH THEE TO HELP, WHETHER 
WITH MANY, OR WITH THEM THAT HAVE NO POWER.—2 Chron. 14: 11. 


Lesson Topic: Fruits of Fidelity. 


{ 1. Peaee, v. 1, 6. 


1 
| 2 Purity, v. 2-5. 
Outline; 3. Strength, v. 7, 8. 
4. Triwmph, v. 9-12. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, Jan 7: 2Chron. 14: 1-12, 
Tuesday, Jan. 8: Josh. 24: 14-22. 
Wednesday, Jan. 9: Luke 16: 1-12. 
Thursday, Jan. 10: Dan. 3: 8-18. Example of fidelity. 
Friday, Jan. 11: Psa, 1: 1-6. Blessedness of fidelity. 
Saturday, Jan. 12: Mal. 3: 8-18. Promise to fidelity. 
Sunday, Jan. 13: Matt. 25: 31-46. Reward of fidelity. 


: LESSON TEXT. 


[2 Chron. 14: 1-12,] 


1: So Abijah slept with his fathers, and they buried him in the 
city of David: and Asa his son reigned in his stead. In his days 
the land was quiet ten years. 

2. And Asa did that which was good and right in the eyes of the 
Lorp his God: 

3. For he took away the altars of the strange gods, and the high 
places, and brake down the images, and cut down the groves: 

4. And commanded Judah to seek the Lorp God of their 
fathers, and to do the law and the commandment. 

5. Also he took away out of all the cities of Judah the high 
places and the images: and the kingdom was qniet before him. 

6. And he built fenced cities in Judah: for the land had rest, 
and he had no war in those years; because the Lorp had given 
him rest, 

7. Therefore he said unto Judah, Let us build these cities, and 
make about them walls and towers, gates and bars, while the land 
ts yet beforeus; because we have sought the Lorp our God, we 
have sought Aim, and he hath given us rest.on every side, So 
they built and prospered. 

8. And Asa had an army of men that bare targets and spears, 
out of Judah three hundred thousand; and out of Benjamin, that 
bare shields and drew bows, two hundred and fourscore thousand 
all these were mighty men of valour. 

9. And there came out against them Zerah the Ethiopian with a 
host of a thousand thousand, and three hundred ehariots; and 
came unto Mareshah. 

10. Then Asa went out against him, and they set the battle in 
array in the valley of Zephathah at Mareshah. 

11. And Asa cried unto the Lorn his God, and said, Lorn, ét is 
nothing with thee to help, whether with many, or with them that 
have no power: help us,O Lorn our God; for we rest on thee, 
and in thy name we go against this multitude. O Lorp, thou art 
our God ; let not man prevail against thee. 

12. So the Lory smote the Ethiopians before Ass, and before 
Judah ; and the Ethiopians fled. 


Fruits of fidelity. 
Injunction to fidelity. 
Test of fidelity. 





BIBLE LIGHTS. 


2 Chron, 14: 1. Slept with his fathers. So David 
slept with his fathers, and was buried in the eity of David. 
1 Kings 2: 10. And Rehoboam slept with his fathers, and was 
buried with his fathers in the city of David. 1 Kiags 14: 31. 
~—And Solomon slept with his fathers, and he was buried in 
the city of David his father. 2 Chron. 9: 31 For David, after 
he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell on sleep, 
and was laid unto his fathers, and saw corruption. Acts 
13: 36. 

V. 2 Good and right. And Asa did that which was 
right in the eyes of the Lorp, as did David his father. 1 Kings 
15: 11 Asa’s heart was perfect with the Lorp all his days. 2 
Kings 15: 14. Thus did Hezekiah throughout all Judah, and 
wrought that which was good and right and truth before the Lorp 
his God. 2 Chron. 31: 20.——That we... mght serve him 
without fear, in holiness and righteousness before him all the days 
ef eur life. Luke l: 64, 76. 




















v. 3. The altars.——But thus shall ye deal with them: ye 
shall destroy their altars, and break down their images, and cut 
down their groves, and burn their graven images with fire. . Deut. 
7: 5——Then did Solomon build a high place for Chemosh, the 
abomination of Moab, in the hill that is before Jerusalem, and for 
Molech, the abomination of the children of Ammon, And like- 


| wise did he for all his strange wives, which burnt incense and sac- 


| every green tree. 1 Kings 14: 23 





rificed unto their gods. 1 Kings11: 7, 8. They also built them 
high places, and images, and groves, on every high hill, and under 
He removed the high places, 





| and brake the images, and cut down the groves, and brake in 





pieces the brazen serpent that Moses had made: for unto those 
days the children of Israel did burn incense to it: and he called 
it Nehushtan. 2 Kings 18: 4——And he brake in pieces the images, 
and cut down the groves, and filled their places with the bones of 
men. 2 Kings 23: 14. 


Vv. 4. Commanded Judah to seek, For I know him, 
that he will command his children and his household after him, 
and they shall keep the way of the Lorn. Gen. 18: 19 As 
for me, and my house, we will serve the Lonp. Josh. 24: 15. 
His sons made themselves vile, and he restrained them not. 1 Sam. 
3: 13. And they made proclamation throughout Judah and 
Jerusalem unto all the children of the captivity, that they should 
gather themselves together unto Jerusalem. Ezra 10: 7.——I will 
early destroy all the wicked of the land: that I may cut off all 
wicked doers from the city of the Lornp. Psa. 101: 8. 














To seek.—Such as set their hearts to seek the Lory God cf 
Israel came to Jerusalem, to sacrifice unto the Lorp God of their 
fathers. 2 Chron. 11: 16——Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, 
The good Lorp pardon every one that prepareth his heart to seek 
the Lonp God of his fathers. 2 Chron. 30: 18, 19.——Seek ye the 
Lorp while he may be found, cal! ye upon him while he is near, 
Isa. 55: 6 ——For thus saith the Lonp unto the house of Israel, 
Seek ye me, and ye shall live. Amos 5: 4——Ask, and it shall 
be given you; seek, and ye shall find; Knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you, Matt, 7: 7. 


Todo. They clave to their brethren, their nobles, and entered 
into a curse, and into an oath, to walk in God's law, which was 
given by Moses the servant of God, and to observe and do all the 
commandments of the Lorp our Lord, and his judgments and 
statutes. Neh. 10: 29.——Oh let me not wander from thy com- 
mandments. Psa. 119: 10.——Whosoever heareth these sayings 
of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him toa wise man, which 
built his honse upon a rock, Matt. 7: 24———As the body with- 
out the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also. Jas 
2: 26. 


Vv. 6. He built fenced cities.——The cities which Hu- 
ram had restored to Solomon, Solomon built them, and caused the 
children of Israel to dwell there. 2 Chron. 8: 2 And Reho- 
beam dwelt in Jerusalem, and built cities for defence in Judah. 2 
Chron. 11: 5. 


The land had rest. And the land had rest forty years 
Judg. 3: 11——And the land had rest fourscore years. Judg 
%: 30.—And the land had rest forty years. Judg.5: 31—— 
But now the Lorp my God hath given me rest on every side, so 
that there is neither adversary nor evil occurrent. 1 Kings 5: 4. 
——Behold, a son shall be born to thee, who shall be a man of 
rest; and I will give him rest from all his enemies round about: 
for his name shall be Sulomon, and I will give peave and quietness 
unto Israel in his days. 1 Chron. 22: 9——When he giveth 
quietness, who then can trouble? Job, 34: 29. He maketh 
wars to cease unto the end of theearth. Psa. 46: 9. 


Vv. 7 Let us build... while, etc.——I must work 
the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, 
when no man can work, John 9: 4-——Then Jesus said unto 
them, Yet a little while is the light with you. Walk while ye have 














the light, lest darkness come uponyou John12: 35——But exhort 
one another daily, while it is called To-day. Heb, 3: 13, 
Vv. 11. Cried unto the Lord.—aAnd the children of 


Israel cried unto the Lorn. Ex. 14: 10. They cried to God 
in the battle, and he was entreated of them. 1 Chron.5: 20 
And when Judah looked back, behold, the battle was before and 
behind: and they cried unto the Lorn, and the priests sounded 
with the trumpets. 2 Chron. 13: 14. In my distress I called 
upon the Lorp, and cried unto my God. Psa. 18: 6 Call 
upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thon shalt 
glorify me. Psa. 50: 15. And it shall come to pass, that who- 
soever shall call upon the name of the Lorn shall be saved, Acts 
2: 21. 


Nothing with thee. Five of you shall chase a hundred, 
and a hundred of you shall put ten thousand to flight. Lev. 
26: 8——How should one chase a thousand, and two put ten 
thousand to flight, except their Rock had sold them, and the Lorp 
had shut them up? Dent. 32: 30.——And the Lorp said unto 
Gideon, By the three hundred men that lapped will I save you 
Judg. 7: 7——It may be that the Lorp will work for us: for 
there isno restraint to the Lorp to save by many or by few 
1Sam. 14: 6 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for 
thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. 2 Cor. 12: 9, 

We rest on thee. With him is an arm of flesh; but with 
us is the Lorp our God to help us, and to fight our battles. And 
the people rested themselves upon the words of Hezekiah king of 
Judah. 2 Chron. 32: 8. Commit thy way unto the Lorp; 
trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass. Psa, 37: 5 
Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in Ged, believe also in 
me. John 14: 1. 
Rom. 8: 31. 


Let not man prevail.——He wil! keep the feet of his saints, 
and the wicked shall be silent in darkness; for by strength no 
man shall prevail. 1 Sam. 2: 9.——Arise, O Lora; let mot man 



































If God be for us, who can be against us? 





prevail. Psa. 9: 19.——Cease ye from man, whose breath is in 
his nostrils: for wherein is he to be accounted of ? Isa. 2: 22 
v.12. The Lord smote. And I will stretch ont my 
hand, and smite Egypt with all my wonders which I will do in 
the midst thereof. Ex 3: 21. For I will pass through the 
land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the first born in the 
land of Egypt. Ex. 12; 12 And he smote his enemies in the 
hinder parts: he put them to a perpetual reproach. 











Psa. 78 66. 





LESSON FRAMEWORK. 
BY THE REV. GEORGE A, PELTZ. 


Asa was the third king of Judah, the succession thns far 
being this: 

Rehoboam, reigning seventeen years, B. C. 975-958. 

Abijah, or Abijam, reigning three years, B. C. 958-955. 

Asa, reigning forty-one years, B. C. 955-914. 

The narrative of Asa begins in the books of the Chroni- 
cles, with the first verse of Lesson II., 2 Chron.14: 1. In 
the books of the Kings it begins 1 Kings 15: 8, His gene- 
alogy is given 1 Chron.3: 10; Matt.1: 7,8. When Ara 
became king, he was probably between twenty and thirty 
years of age. Jeroboam was then in the twentieth year of 
his reign in Israel; and Asa, after Jeroboam’s death, lived 
through the successive reigns of Nadab, Baasha, Elah, Zimri, 
and Omri. In the fourth year of Ahab, Israel's next king, 
Asa died (B. C. 914). 

In our lesson course, Abijah, the second king of Judah, is 
passed over without consideration. His record should be 
carefully read from 2 Chron. 13: 1-22; 1 Kings 15: 1-8 
His genealogy appears in 1 Chron.3: 10; Matt. 1: 7 
(Abia). 

Asa did not walk as had Abijah his father, but he was 
“faithful to his God.” His name means curing, or aphysician : 
and his mission was to heal his people. In the third ;ear of 
his reign, Baasha came to the throne of Israel. Between 
him and Asa there was continuous hostility (1 Kings 15: 
16), though the first few years were comparatively quiet 
(2 Chron. 14: 1, 6), and were improved by Asa in purifying 
worship and in strengthening his army (2 Chron. 14: 3-8). 
The numerals in 2 Chron. 15: 19; 16: 1 are incorrect, as 
Baasha died in the twenty-seventh year of Asa’s reign. 
The error is probably that of some early copyist. 

Lesson II. covers events occurring through some fifteen 
years (B. C. 955-941). These events may be classed as (1.) 
Moral improvements, v.1-5; (2.) Military improvemente, 
v. 6-8; and (3) Victory over Zerah, v. 9-12,—verse 12 
having been added by The Sunday School Times as a better 
termination than verse 11, which wgs designated by the 
Lesson Committee. Asa's accession to the throne took place 
in the year of the world (A. M.) 3049; before the building 
of Rome, 202 years; before the first Olympiad, 179 years. 

The intensity of Asa’s.zeal for the moral improvement 
of his people appears in his course with Maacha, who-is 
called his mother (1 Kings 15: 10), and the mother of his 
father, Abijah (1 Kings 15: 2). She was probably Asa’s 
grandmother, and she doubtless occupied a peculiarly hon- 
orable place at the court; but, being idolatrous, was 
deposed by Asa, and her emblems of idolatry were destroyed 
(1 Kings 15: 13). A defect in Asa’s work is indicated in 
1 Kings 15: 14; 22: 43; 2 Chron. 15: 17. The high 
places which he spared had probably been dedicated to 
Jehovah (1 Kings 3: 2). 

One of Rehoboam’s first royal acts was the building of 
“fenced cities” (2 Chron. 11: 5-12). Some of these were 
afterwards captured by Shishak (2 Chron. 12: 4), and they 
were probably included in Abijah’s recapture from Israel 
2 Chron. 13: 19). To rebuild these posts, and to establish 
others, was part of the military work of king Asa. The 
army enrolled by him was not unnaturally large; nor is 
the share furnished by Benjamin when its lighter war 
equipment is considered (v. 8), and its tribal character as 
foretold by Jacob (Gen. 49: 27). 

Concerning Zerah, some difficult problems arise. Zéchler, 
in Lange, prefers the identification of Brugsch, who con- 
siders Zerah to be an Ethiopian ruler who, about B. C. 944, 
invaded Egypt and south-western Asia. The popular view 
identifies him with one of the kings of the Bubastite, or ° 
twenty-second Egyptian dynasty. Usarken I.,the imme- 
diate successor to Shishak-Sesonchis and second king of 
this dynasty, and Usarken II., the fourth king, are those 
between whom the decision is supposed to rest. The latter 
may have been an Ethiopian by birth, as he was son-in-law 
of the king who preceded him. Reginald Staart Poole, in 
Smith's Dictionary, decides that the army was that of an 
Egyptian king, but which king he does not determine. 
It was composed mainly of a mercenary horde gathered 
from the tribes surrounding Fgypt. See, for the composi- 
tion of this army, 2 Chron. 16: 8, compared with 12: 2,3. 
The Cushim, or Ethiopians, may have belonged to Asia; but 
the Lubim belonged to Africa. 

Mareshah was one of the cities fortified by Rehoboam 
(2 Chron.11: 8). Itlay some twenty-five miles south-west of 
Jerusalem, in the low eountry of Judah, near the plain of 
Philistia, ever which the routed army of Zerah fled before 
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Asa to Gorar, some twenty miles west of Mareshah. Dr. 
Robinson identifies the “ valley of Zophathah” with “ the 
broad wady coming down from Beit Jibrin towards Tell Es- 
Safreh.” (Vol. IT. p. 613). 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY C. H. TOY, D.D, LL.D 
PARALLEL TRANSLATION. 


(1.) And Abijah slept with his fathers, and they buried 
him in the city of David; and Asa, his son, reigned in his 
stead. In his days the land was quiet ten years. (2) And 
Asa did what was good and right in the eyes of Jehovah his 
God. (3) And he took away the altars of the strange gods 
and the high places, and brake the pillars, and cut down the 
Asherim; (4) and commanded Judah to seek Jehovah, the 
God of their fathers, and to do the law and the commandment. 
(5.) And he took away out of all the cities of Judah the 
high places and the sun-images And the kingdom was quiet 
before him. (6) And he built fortified cities in Judah; for 
the land was quiet, and he had no war in those years; for 
Jehovah gave him rest. (7.) And he said to Judah, Let us 
build these cities, and surround them with wall and towers, 
gates and bars; the land is yet before us, because we sought 
Jehovah our God—we sought him, and he has given us rest 
round about. And they built and prospered. (8) And Asa 
had an army carrying the large shield and the spear, out of 
Judah three hundred thousand, and out of Benjamin, carry- 
ing the small shield and drawing the bow, two hundred and 
eighty thousand ; all these were mighty men of valor. (9.) 
And Zerah, the Cushite, came out against them with an army 
of a thousand thousand, and three hundred chariots; and he 
came as far as Maresha. (10.) And Asa went out againet 
him, and they set the battle in array in the valley of 
Sephatha at Maresha. (11.) And Asa cried to Jehovah his God, 
and said, O Jehovah, it is nothing with thee to help, whether 
the mighty or the weak; help us, O Jehovah our od, for on 
thee we rely, and in thy name we have come against this 
multitude; O Jehovah, thou art our God, let not man prevail 
against thee. 

FOTES. 

The parallel history of Asa is found in 1 Kings 15: 9-24, 
and is much shorter than that of Chronicles, It omits the 
invasion of Zerah, and the messages of the prophets Oded 
and Hanani(2 Chron. 15,16), together with the statement that 
Asa applied in his sickness to physicians rather than to 
Jehovah. On the other hand it contains a somewhat fuller 
statement of the idolatrous wickedness of Judah (1 Kings 
15: 12). The narrative in Kings is simply historical, 
annalistic; Chronicles introduces incidents that give occasion 
for hortatory and edifying remark. 


Verse 1—And Abijazh slept with his fathers. Abijah's 
short reign of three years was signalized by a successful war 
against Jeroboam, but we learn from 1 Kings (15: 1-8) that 
he was far from being a faithful worshiper of Jehovah; he 
followed the example of his father, and idolatry seems to 
have made fearful progress in the land during his reign. 
The expression “slept with his fathers,” like the similar “ was 
gathered to his fathers,” is parallel with our expression 
* passed away,” or the word “departed,” used by us_ of the 
dead. It implies that he had gone whither his fathers had 








Cut down the Asherim, The Asherim (wrongly rendered 
“groves” everywhere inthe English authorized version) 
were also probably wooden pillars or columns connected with 
the goddess Ashtoreth. 

Verse 4— And commanded Judah to seek J hovah. The first 
recorded instance of royal interference in Israel on behalf of 
oneness of worship; it is acommand to regard Jehovah alone 
as God of Israel—The God of their fathers. Here lay the 
appeal to the national feeling, Jehovah was Israel's God, 
who was associated with the revered names and the great 
events of the past ; why cast him off for foreign gods? Comp. 
Josh. 24: 14-18.—And to do the law and the commandment 
The word here rendered “ law” (tora) means “ instruction,” 


and represents God’s will as conveyed through Moses and the | 
prophets in the form of teaching, moral training; to which is | 


added “ commandment,” the precept enjoining the practice of 
the “instruction.” 

Verse 5 —And he took awry out of all the cities of Judah 
The “all” shows that idolatry was then spread over the 


whole country ; the “ Judah” probably includes the whole | 
territory of the southern kingdom (embracing part of | 


Benjamin, part of Ephraim and Manasseh, and all of Simeon, 
2 Chron. 11: 5-12). He “took away ” without asking leave, 
—The high places, that is, those devoted to idolatry; see on 
verse 3.~— The sun-images. 
the sun-god, the Baal-haman of the Phenicians (comp. Song 
of Songs, 8: 11). The worship of the eun, a prominent part of 
the primitive nature-worship, was universal among ancient 
nations, but seems to have flourished particularly in Phenicia; 
the name of the god Baal-haman (“ Baal of the sun”) appears 
in Carthaginian and Neopunic inscriptions, along with Baal- 
shamem (‘ Baal of the heavens.””) The word here employed 
(Hummanim, always translated “images” in the English 
authorized version) occurs also in Isa. 17: 8, 27: 9, Ezek. 
6: 4-6; 2 Chron. 34: 4, 7; Lev. 26: 30-—And the kingdom was 
quiet before him; that is, in his presence, under his eye, under 
him—a repetition of the statement in verse 1. During this 
reform movement no external or internal enemy disturbed 
him. 

Verse 6.—And he built fortified cities in Judah. What 
cities these were is not mentioned. According to the chro- 
nology here, Geba and Mizpah were not built till some time 
later; see 2 Chron. 16:6. Rehoboam had occupied himself 
with this work of defense (2 Chron. 11: 5), but his fortifica- 
tions had not improbably suffered from Shishak (12: 4); 
Abijah’s short reign was consumed in war, and it devolved 
on Asa to restore the defense of the kingdom.—He had no 
war in these years : in the ‘ ten years” of verse 1; the invasions 
of Zerah and Baasha were later. 

Verse 7.—These cities: those mentioned in the preceding 
verse. The following words describe the ordinary defenses of 
an ancient city. “Walls” in Israel were usually of stone 
(2 Sam. 17: 13), of various height and thickness; the 
“towers” rose above the walls at more or less regular 
intervals, sheltering the defenders and giving them the 
advantage of position over the assailants; military engines 


were not mentioned as introduced till Uzziah’s time 


(2 Chron. 26 : 15) —The land is yet before us : that is, is still in | 


our possession, uninvaded by an enemy. 
Verse 8.—Asahad an army. Inaccordance with this pros- 


perous state of affairs, the army was on a good footing. It 


gone before him (comp. Zach. 1: 5), into Sheol, the under- | consisted of two parts; the heavy-armed men of Judah, 


world —City of David. The name given by David to Zion after | carrying the “large shield” (which covered the whole body, | 


Images or statues consecrated to | 


Verse 10.—As went out against him, His recent organi- 
zation of the army made it possible for him to meet the 
invader in the field. The valley of Sephatha. 


A large valley 
near Maresha, not further known. 


Verse 11.—It ts nothing with thee to help, whether the 
mighty or the weak. That is, thou art not governed in grant- 
ing thy help by considerations of number and power; thou 
wilt take the side of the weak as readily as that of the strong. 
A similar expression occurs in 1 Sam. 14: 6, where it is said 
| that God can save by weak as well as by strong means. 
| — This multitude. Zarah's numbers were about double Asa’s. 
| —Let not man prevail against thee. 
| 
| 





This is by some rendered, 
“man cannot prevail against thee,” but the expression con- 
| tains a wish or exhortation: “ we trust everything to thee, 
our God; may it not turn out that man can constrain thee | 
as, indeed, we know that he cannot.” The victory remained 
with Judah (verse 12), and the victors got great spoil (verses 
13-15); the minuteness of the details speaks for the historical 
| reality of this iavasion. Possibly Asa was weakened by the 
| battle; atany rate, some time afterward he would not venture 


|}on a war with Baasha, but emptied the treasuries of the 
Temple and the palace in order to call in Benhadad's aid 
|(16: 1-4). Zerah’s invasion is not mentioned in the Book of 
| Kings. 


| a sanamunanssstsastpcasnegetots 


ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 


BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


So Abijth slept with his fathers (v. 1). Being a king, and 
having a great army to defend him, could not save Abijah 
from death. He must sleep the last sleep with his fathers: 
sleep the sleep which his sons must sleep, and which every 
one of us must sleep—unless, indeed, our Lord shall sooner 
come to take us to himself. Nor station, nor wealth, nor 
friends can save us from death. Let us have that truth in 
mind when life seems fullest and most secure to us. 

Asa his son reigned in his stead. The world didn't 
stop, nor the kingdom end, because Abijah died. His son 
stepped right into his place, and all things went on as before 
—only a little better. It sometimes seems to us as if this 
church, this Sunday-school, this newspaper, this business 
establishment, this family, could never get along in our 
absence; but the record will show by and by—perhaps very 
soon—that we have slept with our fathers, and that our son, 
or our partner, or our successor has stood in our stead, and no 
real harm has come to anybody through the change. It is 
well to feel our responsibilty while our duties press upon us; 
but don’t let us think that the world rests on our shoulders, 
so that our stepping aside will jar the universe. 

Asa did that which was good and right in the eyes of the 
Lord his God (v. 2). Most persons are ready to do that which 
is good and right—in their own eyes. And a great many 
persons are ready to do that which is good and right—in the 
eyes of the general public. But only the truly godly are 
ready to do that which is good and right in the eyes of 
the Lord. There is, however, no other safe test of integrity. 
Not what we think is good and right; not what other people 
think is allowable; not what is commonly approved as the 
fair thing in business, or politics, or social life; but what God 
declares in his word as just, and honest, and true, and pure is 
| to be accepted as good and right by the child of God and the 


1 


diserple of the Lord Jesus. 
And commanded Judah to seek the Lord. . 





. and to do the 


he captured it from the Jebusites (2 Sam. 5: 9). Herewere the | 1 gam. 17: 7; 1 Kings 10: 16; Psa. 5: 12) and the epear; | law and the commandment (v. 4). It was not enough for Asa 


sepulchres of the kings, and not to be buried there wasa great 


disgrace to a king's name, as happened to Jehoram and Joash; | 


Manasseh, Amon and.Josiah seem to have had their own | bows, in the use of which they were particularly expert. 


separate burial-place (1 Kings 22: 18, 26; 23, 30)—Asa. In 
the main a wise, vigorous and successful monarch; the name 
signifies “ healer.” — The land was quiet ten years. The quiet 


Jeroboam ; but the phrase intimates that those were unquiet 
times. In 1 Kings 15: 16, it is said that there was war 
between Asa and Baasha “all their days.” This may be a 


| 


and the -light-armed Benjaminites, bearing “ small shields” 
(Gen. 15: 1; Deut. 33: 29; 2 Sam. 1: 21; Psa. 18: 30) and 


The numbers given are large, but not incredible, supposing 
that all the able-bodied men in the nation were soldiers. An 


| army of half a million would suppose a population of nearly 
was secured in part probably by Abijah’s victory over | 


two million for the southern kingdom, and six million for the 


whole of Israel.— Mighty men of valor. Soldiers of training 


, and prowess. 


general expression meaning that the attitude of the two. 


kingdoms toward one another was hostile, though there were 
not always actual hostilities. 

Verse 2—And Asa did what was good and right in the eyes 
of Jehovah his God. Kings adds, ‘as did David his father.” 

Verse 3—He took away the altars of the strange gods. 
These were Chemosh (of the Moabites), Molech or Milcom (of 
the Ammonites), Baal and Ashtaroth (of the Zidonians), and 
perhaps others, The worship of these deities ex‘sted among 
the Israelites in the time of the Judges, and, indeed, as far 
back as we can go. Partially suppressed under David, it 
was re-established with splendor by Solomon, and continued 
by Rehoboam and Abijah. Asa is the first king who is stated 
to have endeavored to crush it, and his attempt was only 
partially successful—High places. Idolatrous places of wor- 
ship on hills. Many ancient nations had such elevated 
places of worship. Asa did not destroy those that were 
dedicated to Jehovah (2 Chron. 15: 17), only such as were 
connected with the worship of the “strange gods.”—Brake 
the pillars. These were wooden posts or statues of deities.— 


Verse 9.—Zerah the Cushite, or Ethiopian. The person of 
this monarch and the occasion of his attack are uncertain. The 
chronology (this invasion occurred only twenty-five years 
after that of Shishak I.) forbids us toidentify him with Shabak, 
the Sabacon of Herodotus (2: 137-152), who followed the 
twenty-fourth dynasty. The similarity of name might suggest 
Ozorkon I., second king of the twenty-second dynasty (successor 
of Shishak I.), but he was Egyptian, not Ethiopian. He is, 
perhaps, the same with Azerk Amen, an Ethiopian, who is 
said to have invaded Egypt under Takelot I., successor of 
Osorkon. The size of his army is probably given in round 
numbers; the number of chariots is not too large (see on 
chap. 12: 3), the force of infautry and cavalry (one million) 
is surprisingiy large, but it is stated from such a rough 
estimate as one army may make of the size of its antagonist. 
—He came as far as Maresha, This was one of the cities 
fortified by Rehoboam (2 Chron. 11: 8), situated about 
twenty-five miles south-west of Jerusalem, near the road 
from Egypt to the latter city, and probably by its strength 
arrested the march of Zerah. For other notices of it, see 
Josh. 15: 44; 2 Chron. 20: 87; Mie. 1: 15. 


| to do what was good and right. He wanted other people to 
| dothe same. He recognized his responsibility for all over 
| whom he was set in charge. As king he commanded his 
people to remember that they were Gods people. He 
enjoined it upon them to do not only as the king said, but 
asthe Lord said. All of us have responsibility for some- 
body; for children; for scholars; for servants; for neigh- 
bors and friends. Let us see to it that they are commanded 
by our loving precept and by our unvarying example, to 
seek the Lord, and to do his commandments. 

The Lord had given him rest (v. 6). Rest is one of the 
Lord's great blessings to hischildren. Work and worry and 
sorrow would quickly break down the strongest ‘man if he 
never had rest. And rest is a blessing which the Lord is 
| ready to give to all who trust in Jesus. The call to the 
| believer is to “rest in the Lord,” and the aseurance is, that 
| there remaineth "—there standeth at the present time—‘a 
rest to the people of God;” a rest which none of us ought 

to come short of. 











Rest and quiet sometimes go together 

| and sometimes rest is accompanied by strife and struggle. 
In Asa’s reign, “the land was quiet ten years”; but after 
| that, when a host of a million men and more came up in 
| war against Asa, his declaration to the Lord in the hour ot 
| battle was, ‘We rest on thee.” Rest—rest all times, when 
there is quiet and when there is warfare—is the privilege of 
the Christian believer. Its possession and enjoyment area 
Christian duty, 


Let us build . . . while the land is yet before us (v.7). The 
best season for providing against an enemy is before the 
enemy appears. “In time of peace prepare for war.” It is 
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too late, when a great danger is here, to make preparations 
against it. When the town is on fire, it is a poor time to 
organize a fire department. When the pestilence has full 
sweep in a city, it is of little use to study methods of keeping 
it out. If you want no drunkards in your family, have no 
drinkin, there. ‘“ An ounce of prevention is worth a pound 
of cure.” If you want your sons and daughters to be noble 
men and women, fill their minds while they are yet children 
with a dread of that which is impure and unholy, and bring 
them to the Lord in faith, that he may make their hearts a 
fortress guarded by his Spirit. Build while the land is yet 
before you. There is no time like the present for wise pre- 
cautions against evil. 


Lord, it is nothing with thee to help, whether with many or 
with them that have no power (v. 11). It is nothing to the 
Lord; but it is a great deal to his children. It makes no 
difference to him; but it makes a vast difference to them, 
whether the host to be met is a mighty or a weak one. To 
our view there are great dangers and slight ones. To God 
all oppositions are alike. We are apt to forget this when we 
go to God with our troubles; or when we hesitate about 
going to him. Sometimes it seems as if he could not help us; 
the danger is so imminent and so peculiar. Again it seems as 
if the matter were too slight to receive his attention. It is 
big enough to have our attention, but not big enough to have 
his, What folly! If anything is worthy of our notice, it is 
not beneath the notice of our God. Ifit is so vast that it 
seems beyond the possibility of help to us; it is not large 
enough to put God in extremity. He can help us in the 
greatest emergencies. He is ready to help us in the least of 
them. Don't let us measure our troubles, or the Lords power 
over them, by our standard of feeling and comprehension. 


In thy name we go against this multitude. That is the 
way to go against a multitude, whether to work for 
reforms, or to repel assaults. Going in the name of the Lord 
we can go confidently. Every preacher and every teacher 
ought to go in this name against those over whom they would 
have power. It is going in one’s own name, or in the name 
of one’s denomination, or church, or cause, which renders 
ineffective so much of Christian effort. When a man stands 
for the Lord, and moves forward as the Lord’s representative, 
then it is that he is invincible. And it is in the name of the 
Lord that a man must go against the multitude of spiritual 
enemies—the multitude of temptations, and annoyances, and 
trials—which beset him. Whoever would do God service, or 
would have God’s help, must go everywhere and always in 
the name of the Lord. 

The Lord smote the Ethiopians before Asa (v. 12). Because 
Asa did that which was good and right in the eyes of the 
Lord, the Lord did that which was pleasing in the eyes of 
Asa. Them that honor God, God will honor. If we stand 
for the Lord, and go against enemies in the name of the 
Lord, counting as our enemies only those who are his ene- 
mies, we may be sure that the Lord will smite our enemies— 
his enemies—before our eyes. If we stand with the Lord in 
our struggles, we shall stand with him in his triumphs. 





Norr.—An extended article on the theme of this lesson, 
entitled ‘A Model of Prayer in Emergencies,” by Professor 
Austin Phelps, will be found on our third page. |THE Eprror.] 





HINTS FOR PRIMARY TEACHERS. 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 


It will greatly facilitate the teaching and the understanding 
of this lesson to draw a map. Every Sunday-school teacher 
should be so familiar with Palestine as to be able to draw 
quickly its outline, principal cities, mountains, river Jordan 
and Dead Sea. If preferred, it can be partly prepared at 
home, on a large sheet of paper, and dots and lines added 
before the class from time to time, and so always ready for 
reference in the various lessons of the quarter. Make a very 
distinct colored line, showing the extent and position of the 
two kingdoms, Israel and Judah. This may be found on 
many maps from which you can copy ; but if none is at hand 
so marked, there are many which give the country as divided 
among the tribes, and you can easily enclose in one kingdom 
the territory of Judah and Benjamin. The children will 
thus be helped to review the lesson of last Sunday. 

Who was the first king of Judah? The king in our lesson 
to-day was as different from Rehoboam as their names are 
different. Rehoboam was a bad king with a hard name, the 
other a good king with an easy name. Show the class 
quickly that if you (or some restless child called up) make on 
the blackboard a big “ A” and a little “a” and put a crooked 
“S" between, you have his name; then let them see by 
spelling as you point, that backward and forward it spells 
the same. This seems very simple, but the name thus taught 
will surely be remembered. 

Rehoboam was Asa’s grandfather: his father, Abijah, the 
son of Rehoboam, was a wicked man, but a brave soldier; he 
‘walked in all the sins of his father,” but because in battle 
he and his army honored the God of their fathers, God gave 
them victory over Jeroboam, king of Israel. Abijah died, and 


‘spears and arrows. 





was buried in Jerusalem, and Asa his son became king of 
Judah; and for ten years they had peace and quiet in the 
whole land. 

What is the name of this lesson? What is it to be faithful? 
Let the children express their ideas, then tell them we will 
learn the story of Asa, and learn how Asa was faithful to his 
God, and how God was faithful to him. Whose God was he 
faithful to? 

Some of those nations were faithful and worked hard in 
their worship of Baal, of calves of gold, of images built on 
high hills and in groves. Who was Asa’s God? In our verses 
of the lesson we find it in capital letters, and so we will put 
it on the board. 

The LORD his God. 

Now let us see in how many ways Asa was faithful to him. 
He did right, his actions were good, not only what his neigh- 
bors and his people would like and praise him for, but he 
remembered that Rehoboam in his pride forgot, that God 
saw his heart and watched every thought and word. See 
what the verse tells us. Have all repeat: “Asa did that 
which was good and right in the eyes of the Lord his God.” 
Let us count and see what good things we are told that he did. 
He took away the altars of the strange gods. What kind of 
gods did some of the people worship? He destroyed the high 
places; that means the places on high hills devoted to 
heathen worship; he broke the images ; he cut down the groves. 
How many things did he do to destroy idol worship? His 
grandmother had made an idol and set it up in a grove; but 
he was so determined to have no such worship he would not 
let her be queen any longer, and destroyed her idol and 
burned it by a brook. 

That was not all he did; when he took away their evil 
worship he taught them something better; he was king, and 
he commanded the people to serve the Lord God of their 
fathers, and to do the Law and the Commandments. He 
meant to have them serve and obey not only himself as king, 
but the Lord his God. 

He was not satisfied to do this just around Jerusalem 
where he lived, but in all the cities of his kingdom he took 
away the high places and the images. How many things 
can you tell now, to show that Asa was faithful to his God? 

He was not idle either; he trusted in God to help him to 
take care of his kingdom, but he did not sit down and fold 
his arms, and expect to be blessed if he did nothing. He was 
very busy: he said, ‘‘ We have sought our Lord, and he has 
given us rest; now let us build our cities and make walls and 
towers, and great gates and strong bars, while we have peace 
and no enemy coming against us. See how much work they 
did in the years of peace. Make on your map circles to 
stand for the cities, probably the same fifteen which Reho- 
boam had tried to make strong in his time, all named in 
2 Chron, 11: 6-10. 

What king came and took these cities in the time of 
Rehoboam ? Asa had faith in God, but he knew the meaning 
of what David said—‘‘Trust in the Lord and do good, so 
shalt thou dwellin the land.” He believed the promises, but 
he knew he must do his part in building up the cities the 
king of Egypt had destroyed. We must all work and watch 
as wellas pray. The farmer believes that God has said that 
seed-time and harvest shall never fail, and that he will send 
sunshine and rain; but if he never planted any seed, could 
the rain shower his growing crops? So king Asa worked as 
faithfully as he trusted. 

He had an army, too, ready in case of an enemy coming; 
five hundred and eighty thousand men with shields and 
He had been king about fourteen years 
when God let him be tried. A king from Ethiopia, in Africa, 
came with an army twice as large as Asa’s, for he had amillion 
men and many in war-chariots. Asa thought of God, and yet 
he worked with all his might. He marched his men and his 
war-chariots out to a broad plain about twenty-five miles 
south-west from Jerusalem. Point it out on map. He 
spread out his army ready for the battle, while before and 
around, as far as he could see, it must have seemed as if the 
whole country was covered with the crowds of dark faced 
soldiers ready to destroy them. 

But Asa had a strong friend they did not see nor know. 
He cried to him, to the Lord his God, in the very words of 
our golden text. See what faith Asa had ; he was not afraid 
to tell his Lord that it was just as easy for him to help the 
weak as the strong, even those who had no power; then he 
plainly asked for just what he needed, help, for he prayed, 
** Help us, O Lord our God ;” then he told him all his trust, 
saying, ‘for we rest in thee;” then he told of his strong 
hope and confidence, for he said, ‘“ In thy name we go against 
this multitude.” Asa would not fear because the enemy's 
army was double his own, for they were going to fight in the 
name of God ; his faith grew stronger as he prayed, he made 
it God's battle, not his own, for he said, ‘‘ Let not man prevail 
against thee.” 

Was not Asa faithful to his God when he worked and when 
he prayed? ‘If God be for us, who can be against us?” 
Was God faithfulto Asa? Did God ever fail to answer such 
a prayer? Through so many years of Asa’s being king, he 
had given peace and rest to the kingdom; when the fearful 





time of battle came, would not Asa's God help him when he 
called in such faith? Listen to the story: “The Lord smote 
the Ethiopians before Asa and before Judah, and they fled.” 
Who smote the Ethiopians? In whom did Asa trust? We 
are not told that the spears or the arrows killel any of them; 
but when the Lord smote the enemy they fled, and for 
twenty miles Asa and his army went after them, as they ran 
leaving their tents and provisions. They went hurrying 
back towards the south, glad to escape with their lives; and 
Asa’s army took their sheep and cattle and camels and tents, 
and went gladly back to Jerusalem. 

What is there for us in this lesson? What did Asa say 
was just as easy for God? Can he help in every little 
trouble as well as great trials? He heard a king's words in 
distress, and he hears the young ravens whentheycry. Will 
he not hear the whisper of every little child who thinks of 
him? In whom did Asa trust? In whose name did he go 
against the strong army? Did you ever hear of a shepherd 
boy who in God's name went against a giant? Who con- 
quered? Why? If you fight against sin, who will help you 
to conquer?” 

God has given us more than Asa or David had, to make us 
faithful and to trust in him. He has sent his beloved Son, 
and he has said, “If ye shall ask anything in my name, I 
will do it.” When wethink of Asa, what one word tells 
what he was? Write on the board before his name, Fuithful. 
Will that same word tell what the Lord was to him? Will 
he be so to us if we trust in his Son? Then let us remember 
these words : 

Faithful Asa. 
The Lorp his God. 


The time to begin io prepare for a thorough quarterly 
review, is in the very first lesson of the quarter. If each 
lesson is condensed in a few leading words, with the sentiment 
of the golden text, and each lesson connected with the last 
like links in a chain, then reviewing will be easy and 
delightful. Children often ask, Is that true? When did it 
happen? We cannot teach much chronology, but real history 
is to give events, time, and place. To make the “long ago” 
more real, tell that all this was nearly a thousand years 
before Jesus was born in Bethlehem, one of the cities the 
Egyptian king took ; and Rome was not built for more than 
two hundred years after. Is it strange that it was not all 
forgotten? God keptit for us in two ways: in the Bible and 
written on stone. The prond king of Egypt had men carve 
his name and the names of the cities, in stone; and now in 
the ruins in Egypt is part of a great temple, and on its walls, 
almost three thousand years old, can be read, in strange 
words and pictures, the same story as our lesson of to-day. 





ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Fruits or Fipetity. PEAcE.—The gyroscope is a mechani- 
cal toy which is wound up by a string and then is set’ 
going. The motion of the wheel round and round upon its 
axis sends the wheel also forward, and is thus a visible 
ime ge of the twofold motion of the earth, first upon its own 
axis, and then around thesun. The harmony and perfec- 
tion of the earth’s double motion, as seen in this philosophi- 
cal instrument, the gyroscope, are the result of its fidelity to 
law. Thus the planets, noiselessly swinging on their way 
through space, have all this harmony and peace because they 
are faithful to the laws of their orbit. Every night when 
we look upon the silent sky, all the peace and quiet there is 
the result of obedience to the laws of their existence. 

Moonlight at sea—what a peaceful sight! We can see 
the broad belt of silver, narrowing in and in, until it ends 
under the eye of the full moon. But there is a hidden 
power of the moon over the water; we see its influence in 
the ebb and flood tides. One foot more of tide might turn 
the ocean into new channels, and change the face of conti- 
nents; but the moon is faithful to the tidal influence com- 
mitted to it; and the result of this fidelity is peace in 
nature. 


What a swing there is to the walking-beam of an engine! 
The Corliss engine at the late Centennial Exposition swung 
its pendent shaft as if it was a piece of play. But it never - 
threw it outside of its bounds, or beyond its lawful limits; 
and the result was the harmonious working of thousands of 
wheels, and peace and order and safety throughout the 
entire building. 

Purity.—Henry the Fourth, of France, was born to be 
the leader of the Huguenots of that country. His birth 
had been greeted with thanksgiving to God, and his mother, 
the brave Queen of Navarre, dedicated him to the service of 
the struggling Protestant cause. He was a brave, true 
leader, and Macauley has immortalized his name in his 
spirited poem, “The Battle of Ivry.” Butatlasthe grew 
tired of his cause. He wanted to be king of France; and 
is said to have remarked that ‘ Paris was worth a mass.” 
So he became a Romanist, and threw down the leadership 
of the Protestant party. Henry of Navarre was assas- 
sinated; the Protestant party, with all its tradesmen, had 
no leader ; the scepter passed into the hands of the Bour- 
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bons, who, in their blindness, brought on all the horrors, 
crimes, and monstrosities of the French Revolution. If 
Paris had been free and Protestant like London, it would 
have been morally impossible for the terrors of the French 
Revolution to have taken place. Henry Fourth was unfaith- 
fal to the crisis of his hour, and wedded the Bourbon family 
forever to Rome; and it took a French Revolution to clear 
away the impurities of the Bourbons. 

B. C. 168, an old priest, Mattathias, raised in Syria the 
standard of revolt against the Macedonian kings of the 
Antiochan family. Judas Maccabeus, his son, went on with 
the work of rebellion, gathered the tribes together, fought 
against the cruel Macedonians, appealed to Rome for help, 
and preserved that old Jewish faith of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, which was the religion of his fathers, from being 
stamped out by the cruel persecutions of the wicked king 
Antiochus Epiphanes. And it was on this pure old Jewish 
religion, saved by Judas Maccabeus from the idolatries of 
the Greek and Roman mythology, that our Lord Jesus 
Christ began to build up Christianity, and to give to the 
world his revelation of God the Father, when he said, “I 
came not to destroy but to fulfill.” The fidelity of Judas 
Maccabens, a second King David in preserving the religion 
of his forefathers, was the unseen foundation upon which 
our Lord began to build, in his teaching to the Jews. 


Srrexcto.—Daniel and his companions in Babylon, in 
the midst of the luxury of the court-life there, were faithful 
to the vows of their simple living, aad begged that they 
might have their old food of pulse, instead of the rich 
viands of the king's table. And we read as the result of 
this faithfulness to the simple wants of their nature, the 
following account of their gain in strength: “ And at the end 
of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and fatter in 
flesh than all the children which did eat the portion of the 
king’s meat” (Dan, 1: 15). 

TriumpH.—The winding up of some grand musical over- 
ture is a wonderful exhibition of a general triumph through 
individual faithfulness. Each violinist sees only the sheet 
of music before him; each horn and cornet player knows 
exactly when he is to enter upon the;work, and when he is 
to leave off; the striker of the cymbals, and the man who 
beats the drums, watch their music as carefully as the most 
intricate soloist,and while the leader guides them all with 
his quick-moving baton, and swells the closing triumph of 
the finale by his skill in generalship, it is, afterall, the fidelity 
of each individual player to the music placed before him, 
which insures the closing triumph, and the loud and long 
applause. 

John Bunyan thus describes the death of Faithful at 
Vanity Fair: ‘“ They therefore brought him out to do with 
him according to their law; and first they scourged him, 
after that they stoned him with stones, and last of all they 
burned him to ashesat the stake. Thus came Faithful to 
his end. Now I saw that there stood behind the multitude a 
chariot and a couple of horses waiting for Faithful, who, so 
soon as his adversaries had despatched him, was taken up 
into it, and straightway was carried up through the clouds, 
with sound of trumpet, the nearest way to the Celestial 
Gate.” : 

The triumph of Jesus at the mount of the Ascension came 
after his faithfulness to the Father's will in Gethsemane, 
and upon Mount Calvary. 
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ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 
BY WILLARD M. RICE, D.D. 
2 Chron. 14: 1. The land was quiet, etc. Abijah’s vigor 








effect of the great battle of Zemarain (1 Kings 15: 11-14). 
Though there was war between Baasha and Asa all their 
days (1 Kings 15: 16), it did not for some time occasion 
much disturbance to the peace of Judah, through the 
enfeebled state of Israel — Scott. 


V. 3. Strange. Heathen gods. 
but Jehovah.— Hunt. 


High places. From 1 Kings 15: 17, 1t appears that the 
high places were not removed. It is evident, however, that 
the term “high places” isa general one, and denotes both 
places wholly given up to idol worship, and places where 
Jehovah was worshiped outside of the tabernacle. The 
allusion, no doubt, here is to idol high places, as the connec- 
tion would indicate, and in 1 Kings 15: 17 to those in 
which Jehovah was irregularly worshiped as one of the 
gods —Hunt. 


The term included all 


Brake down the images. The memorial stones erected to 
Baal. (Compare Ex. 34: 13; Judges3: 7; 2 Kings3: 2.) 


Cut down the groves. The Asherim, the wooden posts, tree- 
trunks and holy trees consecrated to Astarte (1 Kings 14 
23; Deut. 16: 21).—Lange. 


V.5. Images. Sun-images; the statues before the altars 
of Baal, consecrated to him as the sun god. Such images 
are found in the temples of Siva, in India. They are made 
of black granite, in the shape and about the size of a man. 
There are, however, many of them with only a head, having 
a halo or coruscation to represent the orb of day. Thus, in 
the honses of the rich natives may be seen, near a niche, on 
one side, the representation of the sun, and on the other, 
the cresent moon. The temple images are placed on the east 
side.— Roberts. 


Rest. Various concurring events formed the second cause 
of this rest, both from external wars and internal disturb- 
ances; but the Lord, the Great Firat Cause, directed and 
overruled all to effect his own merciful purpose to Asa and 
Judah.—Scott. 


V. 7. While the landis yet before us. While we have free 
and undisputed progress everywhere; no foe is near; but, 
as this happy time of peace may not last always, and the 
kingdom 1s but small and weak, let us prepare suitable 
defenses in case of need.— F'ausset and Brown. 


They built and prospered. Asa notices that the rest they 
had was the gift of God. God must be acknowledged with 
thankfulness in the rest we are blessed with, of body and 
mind, family and country. As the frowns and rebukes of 
Providence should be observed to check us in an evil way, 
so the smiles of Providence should be noticed for our 
encouragement in that which is good (Hag. 2: 18,19; Mal 
3: 10).—Scott and-Henry. 


V. 8. Men that bare targets and spears Now, as in 
David's time (1 Chron. 12: 24), the men of Judah served as 
heavy-armed, while the Benjamites were light-armed, 
using the sling probably, and the bow. (Compare 1 Chron 
8: 40; 12: 2.)}— Bible Com. 

Three hundred thousand ... two hundred and fourscore 
thousand. These numbers accord well with those of chap. 13: 3. 
As the boundaries of Judah had been enlarged (13: 19), 
and as for ten years there had been no war (14: 1) the 
effective force had naturally increased. It was 400,000; it 
is now 580,000.—Bible Com. 


V.9. Zerah. Chief of the Cushites or Ethiopians of 
Arabia, as they were evidently a nomad horde who hada 
settlement of tents and cattle in the neighborhood of Gerar. 
—Fausset and Brown. 


An Ethiopian, not Egyptian ruler, who, under the reign 
of Takeloth I., about 944 B.C., invaded the south-west of 
Asia and Egypt as a conqueror.—Brugsch, Lange. 


The identification of Zerah has occasioned some difference 
of opinion. He has been thought to have been a Cushite of 
Arabia, or a Cushite of Ethiopia, above Egypt. But lately 
it has been supposed that Zerah is the Hebrew name of 
Usarken I, second king of the Egyptian twenty-second 
dynasty ; or perhaps, more probably, Usarken II., his second 
successor. That the invading army was of an Egyptian 
king cannot be doubted.— if. S. Poole. 


A thousand thousand. The statement as to Zerah’s 
army, that it numbered one million warriors and three hun- 
dred war-chariots, rests upon a rough estimate, in which 
times one thousand times one thousand expresses the idea of 
the greatest possible number.— Keil. 


V.10. Zephathah,—vale of the watch-tower. The engage- 
ment between the armies took place ina plain near that 
town, called ‘the valley of Zephathah,” supposed to be the 
broad way coming down Beit Jibrin toward Tell-Es-Safreh. 
— Robinson. 


V.11. Asa cried unto the Lord his God. Strong in the 
confidence that the power of God was able to give the vic- 
tory equally with few as with many, the pious king 
marched with a comparatively small force to encounter the 
formidable host of marauders at his southern frontier. Com- 
mitting his cause to God, he engaged in the conflict, com- 
pletely routed the enemy, and succeeded in obtaining, as the 
reward of his victory, a rich booty in treasure and cattle 
from the tents of this pastoral horde—Fuusset and Brown. 


It is nothing with thee to help. Thou canst as easily help 
the weak as the atrong. In thy name—trusting in thee. 
Many prevail against thee (chap. 13: 20; 1 Chron. 29: 14), 
Let not weak men accomplish anything with thee, show thy 
power or omnipotence over weak men.— Keil 


He that sought God in the day of peace and prosperity 
could, with holy boldness, cry to God, in the day of his 
trouble, and call him Ais God. His prayer is short, but has 
much in it.—/Scott. 


Asa’s prayer is the genuine language of faith and expec- 
tation from God. 1. He gives to God the glory of his infi- 
nite power and sovereignty. 2. He takes hold of their 
covenant relation to God as theirs. 3. He pleads their 


and success laid the foundation of Asa’s peace and pros- | dependence upon God, and the manner in which they looked 
perity. This long interval of peace was the continued | to him in this expedition. 4. He interests God in their 





cause. The enemy is a mortal man; God is immortal.— 
Henrv. 


The defeat of Zerah is an instance rather of the power of 
faith than of the bravery of the Hebrews. It is one of the 
many proofs that God is to his people ever the same, whether 
he bids them stand still and behold his salvation, or nerves 
them with that courage that has wrought great things in hie 
name in our later age.—AR. S. Poole. 





ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL, 


Abijah is said to have been buried “in the city of David.” 
The custom of burying the dead outside of city walls in 
ancient times, was universal, The city of Jerusalem, the 
ruins of Ephesus, the numerous tombs excavated by Gen- 
eral Di Cesnola, in Cyprus, all show the same thing. And 
the identity of the holy sepulchre and the nest of tombs 
under the walls of the church, further down the rocky hill-side, 
awaits its decisive proof, when excavations shall show, if it 
can yet be shown, that the wall of Herod’s time ran 80 as to 
exclude these sepulchres. Otherwise they must belong to a 
higher antiquity than the time of Christ. What is meant 
by being buried “in the city of David,” seems therefore 
somewhat uncertain ; but most likely it does not mean within 
that part of Zion which was enclosed by walls, or inhab- 
ited—except, perhaps, by those who dwelt amongst the 
tombs. Dr. F. De Haas, late United States Consul at Jeru- 
salem, indeed, has given an account of his descent into the 
supposed sepulchre of David, or into some of its ante-rooms, 
and claims to be the only Frank, except a daughter of Dr. Bar- 
clay, who has ever entered the place. But as it is most 
probable that the wall in David's time included that build- 
ing (which is not within the present wall), it is equally 
probable that David’s tomb was not there: and it follows 
that the matter needs investigation by competent archwolo- 
gists. It is further worthy of notice that the building in 
question was formerly a monastery, in which was the tra- 
ditional coenaculum, or upper room of the last supper—still 
exhibited as such; and that the tradition that David's tomb 
was underneath, as shown in Besant and Palmer's “ City of 
Herod and Saladin,” is now scarcely more than three hun- 
dred years old. 

“City of David” is a term used in the Scriptures in 
various senses. It means the ‘stronghold of Zion” some- 
times, and, in the New Testament, again, means Bethlehem. 

“Altars of the strange gods’ means altars of the 
strangers; that is, of the gods of strange nations;rather than 
gods strange to Jehovah. Its proper antithesis is the “ God 
of their fathers.” The tribal or clannish feeling (we would 
hardly say national in its modern, expanded sense), which 
made stranger and enemy synonymous words, had doubtless 
its influence among the rude masses, both in a general 
departing from God, and ina superficial or outward reforma- 
tion. 

The targets, mentioned in verse 8 of the lesson, were small 
shields, used to protect from blows or thrusts. They have 
been used in almost all ages, throughout the world. Sir 
Walter Scott's lines well illustrate: 


“Til fared it then with Roderick Dhu 
That on the field his targe he threw; 
For, trained abroad his sword to wield, 
Fitz James's blade was sword and shield.” 


The “shields,” in the same verse 8, were covers, protecting 
the whole body, and defending against chance missiles. 
Perhaps they were used then, as later by the Roman soldiers, 
who, in attacking a wall, held these shields over their backs, 
close-joined and lapping like a roof, forming what was 
called the ‘‘ testudo,” or, as we would call it, “ turtle-back ;” 
thus protecting themselves from missiles hurled down from 
the top of the walls. 

“ That drew bows,” is, literally, “ that trod bows.” Bows 
of steel, horn, bone, and other substances unyielding to light 
force, had the foot planted on them, to draw them with more 
strength. In the museums of Europe and America, one can 
see cross-bows furnished with 4 piece of metal like a stirrup, 
in which to put the foot in order to draw them—the drawing 
sometimes being done with a crank or winch. Pictures, 
ancient and modern, representing soldiers so drawing a bow, 
are not rare. The writer has seen an old picture representing 
a savage putting his foot in the middle of his bow (not a 
cross-bow) and drawing the string with both hands. 

“@Zerah the Ethiopian” most likely came as an ally of 
Egypt, or on some similar footing. The Ethiopians of ancient 
times, however, did not come exclusively from Africa. 
Ethiopia included also a part of Asia, and continued to do so, 
down, at least, to the time of Ptolemy the Geographer. Evi- 
dences of ancient mining, and ruins, on the east side of the 
Red Sea, show a civilization and works similar to if not 
identical with that of some periods of Egypt. The name 
“ Zerah,” if Hebrew, as it probably is, means [sun] Rising ;” 
a noun of the same letters as the verb rendered “is risen,” 
Isa. 60: 1: the name itself would seem to belong to an 
Ethiopian of Eastern origin—but that, of course, determines 
nothing. 
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—Now that the Rev. Dr. Charles S. Robinson has retired 
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, raees : ‘ from the editorship of the Illustrated Christian Weekly, | i Sian 
THE TORONTO INSTITUTE. and that his church has been treed from the burden of its | Illustrated India: Its Princes and People. By Mrs. Julia 
BY JAMES TOWN. debt, he has freer swing for his good work as a pastor; but | A. Stone. Hartford: American Publishing Company.—The 


One of the specialties of Toronto is its Annual Sunday- | b¢ Will hardly let his pen remain wholly inactive, and the | book does not pretend to be a history, but portrayal of 
school Institute. It is held during five days in the last reading public will hardly consent that he shall have noth- | sights and incidents that passed under the view of the 
week of November, or the first of December. A conductor ing to say to them through the columns of the religious authoress, the wife of a United States Consul. The descrip- 
is usually secured from the states; Dr. John H. Vincent, | PT**- tions are graphic, and the choice of incidents happy. 
H. Clay Trumbull, William Reynolds, Dr. Warren Ran- —The Rev. Edward Abbott retires from The Congrega- on er a ae = ays hy very valuable, and much 
dolph, the Rev. George A. Peltz, and Professor W. F.| tionalist; but retains editorship of the Literary World. em congo Sd “a rane re ot ae odd full-page 
Sherwin being among those who have served in this He is sure to do a good work and to have his ability and : ps ouna ‘ m or ; ‘. Poa sad = nae 
capacity. Five years ago the two brethren last named worth recognized wherever he labors. Ina recent mention, Sciieiein oh pevceaas srseycte pesca " an 
acted conjointly in the conductorship, Professor Sherwin in The Sunday School Times, of his “ Long Look House’ gus, pecially interesting. 





havi sal cl ft} ic: and at the lat i series of books for boys, the error was made of referring = a a ag 4 es toe ny beagterna he espa 
) aving specia er of the music; and #6 the late session, hi Ma ae sag | 5p and life-like views of India, its present life and former lux- 
held December 3-7, they were again in command. to his uncle as aiding in the preparation of the famous ury and misery. It is instructive and entertaining, without 
; This institute really begins on the Saturday evening Rollo books, His father, the Rev. Jacob Abbott, was alone any dull or dry pages. Atthe end is an account of the late 
' preceding the public meetings. A social gathering of pas- | in the authorship of the volumes of that series 


tors and superintendents is then convened for the purpose} __At the invitation of a’number of the prominent ‘pro- | not #0 well told in quotations from other sources as is the 
of promoting good fellowship, and of talking over plans. | fogsional and scientific men, lay and clergy, of Philadelphia, | rest of the book in the author’s own language. The book 
Mr. Daniel McLean gave the entertainment this year, his | the Rey. Dr. George Dana Boardman is to deliver before the | i8 ® little marred here and there by unpleasant errors in 
guests taking tea together and spending a pleasant and public, at the Hall of the Young Men’s Christian Associa- | English, which are doubtless to be laid at the comporitor’s door ; 
profitable evening. On Sunday the conductors moved tion, a series of lectures on the First Two Chapters of other errors of a scientific or linguistic nature are pardon- 
somewhat among the churches, and assisted in eight dis-| Genesis, or the Moral Lessons of the Creative Week. The | ble. As far as possible these should be corrected in a 
tinct services. Their work consisted of sermons, Bible-| jectyures are a series which Dr. Boardman had begun to second edition—just as the faulty Latinity of Robert Brown, 
readings, addresses, and services of sacred song. So many . 


trip of the Prince of Wales to India, but, while valuable, is 


Oe ee oe 


deliver before his own people, but their unusual interest f actle P rincep ene botanists of his time, in the firet odi- 
1 churches were open to these brethren, that they were com- | Jed to the above invitation. The following is a syllabus of tion of his masterpiece of descriptive flora, was quietly cor- 
pelled to decline more invitations than those which they | the course: rected by the German editors for all subsequent issues. 


) accepted. : (1.) January 8, Introductory. (2) January 15, Genesis of the (ove, Fy SSS. Clee, silt 
That noble church edifice known as The Metropolitan | Universe. (3) January 22, Genesis of Order. (4.) January 29, 


was secured for the sessions of the Institute. Its central | Genesis of Light. (5.) February 5, Genesis of the Sky. (6)| Ze Table of Plenty. A collection of Scripture “ Alle,’ 
location and its immense size were considerations which, | February 12, Genesis of the Lands. (7) February 19, Genesis | preeented under the figure of A Feast for the Soul. Com- 
in a great degree, determined its selection as the place of | Of Plants. (8) February 26, Genesis of the Luminaries. (9.) piled by E.R, Hyde. New York: Anson D. F, Randolph 
ssuetie The choice was wisely made, for no other March 5, Genesis of Animals. (10) March 12, Genesis of Man. | & Co.—The work of an invalid, to beguile and comfort 

di 8. Set’ ta Gates eedlt will 0 tinh Prenerser (11.) March 19, Genesis of Language. (12) March 26, Genesis of | weary hours of the compiler’s own, it is a series of Scrip- 
ni ene Ae ‘ ‘ Woman, (13.) April 2, Genesis of the Sabbath. (14.) April 9, | ture texts in which the word all occurs, arranged, under the 
have accommodated the crowds in attendance at the evening : , : ; : : 

: : Recapitulatory. following heads; under each head in the order in which 
eee tae, he, Ge Gees age Se em, Mr. K. A. B ll gi furth ticul ;, | they occur in our English Bible: concerning God the Father 
with its organist, and its choir, became at times grandly| —™Mr. 4. A. Burnell gives further particulars ot his 

; : ‘ aa : | f : : Christ the Son, the Holy Ghost, the Scriptures, Man, Pre- 
helpful in the musical services; though, for much of this | °V@ngelistic work, in a letter from Shanghai, China. He : . 

p ; gh, : th tli his ti for th P in India: “M cepts, Promises, Earth, Heaven; with an Introductory leaf 
work, the cabinet organ, handled by Professor Sherwin, was | *2U8 Oubiines tis Plan for me Campaign in ‘nds: ™Y | wade up in nearly the same way, and appropriate Scriptu 
the f it steamer is due in Ceylon on Christmas Day, where (please P y eC Ngai Pprop eee 

e favorite. . : God) I meet my brother, the Rev. T. S "‘Berecit of the | mottoes, at the beginning and end of each division. 

On Sunday evening, December 2, the pulpit of The aot ? pang 2 Beaatifully printed on small quarto leaves, and tied up with 
Metropolitan was occupied by Mr. Peltz, who preached Madura mann, and at once pti enter =. * hundred- a red ribbon, so that they may be easily separated, we sup- 
upon “The divinely appointed method, of conforming day se Wie 1 2 rig aga ee ——e am the o> pose, and an invalid may be refreshed with a portion, with- 
Christians to Christ’s image.” In addition to meetings on | © the Himalayas in the north, from Calcutta on the). being burdened with the weight of a book. A most 
the five following evenings, others were held on the after- cast to Bombay on the west. The effort is threefold. 1, elegant and sweet holiday remembrance for those in bodily 
i noons of Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday. At Preaching the glorious gospel of the Son of God, 2. An! amiction. The collection is worthy ‘of a cheaper form, and 
i these, severally, Bible-readings were discussed and illus- endeavor to be incentive to native Christians. 3. A hope extensive circulation (Small 4to, pp. 101. No binding. 
trated; teachers’-meetings were put through the same | to be cheer and encouragement to missionaries. Special | (yt edges, 75 cents. Claxton, Remsen, & Haffelfinger.) 
process; woman’s work was discussed; and a season of and uniform pains will be taken to promote Bible study ats 
sacred song was enjoyed. and introduce Young Men’s Christian Associations. No 

The programme for each evening had three parts; namely, | Stone will be left unturned to secure the introduction of 

a normal exercise, an address, and a conversation. The | t2e International Sunday-school lessons. Plans are on 
j addresses were by local pastors, while the conversations foot here in China that promise their early introduction 
and normal exercises were led alternately by Messrs. Peltz | #028 the four hundred and fifty millions for whom 
and Sherwin, Other incidentals were aandwiched in each | Christ died. The trip will give but. week each for the large 
evening, thus securing a pleasant variety, In conversa- | Cities, and one, two, or three days at the missionary 
tions the Canadian brethren excel, and at times they | §tations. The mail has long been employed in prepara- : — 
made things lively for the ieaders. The most genial and | tion, and early in January stations will know the time of poetic merit ;” but she -” traly says, “ they embody the 
ot devout spirit, however, pervaded even the most spicy their visitation. The whole time is short, the stay at each | spirit of — national festival and “many of them ring the 
. passages. The Toronto papers gave quite full reports of place very short; but railroads and telegraphs are great | happy chimes of childhood. The book purposely omits 
the sessions ; and, as a whole, the work done in the Inatitute | Comomizers, and the blessed Redeemer has not forgotten | Mary famous ancient Christian hymns, because of their 

taggin his ] d, Matt. 28:19. 20 undeniable heathenish tendency. The introduction, though 
was of very excellent character is last command, Matt. 25: 19, 20, ‘ , 
+i z : ‘ . . bearing an honored name, adds little to the merit of the 

One decision of these Sunday-school workers is of world- | —In illustration of the method employed by Mr. ge : 

; ; ‘ 3 seins : é Ed 4 Kimball h the Sund or ial f book ; the selection is better than most collections of Christ- 
wide interest. They invite the International Sunday- idwar imball—who was the unday-school teacher of| Limes or carols, and must have a wholesome and pleas- 
school Convention of 1881 to moet in their city. Action Dwight L. erendes bis <ifeet to indus cengregeeme ing effect, wherever it goes. The illustrations are in good 
looking to this result had previously been taken in the pay off their church debts, the Springfield Republican tells taste, and well done. A fine Christmas book. (4to, pp. 229. 
Provincial Convention lately assembled at Guelph. The | this story of his recent visit to Cambridge, Mass: Fine cloth, gilt edges. Perkinpine & Higgins.) 

resolution adopted at Toronto was this: cncesictmmsnintansinnae 

ie Resolved: That the Toronto Sabbath school Association endorses 

; the action of the Provincial Sabbath School Association of 
Canada by extending a cordial invitation to the International 
ii Sunday School Association to hold its triennial meeting, to be held 
| 











Christmas Chimes. Edited by Mrs. E. J. Knowles. With 
an Introduction by J. F. Hurst, DD. Illustrated by. Mary 
A. Lathbury. New York: Nelson & Phillips—A collection 
of short Christmas poems, divided into three parts: Chimes 
of Peace, Chimes of Sorrow, Chimes of Joy. Some are very 
good, many good, and a few indifferent; but a fair collec- 
tion. The editor herself frankly admits that many poems 
of the selection “ cannot bear the test of criticism as to true 


et ena ae 








Edward Kimball of Chicago, the church-debt raiser, having 
relieved the Memorial Presbyterian Church on Madison Avenue, Rubéiyat of Omar Khayyém. The Astronomer-Poet of 
New York, of a debt of $110,000, made fying visit to Cambridge | persia Rendered into English verse. First American 
last week, and recorded his most remarkable achievement by Samm tho thied Lenten Ghia. Beaton: Joes B Osgood & 
relieving the Shepard Congregational Church of its debt of $85,000 Ba-ke eveckaens Mii tek Dttbie iboles al aie aiken 
in the year 1881, in the city of Toronto. in eight exciting hours. Mr. Kimball began by appealing to the : h y tich tri 1 t if Etta f 

The vote was taken by rising, and the response was | chureh to make one effort to throw off the incubus which wa, only to the stic ian an weap ch i pedi cation © 
¥ unanimous and enthusiastic. In declaring the vote, the | crushing out their life, and then called for 10 subscriptions of $3000 the poem; and might be freely rendered “ Stanzas of Four 
| 








yi ; : i : i ines” dial verses). The last name is th i 
Hon. Vice-Chancellor Blake, who was in the chair, said: | ¢*¢b wesiey Bed —— 9 oe 7 aera on sare ae. nine ge Pe oot ree bir Hoodie ph sccomy 
“ We all will be delighted to have an invasion of Canada | Seve Pavers Sees wee Sees, See mee Nees Sener eee P P : E 


Tri a : : : tions of $2000 each were then called for. Two hours were passed | “ Stitcher,” or ‘ Tent-maker.” The poet flourished at the 
from the United States, —_ from all other countries where | before these were pledged, and then only when Mr. Kimball gave | end of the eleventh and beginning of the twelfth century. 7 
; f Sabbath schools abound. : | his word for one of them. Smaller sums were then called for and | Thirty pages of the book are taken up with an account of 

Arrangements were made for a normal course specially to | the enthusiasm grew. The minister, Rev. Alexander McKenzie, | the poet, and the bibliography of his writings, which is full 
train normal class conductors. Each Sunday-school 18 per- | Charles Theodore Raseell, and others made stirring appeals, the of interest, and includes no little of the romance of reality. 

: mitted to send five members to this class, and instructors _ choir sang inspiriting hymns, Sunday-school classes, Harvard stu-| The poem—we include the translation in the remark—is 

! of the highest order, from the various educational institu- dents and Ne ae, the rita - retrewrs poured ‘2 | really a poem; and the whole book is delightful. Splen- 

; tions of Toronto, are to conduct its exercises. It is believed iy ~ ec, pea or pie a mgs — Heit ested didly printed, on one side of the paper only. (Sq. 16mo, 

, that by this method every Sunday-school may secure pare “04 . rt nag Anrep hn * " - ' ns y oe pp. 78. Cloth, $1, Claxton, Remsen, & Haffelfinger.) 
within itself persons competent to train their fellow-work- *™° ™*7° bd of <oss0d oie Bye gue —__—_—__——_ 
. . . returned to their homes until at six o'clock $76,000 had been pledged : : : 
ers. Mr. James Hughes, inspector of public schools, who and assurance was given of the remainder. Mr. Kimball, in clos.| Att Decoration applied to Furniture. By Harriet Preseott 
has also been the secretary of the Sunday-school Association img, called for and obtained s unanimous pledge from the congre- | Spofford. New York: Harper & Brothers—A book whose 
of the eity, was chosen president for the ensuing year. Mr. gation te oppose hereafter with all their might the ineurring of | chapters appearing originally in Harper's Bazaar were well 
J, J, Gartshore was chosen secretary. | any ehurch debt, however trivial. worth reprinting in a separate volume, The work indicates 
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a great deal of research and pains; and contains much mat- 
ter that is valuable, including two hundred and twenty- 
three fine illustrations, which are not only useful, but indis- 
pensable to the subject, and the chief value of the book. 
In a work of the sort, the historical and descriptive matter 
is of immensely more value than the theories of taste or 
“principles” evolved. A cultured taste in decoration has 
no fixed, demonstrable theorems or principles of universal 
application further than regard a few matters of adaptability 
and details; anditis pleasant to see that the author does 
not push fancied theories to absurdity. The book is well 
printed on fine paper. (4to, pp. 237. Gilt edges. Cloth. 
J. B, Lippincott & Co.) . 

At Eventide. By Nehemiah Adams, D.D. Boston: D. 
Lothrop & Co.—A book of excellent discourses, whose fresh- 
ness is remarkable, and whose boldness of expression and 
metaphor is as pronounced as that of the traditional hard- 
shell elder, but nowhere is genuine dignity wanting, nor is 
the attention, excited by the novel method of presenting old 
truths, ever turned aside to dwell on the method. In both 
manner and matter, it seems to follow closely the example of 
the Great Teacher. The broadness of its adaptation is very 
unusual: it can be read by the illiterate and the scholarly 
alike, with profit. The style is always good, even classic; 
and it is nowhere dull or devoid of suggestiveness and 
instruction. Written in the eventide of the author's day, it 
diffuses everywhere the mellowness and gentle brightness of 
a declining sun. (16mo, pp. 277. Cloth, $1 25.) 


Three Months in Egypt. By L.L. A. Boston: Henry 
Hoyt——A book for the children, but readable for grown 
folks as well. The only thing that is especially adapted for 
children is the historical matter, which is quite accurate, 
with one or two trifling exceptions. Indeed, the book is 
much more accurate generally than tourists’ books, and is 
written with great tact and good sense. We recognize, 
indeed, only one trifling inaccuracy as regards modern times, 
which is perhaps worth noting to show the faithfulness of 
the book even in trifles. It mentions German as one of the 
languages spoken by Pietro, the author’s dragoman, whom 
the writer of this notice knows well. She is slightly mis- 
taken; he only began to learn German in the summer of 
1876. (Small 4to, pp. 197. Cloth.) 

The Cross above the Crescent. A Romance of Cmstantinople. 
By the Rt. Rev. Horatio Southgate, D.D., formerly Bishop 
at Constantinople. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co.— 
A romance of times and people of the present century, con- 
taining many striking incidents, and many pleasant glimpses 
en passant of customs and places. It is very entertaining. 
The best ideaof the book is contained in its short preface: 
“T call this book a romance. It might, with equal truth, be 
called a reality. For, many of its characters are real per- 
sons; the greater part of its events really occurred ; 
the scenes are descriptive of real places; and the whole, 
so far as it goes, is an accurate and impartial picture 
of real life in the ‘ New Rome’ of the old Emperors.” (16mo, 
pp. 359. Cloth.) 





Quinnebasset Girls. By Sophie May. Illustrated. Boston: 
Lee & Shepard.—A book for girls just on or beyond the edge 
of young-lady-hood. In the charming style for which the 
author is well known; quite as sprightly as Miss Alcott’s 
“Little Women,” and leaving the reader fully impressed 
with the author’s power of picturing and vitalizing the 
lovable. The dedication is worth quoting in full: “This 
simple story of a country life, whose finest character is a 
deaf woman, is most respectfully dedicated to the excellent 
Laura Bridgman.” (16mo, pp. 336. Fine cloth, $1.50. 
The Presbyterian Board of Publication.) 


Our Children’s Songs. With Illustrations. New York: 
Harper & Brothers —A large collection of songs and hymns 
of very varied character, ut nearly all of first-class merit 
in their way. The division of the book is into songs for 
the Nursery, for Childhood, Girlhood, Boyhood, Our Chil- 
dren’s Sacred Songs,—all these in Part I. Part II. has 
hymns for the Nursery, and for Childhood. It is no 
common collection; but of permanent value, for both grown 
folksandchildren. (4to,pp.207. Boards. J. B. Lippincott 
& Co.) 


Whois He? By Sarah F. Smiley. Fourth Edition. New 
York: Anson D. F. Randolph & Co.—-As this is the fourth 
edition of this little book, it is hardly worth while to pass 
judgment upon it. There are minds, don'tless, who will be 
much edified by it, and find occupation for what might 
otherwise be a profitless hour. But were the text of the 
book itself reduced to a minimum, so as to be the merest 
thread to string its beads of golden Scripture texts upon, it 
would be more practical and more nourishing. (16mo, pp. 
102. Cloth. 65 cents. Claxton, Remsen & Haffelfinger.) 


Gold and Gilt; or, Maybee's Puezle. By Archie Fell. 
Boston: Henry Hoyt.—A series of sketches, forming a con- 


nected story, illustrative of the golden texts of the Interna- | York: Anson D. F. Randolph & Co.—A sermon with refer- 
tional Lessons for 1878. Not by any means a masterpiece, ence to Sunday-school children and Sunday-school work, 
nor always hitting even the main lesson of the text, this but treating rather of the home-supplementing of such work. 
book is a readable, good story for the young folks; and, at Itis in the author’s well-known sound and scriptural style. 
least, harmless. There was no necessity, however, of using the (Sq. 16mo, pp. 23. Leaves tied with ribbon. Paper covers, 





golden texts as mottoesor texts for the chapters ; any more than 
sundry sermons heard now-a-days need the text prefixed to | 
them for form’s sake. (16mo, pp. 424. Cloth.) 


Five Problems of State and Religion. By Will. C. Wood, | 
A.M. Boston: Henry Hoyt.—The five problems of the 
title are, The State and the Sabbath, The State and Temples, | 
The State and the Church, The State Schools and Religion, | 
and the State Institutions and Religion. All are discussed | 
with much ability and considerable learning, and they form a 
valuable addition to the literature of certain questions | 
which must remain more or less open in various parts of our | 
country. The book is certainly worthy of wide circulation | 
and perusal. (16mo, pp. 379. Cloth.) 


The Life of Our Lord in the Words of the Four Evangelists. | 
With an Introductory note by William M. Taylor, D.D. | 
New York: Anson D. F. Randolph & Co.—Arranged in | 
chapters and verses, with notes showing its arrangement, an | 
index of various readings according to Tischendorf, an index | 
of chapters, showing the location in each Gospel of the pas- 
sages in the chapters of the book, and another index to the | 
Gospels. As handy and useful as any, doubtless, that is 
confined to the same matter. (Sq. 16mo. Cloth, $1. Smith, 
English, & Co.) 

Scribner's Monthly. Bound volumes 13 and 14, contain- 
ing the numbers from November, 1876, to October, 1877, 
inclusive. New York: Scribner & Co.—These volumes | 
contain, in short, two serial novels, twenty-eight short | 
stories, one hundred and twenty poems, one hundred essays | 
and illustrated articles, seventeen hundred and fifty octavo | 
pages, and eight hundred and seventy-seven wood engrav- | 
ings. (2 vols. 8vo, pp. 884 and 868. Maroon cloth. $3 | 
per vol.) iat SF | 

Week-Day Evening Addresses, delivered in Manchester. | 
By Alexander Maclaren, D.D. London: Macmillan & Co. | 
—A series of short, pithy addresses, on texts mostly out of | 
the usual line, and some of them a bit quaint. The author | 
has skillfully avoided making them either long enough or | 
formal enough for sermons, and has made his brightness | 
appear in the plan as well’ as the matter. (16mo. 
Cloth, $1. New York: Macmillan & Co.; Philadelphia: | 
James Hammond.) | 


Poems of Places. Edited by Henry W. Longfellow. Ger- | 
many, Vols. 1 and 2. Boston: James R. Osgood & Co.—A 
fine selection, and naturally a very large number of transla- | 
tions from German poets of more or less note. Very few of 
the poems are mediocre. We are glad to see that Thack- | 
eray'’s sub-satirical “Sorrows of Werther” finds a place—at 
the place Werzlar. (2 vols. Sq. 16mo, pp. 254 and 248. 
Claxton, Remsen & Haffelfinger.) 

Autobiography, Memoirs of Edward Gibbon, Esq. With 
an Essey by William D. Howells. . Boston: James R. 
Osgood & Co.—The well-known autobiography of the histo- 
rian Gibbon needs no setting forth. It is only to be said 
that the essay by Howells is good and discriminating. We 
are glad to see this book take its place among the “ Little 
Classics.” (Sq. 16mo, pp. 232. Cloth, $1.25. Claxton, | 
Remeen, & Haffelfinger.) 





The Cuckoo Clock, By Ennis Graham. London: Mac- 
millan & Co.—A fairy or semi-fairy story, very pretty and 
pleasant, with a plot quite unique, but reminding one of 
Hans Christian Andersen’s charming imaginations. It 1s, 
however, quite different in general tone. The girls and boys 
will be delighted with it, especially the girls. (16mo, pp. 
242. Cloth, $1.50. New York: Macmillan & Co. Philadel- 
phia: James Hammond.) 

Our Artist in Cuba, Peru, Spain and Algiers. By George 
W. Carleton. New York: G. W. Carleton & Co—Caricature 
leaves, with a very short descriptive title or subscription to 
each of the rather rough and somewhat talented sketches. 
Mediocre in every respect, its value, if any, consists not in its 
fun, but in the trne information that underlies the pictures. 
(Small 4to, pp. 144. Cloth. Claxton, Remsen & Haffel- 
finger ) oe ES 

Glimpses of the Coming. By Richard Gleason Greene. 
New York: Anson D. F. Randolph & Co.—A book that 
endeavors to set forth the coming of the kingdom, and the 
personal coming of Christ. The author endeavors, in a 
commendable spirit, to follow soberly the teaching of 
Scripture on this theme of ever-fresh interest to the intelli- 
gent disciples of Christ. (24mo, pp. xii. and 146. Cloth) 


You and Your Children. By Joha Hall, D.D. Kew 


35 cents. Claxton, Remsen, & Haffelfinger.) 


Every Day. Text, Hymn, Prayer, and Record for Every 
Day in the Year. By the author of “Sunshine and Star- 
light.” New York: E. P. Dutton & Co.—A very tasteful 
book, with a text, verse and prayer for every day in the 
year; one page devoted to each day. The lower part of the 
page is ruled fora record of births, marriages and deaths. 
(Small 4to. No paging. Cloth.) 


Artist-Biographies, Murillo. Boston: James R. Osgood 
& Co.—Not inferior to any of the preceding biographies in 
this able and interesting series. The subject is quite as diffi- 
cult as any, owing to the sparseness of the material extant ; 
but the work has been faithfully done, with excellent 
results. (Sq. 16mo, pp. 136. Cloth, 50 cents. Claxton, 
Remsen & Haffelfinger.) , 

The Ninetyand Nine. By Elizabeth C. Clephane. De- 
signs by Robert Lewis. Engraved by Wilham J. Dana. 
Boston: D. Lothrop & Co.—An illustrated edition of this 


| devotional lyric, made so famous by its use in connection 


with the labors of Messrs. Moody and Sankey. Illustra- 
tions mostly full-page. (Small 4to. No paging. Cloth, 


| gilt edges.) 


Select Notes on the International Sabbath School Lessons for 
1878. By the Rev. F. N. and M. A. Peloubet. Boston: 
Henry Hoyt.—On the whole, a very good set of notes. 
They are comprehensive, convenient, and rather condensed. 
Quite up to the standard of former volumes by the same 
authors. The maps are ordinary. (8vo, pp. 240. Cloth.) 


A Cuxtalogue of Illustrated Books. London and New York: 
Cassell, Petter, & Galpin—Beautifully printed and illus- 
trated; steel-plate frontispiece and one hundred and fifty 
illustrations, on fine-plate paper. Claimed, not without some 
reason, to be the “finest book catalogue ever published.” 
(Super royal 4to, pp. 60. Paper, $1.) 

Flossy and Bossy Stories. By Margaret H. Eckerson. 
Boston: D. Lothrop & Co.—A book for girls. A series of 
life-like sketches, mainly about the queer things sometimes 
seen by ministers’ little daughters, as Flossy and Bossy are 
supposed to be. With many pretty illustrations in good 
taste. (Small 4to, pp. 131. Cloth.) 





My Primer. Edited by Uncle Herbert. Philadelphia: 
J. B. Lippincott & Co.—A finely printed primer, illustrated 


| with woodcuts from the alphabet to the end. Large type, 


and good for beginners. (4to, pp. 48. Boards. Half cloth, 
Illuminated cover. 30 cents.) 


My Pet Book. Edited by Uncle Herbert. Philadelphia: 
J. B. Lippincott & Co—A collection of pictures and short 
stories in short words, in large type. Seventy-five illustra- 
tions. (4to, pp. 96. Half cloth. Illuminated cover. 60 
cents.) 


My Own Book. Edited by Uncle Herbert. Philadelphia : 
J. B. Lippincott & Co.—A collection of pictures and select 
stories and poetry. Very varied, and fully illustrated. (4to, 
pp. 144. Halfcloth. Illuminated cover. 75 cents.) 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


{All books received will be a tly noticed under this head. The 
interests of our readers will guide us in making further notice. } 


ct NoTes oN THE INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL L&Essons 
— 1878. By Rev. F. N. and M. A. Peloubet. Boston: Henry Hoyt. 
8vo0, pp. 240. Cloth, $1.25. (American Sunday School Union.) 


» MIDDLETONS: OR, TRE EVENTS OF A_YFAR. By the author of 
™=2 Brother Paul.” Boston: Henry Hoyt. lémo, pp. 292, Cloth, 
$1.26. (American Sunday School Union.) 


Preces oF Sinver. By the author of “ Whiter than Snow.” Boston: 
Henry Hoyt. 16mo, pp. 143. Cloth, 75 cents. (American Sunday 
School Union.) 


THe O_p Braise aNd THe New Screncr. By J. B. Thomas, D.D 


Second Edition. New York: American Tract Society. l2mo, pp. 224, 
Cloth, $1.8. 
7 > ~ > > v A 4 , 
PL AND MINUS; OR, THE BRIARIDGE PRoOBI FM. By Archie Fe'l, 
“Boston: Henry Hoyt. 16mo, pp. 404 Cloth, $1.50, (American 8. B, 
Union.) 
Spw TOR cIRK ty David O. Mears. Boston: 
Lire or Epwarp Norris Kirx,D.D. By David : 
Lockwood, Brouks & Co. 5Vv0, pp. 482. Cloth, $3.00 (Smith, English 
& Co.) 
P ; ; ’ t ty S. ¥ ‘ampbell, D.D. Boston: Lock- 
THe STORY OF CreaTION. By S. M. Campbell, . 1 mn: 
wood, Brooks & Co. 12ino, pp. 335. Cloth, $1.79. (Smith, English & 
Co.) 


THREE MONTHS IN Eaypr. By L. L. A. Boston: Henry Hoyt. 8q. 
i6mo, pp. 197. Cloth, $1.25. (American Sunday School Union.) 


Petite’s WanNr oF Litres. By Miss Harriet B. McKeever. Philadel- 
phia: J. A. Moore. 1l6mo, pp. 354. Cloth, $1.25, ’ 


At EVENTIDE. Discourses by Nehemiah Adams, D.D. Boston: D. 
Lothrop & Co. itmo, pp. 277. Cloth, $1.25. 


Love anv Dury. By.Mrs. Hubback. Philadelphia: T. B. Peterson & 
Brothers. l6mo, pp. 446. Cloth, $1.00. 


His SWEETHEART. By 


ota. Philadelphia: James A. Moore. léme 
pp. me, Cleth, $1.00, , & eonts. 
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BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circula.won of 
The Sunday School Times is given each 
week, In addition to this, a large number 
have been printed for specimens. The edi- 
tion this week is 26,600 copies. Advertisers 
are free to examine the subscription list at 
any time. 





Houipay Girr.—A beautifully finished 
photograph, by Chillman, 18 8. Eighth St. 





SoMETHING NEW. Send your address to 
C. F. Hill, Hazleton, Pa., for a descriptive 
catalogue of Hill’s Folding 8. 8S. Library 
Bookcase. Something every Sunday-school 
should have. 


Tree of the most important truths are 
presented in a very attractive way, in a neat 
volume of nearly 250 pages by Rev. James 
H. Brookes, author of “ Way made Plain,” 
etc. The title of the book is “ Present 
Truth.” Fine cloth, 75 cents. Red edges, 
80 cents. Address, Edwin A. Wilson, 
Publisher, Springfield, Ill. 





Faita LATIMER gives us a charming 
book of Bible stories, which she calls ear 
Old Stories Told Once More. The Ameri- 
can Tract Society, N. Y., has issued it with 
forty full-page pictures. This book will 
greatly please and instruct the little ones. 
Large clear type, on nice paper. Price 
$1.25; postage, 10c. Get it at 1512 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia. 

An AstonisHina Orrer.—The Inde- 
pendent, of New York, offers in another 
column to give away, absolutely, a Wor- 
cester’s Unabridged Quarto Pictorial Diction- 
ary which retails everywhere for $10 and is, 
of course, a household necessity. The Inde- 
pendent is now publishing Rev, Joseph 
Cook’s famous Boston Monday Lectures, 
which are creating so much discussion 
everywhere, See advertisement of The 
Independent in this paper. © 








SPECIAL NOTCES. 


“Our Gold aa 


An illustrated story of American Baptist Missions in 
India, by Mrs. Ada C. Chaplin, written especially for 
Sunday-school Libraries, Pastors and every family. 
Abounds in anec sdotes - choice . reading for concerts, 
etc. 400 pp. Price, $1.25. Addres: 

Ww a < ‘OR’ THELL, 





Boston. 


Ba State|where you: saw this advertisement. 


OUR 8.8. 


Can raise money easily, by using 
SUNDAY SCHOOL COLLEC- 
TION BOX. John Wanamaker, 
Superintendent of Be thany wa 














day-school, Phila., writes: With 
the aid of your box m shool col- 
lected $500 in two weeks.” Anoth- 


er Superinte ndent says: “ Our col- 
lections have iners eased from $3.40 
a month to &&8, and remain there.” 
100,000 sold in a few months. 3 
styles of boxes, Sample box on re- 
ceipt of stamp, all sizes for 10 cents. H. Stoddart, 208 
Broadway, New Y ork. 





Coughs and Colds. 


“Rrown’s Bronchial 
Troches’’ will allay ir- 
ritation which induces 
oughing, and gives im- 
mediate relief in Gron- 
ehitis, Catarrh, Influ- 
enza, Hoarseness, Sore 
Throat, and Consump- 
tiveand Asthmatic Complaints. The Bron- 
ehial Troches have been steadily winning 
thetr way into public favor, nntil they are 
known and used nearly all over the world. 


PIANOS 





Retail price $750 only $235 ; $650, $175, 
e Seen Organs, 16 stops, $120; 13, $96; 12, $85. 
9, $65; 2, $4 rand new, warranted ,15. 


ORGANS days’ test trial. Other bargains 24-pp. 


Niustrated ag per all about Piano-Organ war, 
ree. DANIEL F “BE ATTY, Washington, N 


Reeps cut 1d, W ind & Dust. 
BROWNES No Mouldings "No Waste ANY onmcan APPLY 
Costs less than one-halfof ary other kind, and 
Sam cpertnge tS peas TS cte,, D ay 
Best sellin, rticle for nvVass ‘e or female 
~ F Wr ATER. STRIP CO., 
_17 Dey St., New York. 


Stops rarriine. 





P.O, Ro = S948 


FRY any paper, send to D. R. NIVER, Albany, 








-7 =< MIXED CARDS of su perio or quality and ‘ 7 
(2) size. A.C.S) MITH, sue srior qual N. wa 
Cardinal, Navy-Blue, and Seal-Brown Cards, 
9} with name in gold, 20e, Hull &Co.,Hudson, N.Y 
~TLANTERN SLIDES for exchange. Address H. O. 
Leach, South Otselie, Chenango Co,, N. ¥ 





the Quarterly for the last quarter of 1877 


ordered by the year, they will be sent each 
cents for a specimen. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 


Better Than Ever! 


dace Alario 

The Scholars’ Quarterly, issued every three months from the office of The 
Sunday School Times, has been greatly improved. Each number during the year will con- 
tain a handsome colored map, and a choice “ Order of Services,” 
attractive features, which have heretofore made it so popular. 


in addition to its other 
Although the circulation of 


7 was 117,000 copies, the improvements made in it 
wiil cause it to be much more widely used during 1878. 


A single copy, one year (four quarters), costs 25 cents; 100 copies, one year, $25. 
scriptions taken for three or six months at the yearly rate; under ten copies, thtee months, 
seven cents each. To supply Your Class would cost:—For five scholars, one year, 
$1.25; three months, 35 cents; for ten scholars, one year, $2.50; three months, 63 cents. 


Sub- 


If 


quarter in ample time for use. Send seven 


Publisher, 610 Chestnut ‘St. Philadelphia, 








‘Candy for t 


American Mixed Candies............+.+04. 


Warranted fresh, pure, and ef superior quality. 


French Mixed Candies.........scccccccsscsseceececccessesesseeeeee 1.00 per 5 


he Holidays. 


secs ccccccecccccccsees SO COntS per 5 Ib box. 
5 Ib. box. 
Orders prompily attended to from the factory of 


A. SCHWARZSCHILD & CO,, 7 WOOSTER STREET, NEW YORK. 








EDUCATIONAL. 








Very Valuable to Every saanie - c ‘ent 
not a Cheap ay of dropped giass, but Cent 
Three fine Lenses, accurately ground, j\Cen at 
with Stand, Diaphragm, gt glass Stage. plates, |Cent 
springs. ete. ses both Reflected and Cent 

ransmitted Light.—No so good Micro- Cent 
scope ever before offered for $2.50. By Cent 
new inventions, by manufacturing with Cent 
machinery, on a hundred-fold greater scale Cent 
than ever before attempted, the cost is so Cent 
reduced, that, bv bearing part of expense, |Cent 
the Publishers of the American ricul-| Cent 
turist can offer Ad to all Subscribers for 1878 |Sens 
(to such alone) 


One 
One 
One 
One} 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 
One 





oe ° ent 
ne ‘ent 
One Only 40 Cents, ie 
ne 
One 


though richly WORTH $3.00, to sue cent 


uel ‘amily, in its practical Usefulness Inetruc-|¢ ‘ent 
One| tion and Amusement for OLD and d YOUNG, |Cent 
One|—A cost of ONE CENT, to send your a Cent 


One| dress to the at Ah nay by Postal Card, will| Cent 


One!secure a full descriptien of the } Microscope|( tent 
One|and its uses. Cent 
One e Cent 
One : Cent 
One l a OR 
One ° Dime 
One Dime 
One| ONE DIME (% price) with your ad-| Dime 


One|dress, will bring a Specimen Copy of the! Dime 
One American Agriculturist (see below,) with) Dime 
One)|full description of the Microscope, and) Dime 
One} much other valuable reading, worth many | Dime 
One |times adime, Send your address only, or| Dime 
One\one Dime with it; OR send $2 for the} Dime 
One| American Agriculturist, all of 1878, includ-| Dime 
One ing the Microscope, also.—(2 copies and 2! Dime 
One| Microscopes for $1.90 each; three for $1.80) Dime 
One|each; four for $1.70 each). 15 cents extra for| Dime 
Oneleach Mic roscope will prepay its delivery| Dime 
One| anywhere in United States or Canadas. | Dime 


Everybody’s Paper. 


The Best and Cheapest in the World; For City, 
Village and Country ; For Every Man, Woman 
and Child Everywhere: THE 


American Agriculturist, 


so called because started 36 years ago as a Rural 
ournal—(whence its name)—but greatly enlarged! 
in size and scope, without change of name, until now 
large, Splendid, Illustrated Family Jour- 
mal, adapted to the Wants, Pleasure, and Improve. 
ment of Every Member of Every Family in City,’ 
Village, and Country—full of PLAIN, PRAC- 














*) 


TICAL, USEFUL, INTERESTING, RELIABLE, 
and HIGHLY INSTRUCTIVE INFORMATION 


with Departments most Valuable to House- 
eepers, to Youth, and to Children, 


Every Volume contains 550 to 650 Origina! 
Engravings, finely executed and well printed on 
ine paper, which are PLEASING and INSTRUC- 
TIVE. 

ae” No one can read this Journal without getting 
numerous hints that will each pay back many times 
its cost. 


Terms, for the English or German Fiition: 
$1.60 a Year (sent post-paid), Four copies $5.20 ($1.3 
each), Ten copies, $12.00 ($1.20 each). 


Extra for Microscope, 
lishers, 
TRY IT A YEAR. 
ORANGE JUDD COMPANY, 
245 Broadway, New Ycurk 


as above.—Address Pub- 


















One| A mast far Nothing oes B Thorough Preparation for Business! S 
One| Cent TT 

One| ic ew BRYANT & S RA ON 

one A Genuine, Useful, Highly cut | | BUSINESS COLLECE 
One Cent 108 §. Tenth St., Philadelphia, Pa 
ae Interesting \Gent Increased facilities. Tete graphic Dept. in charge 
one “4 of the Manager and Electrican of the 

Rae Ge nt Allantic and Pacific Telegraph Co, For 

pes Cent B full particulars, call_or send for free C 
poo — illustrated circular, J. E.SoULE, Pres. 

One 





HESTER VALLEY ACADEMY, 


DOWNINGTOWN, CHESTER CO., PA. 

An institution where boys receive a judicious 

Christian training, in preparation for college, busi- 

ness, or the professions. on healthy. Charges 
very low. or catalo; dress 

. DONL AVY LONG, A.M., Principal. 





4085 Chestnut Street, im soa 
t eavenieane “* + a thorough education, For 


circulars, ad 
RS. J. A. BOGARDUS, Principal. 


| ae SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES, 





REENWICH ACADEMY, with Musical Institute 

and Commercial College. Founded 1802. ASea- 
side School for both sexes. On direct route from 
New York to Boston. For catalogue address 
REV. F. D. BLAKESLEE, A.M., E. Greenwich, R. I. 


INCINNATI WESLEYAN FEMALE COLLEGE. 
Best eweee . 0” -eenaee Science, Lan- 


guages, Paintin 
BiviD H. MOORE, D.D., President. 








REV. 





OLDEN HILL SEMINARY, 
For Young Ladies, 
Bridgeport, Conn, Address the principal, 
MISS EMILY NELS SON. 








Merry Music for Merry Christmas. 


What more appropriate gift for a musical friend 
than one or more of our “ Golden Series” of music 
| books. Each of the following volumes contains 224 
He yes of elegant music, worth in sheet form about 

0. 


GOLDEN CHORD 
GOLDE* CiRCLE music, 
PIANO TR EASURES ) Each volume contains 


from 150 to 200 beautiful pieces, consisting of Waltzes, 
Polkas, Marches, Galops, Schottisches, Mazurkas, 
Fantasias, Popular Airs, Duetts, etc., etc, 
SONG TREASU RES 1 Swo volumes of choice 
vocal music consistin 
SONG DIAMONDS sf of Songs, Ballads, ete. wf 
by the finest writers in Europe and America. Price of 
each of the above volumes, bound in boards, $2.50; in 
cloth, $3.00; 
Mailed on receipt of price. 
of each sent free. 


RIGHT NEW CHRISTMAS CARO.S 


Together with 40 pages of new music and interesting 
| reading matter are contained in 


BRAINARD’S MUSICAL WORLD 


for December.—Holiday Number! Full of choice 

| music. Sold by Newsdealers or mailed on receipt of | 
15 cents. Only $1.50 per year with premium. Send lic, 

| for Sample copy. 


§. BRAINARD'S RONS, 


) Three volumes of pop- 
\ular and brilliant 
piano-forte 


Catalogue giving contents 











KANSAS, 


All about its Soil, Climate, 
Laws, and its People are 
| FARMER, a 10-page 
paid, 3 months, 50 cents. 

Address J. K. HU DSON, Topeka, Kansas, 

Has quickly wns 2. a high place among agricultural 
journals.—N-: yune. We have considered it 
among the *. of oar exchanges, and a worthy repre- 
sentative of the West.—Practical Farmer, Phila. Our 
Kansas friends should feel much pride in the high char- 


Resources, Products, 
given in the K ANSAS 
Weekly, in its 15th year. Post- 








OR the Caiease tO oi yy nt Teecher and Leaves, 
send to D. IVE Fe 





ae CARDS, no two al with nam 





0¢,, postpaid. J, B, HUSTED, asseu, N.Y, 


acter and sterling worth of their state agricultural 
paper.—National Live Stock Journal. We cheertully 
credit it with being one of the best edited of our West- 
ern m agricultural exchanges. —Spirit of the Times, N. Y, 





NEW YEAR CARDS, with name, 2c. 


25 Extra 
Mixed, 10c, Geo. I. Reed & Co., Nassau, N. Y. 








SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS. 


in full gilt (an elegant gift edition), $1.00, | 








| Letter. 


| 


| 


| stops, $70; 


Andrews’ Bazar 


SENDS GREETING TO ITS 
100,000 READERS, 


And announces a Brilliant Constellation of Attrac- 


tions for 
The New Year 1878. 
ANDREWs’ BAZAR 


Is pronounced by the Press of America, “ The aentias 
Illustre ated. 





Fashion and F amily Journal ; Ab ly 
edited ;” “ Peerlessly printed; “ Practic al; * Re- 
liable ; “A Journal having secure ad the’ give. st 
measure of permanent popularity ;” “Superior to the 


most expensive English and French socie ty and 
fashion prints ;" “ The che sapest and brightest lite rary 
gem in the galaxy of Fashion publications ; - = 
senting novel ¢ and delightful surprises from month to 


month;” “An album of art, to be treasured and 
admired.” 


ANDREWS’ BAZAR 


Is mailed monthly, for one year, postage paid, to any 
part of the United States or British Provinces, tor 


ONE DOLLAR. 


It is a lesson in economy, 


A Household Helping-Hand, 
A treasure in the homes of children, 
dressmakers, a fascinating serial to the affluent, a fund 
of frolic to the gay, a teacher of zesthetic adornment, a 
monitor of millinery, a charming home visitor, anda 
practical instructor for the people in the art of dress. 

Subscriptions beginning now will secure the brilliant 
opening number of the new year. 


ANDREWS’ BAZAR 


Holds the confidence and patronage of the leaders 
who rule and the ladies who decide. It presents, at 
intervals of thirty days, sixty-four colunins of con- 
densed matter, gathered by itS numerous and noted 
correspondents from the brilliant capitals of Europe 
and America—a kaleidoscope of the social and fas 
ionable world. 


ITS ILLUSTRATIONS, 


Executed with fidelity and zeal, enrich each volume 
to the number of four hundred plates, and present in 
panoramic order the changing 


FASHIONS OF THE DAY. 


The accuracy, excellence and master-touch exhibited 
in these pages denote, in telling lines, the care be- 
stowed upon them. It is predicted the designs for 1878 
will prove a constant ovation of delightful surprises- -~a 
triumph of extreme and exquisite novelties. ‘To secure 
this superb gallery entire for the new year, the 
will subscribe with the January number. 


Andrews’ Bazar is pure in tone, 


Interesting, bright and sparkling throughout. It 
numbers, among other serial contributors, the famous 
writers: Lucy Hamilton Hooper, of Paris; Ardern 
Holt, of London; Martha J. Lamb and Mary C. Har- 
wood, of New York. Their pen-pictures of art, music 
and every-day life, of costumes, wraps, bonnets, hats, 
matters Of the toilet, and the beau monde, are match- 
less in beauty of style and vigor of illust ration. The 
several departments of the Bazar are each in like 


practical hands. 
SUBSCRIBE 


With the new year. The expense is about eight cents 
per month—at the — e of One Dollar, postage 


oo the brightest and the best American Home 
ournal, 


* HOME DRESSMAKING” 


- the title of a valuable Serial devoted to Domestic 
sconomy. It is a budget of hints to ladies and their 
daughters in the art of reviving and reconstructing 
worn materials, and in making little go far. Other 
departments may be grouped.as follows: “ Talks upon 
Cookery with American Housekeeper ;” “ Book Re 
views ;” “ Theatrical and Musical ;' tossip of the 
Day ;” “Fashionable Chit-Chat;’ Society Notes ;’ 

ne Fy ousehold Decoration; “ Floriculture ; ” The ¢ ‘hil 


a necessity to 


wise 








dren; “ Art;” “Tourist Notes ;’ * Scie nce ” Fiction’ 
and “ Fun a * Health ;” “ Etiquette; ‘Pe *n-Portraits 
of Notable People,” &c. A page of the Bazar is 


devoted to 


CHILDREN’S FASHIONS, 


Beautifully illustrated and practically treated—a fea- 


ture receiving most critical care and corresponding 
appreciation. 


Andrews’ Bazar Patterns,’ 
Fashioned into shape, give the idea at a glance how 
the garment should be put together. They are novel, 
and the perfection of Paper Patterns. 


THE HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
Are almost here—the time-honored 
tribute of endearment is given to th 
esteem. What more charming or acceptable gift could 
be selected for mother, or sister. or daughter, or lady 
friends than the Bazar ?—a welcome and most delight- 
ful companion of their hours of leisure. Such a token 
will be held in fond remembrance of the C hristmas 
that brought it, and be a reminder of the giver each 
returning period of its visit. 


Now is the Time to Subscribe! 


One Dollar per pei postage free. 
m iiled to any order, 


100,000 


Alditional admirers will be enrolled in 1878. Rich 


: wards given to local canvassers, who secure c lubs for 
1e Bazar. 


Prospectus mailed free on application. 
Remittances to cover subse $o~% should be made 


by. P. O. Money Order, Bank Draft, or in Registered 
Address 


Ww. R. ANDREWS, 
Publisher Axprews’ Bazar, 
CINCINNATI, O. 


nar Those answering this advertisement, please say 
in what paper they saw it. 


veriod when some 
10se we love and 


Sample copies 





rion cote A GTEQL OLE fur Holidays 


We will during these hard times and 
the holidays dispose of 100 new Pianos 
and Organs, of first-class makers, at 
| low er prices for cash, or installments, 
| than ever before offered Waters’ 
| Pianos and Organs are the best made, 
warranted for five years. Ill. Catae 
| Jogues mailed. Great inducements to 
the trade. Pianos, 7-octave, $140; 
7 1-3-octave, $1503; Organs, 2 stops, 
$48; 4 stops, $533 7 stops, $65; 8 
10 stops, $855; 12 stops, 
in perfect order, not used a year, 
music at half price. HORACE 
& SONS, Manufacturers and 
40 East l4th Street, New 


$905 
Sheet 
WATERS 
Dealers, 
York. 





SACRAMENTAL SABBATHE. Ten cents 


ailed free. Address M. E,, Box 63, Kin 


M r copy: 
New York. 


erh 
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PUBLICATIONS. 


PUBLICATIONS. 


PUBLICATION. 





A NOVELTY IN 


Magazine Literate, 


Two Christmas Numbers 
St. Nicholas. 


We this year issue two special Christmas 
Holiday Numbers of St Nicnonas 

Those who said of St. NicHoLas tor Decem 
ber. “ Well, the dear old Saint can’t get up any 
higher than that,” 
for January a rare and rich collection of new, 
unexpected, and delightful things. The num 
ber is bright, hearty, humorous,—the very 
condensed essence of holiday,"’—and fully worthy 
of a place by the side of its brilliant predecessor, 
the December issue. 


of 


Sr. Nicnoxias for Jannarv, ready December | 


20th, contains Gzorerw MacDona.p's “ Letter 
10 American Boys,” the beginning of a CHRIST- 
mAs Story. “The Ravens and the Angels,” by 
the author of “ Chronicles of the Schonberg-Cotta 
Family ;"’ two papers of the “ HOW” series,— 
“ How to make an [ce-boat,”’ and ‘ How to be an 
Agreeable (Guest;” and the brisk “ Skating- 
Song,” rescued bv theed:tor from the posthumous 
papers of THEODORE WINTHROP ; a tale of sol- 
dierly hardihood, *‘ The Coolest Man in Rassia;” 
** DeRBY'S,CHRISTMAS,” a story full of sweetness 
and lovely home-lite; ‘“‘ The King and the Three 
Travelers,” a tale of funny tales, with a fine pic- 
ture by LA Farce; chapters from serials by 
Louisa M. ALcoTT and Gustavus FRANKEN- 
STEIN; and the rest of its ample contents,—weil, 
we will not attempt further description, 

The cover of the December issue, with all 
the novelty of a design fresh from the hands of 
the famous WALTER CRANE, was a great attrac- 
tion. Some were printed in bright red, some in 
blue, and the rest in green. Butthe January 
cover displays the color actually chosen by the 
designer himself,—a rich, deep, reddish brown, — 
so that, while the variety is less, the artistic 
charm is complete. 

Miss Atcorrs Serial flows throngh a long 
second installment with added sparkle and in- 
terest, and bids fair to equal “ Little Women” 
in popularity. The unique “ Robinson Crusoe” 
story, ‘“‘Tower-Mountain,’ develops in a most 
unexpected and amusing manner; and though 
there are no “ Peterkins,” and no “Alice in 
Wonderland” story, no poem from Mr. Lona- 
FELLOW or from Mr. Bryant, asin the number 
for December, the absence of these is unfelt in 
the rich store of other things, and the sceond 
Christmas Holiday Number of Sv Nichotas— 
the issue for January, 1878—opens a new year 
with rich performance and abundant promise 
FOR THE BOYS AND GIRLS. 

Sold by ali Bookseliers; 25 
$3 00 a year. 

SCRIBNER & COQ., 


743 Broadway, N. Y. 


cents a number, 





JUST PUBLISHED. 
The Paragon of Holiday Books for Musical People. 


“The Great Tone Poets,” 


BEING SHORT MEMOIRS OF THE 
GREAT COMPOSERS. 
BY F. CROWEST. 

A valuable, convenient and beautiful work for 
musical readers; a perfect compendium of infor- 
mation concerning the m st eminent musicians 
aad their works. The volume contains inspiring 
s etches of the fullowing composers and their 
works: 

BACH, HANDEL, GLUCK, HAYDN, MOZART, 
BEETH 'VEN, WEBER, ROSSINI, SCHUBERT, 

MENDELSSOHN and 8SHUMANN, 
Nothing cou d be of greater service to the musi- 
cal student than this e:egant work. 
Bound in Cloth, $1.50. 
Sent, post-paid, upon receipt of price. Published by 
JOHN CHURCH & CoO., 
CINCINNATI, OHTO 
And 805 Broadway, NEW YORK, 





New American Cyclopedia. A second-hand 
copy, good condition, 16 vuls., cloth; alsoa set in 
sheep, will be exchanged for ‘good books, or sold 
very cheap. Immense catalogue of old and new books, 
American Book Exchange, 6 55 Beekman 8t., N. Y 





MAGICAL APPARATUS. 


Send 15 cents for Illustrated Catalogue with 
prices. The cost of catalogue may be deducted in 
remitting for first pnrchase Asean the manu- 
facturer, THOMAS W. YOST, 35 North 9th St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Refers, by permission, to the pul 
paper. 


Cc ox AND SONS, LONDON, 
13 BIBLE HOUSE, ASTOR PLACE, NEW YORK, 
Branch Depot, 12 West St., Kosten, 
ART WORK IN WOOD, STONE, METAL, TILES 
AND STAINEv GLASS. 

Christmas Decorations for Church and Domestic 
Use, now on exhibition, 

Stiffs’ Plain and Decorated Lambeth Ware. 

List of Catalogues on application. 


NO MORE i ARD TI Mi ES. 


3000 Ministers: Book and Picture 
Agents Wanted, One agent cleared $5, the 
other day, in rine hours. $8 worth of samples free. 
Address Key. S. ‘I’. BUCK, Milton, Northumberland 
Co., Pa. 


4 





lisher of this 








EXTRA FINE MIXED CARDS, with name. 
10 cts., post-paid, L. JONES & CO., Nassau, N. Y 


will find in Sr. NicHo.uas | 





The Presbyterian Journal, 


Philadelphia, Pa., 
A PURE, BRIGHT, CHEERFUL, 
Family Religious Newspaper. 


Issued Weekly. $1.50 per annum, fn advance. No 
charge for postage. Alfred Nevin, D.D., LL.D., and 
the Rey. J. Ford Sutton, Editors. 


TEN REASONS 
Why all Presbyterians should support the 
JOURNAL: 


I. It isastrictly religious paper, and {is published in 
attractive style. 

IL. No objectionable advertisements are inserted in 
it at any price—medical, speculative, or frivolous. 

III. Its editorials are independent, courteous, sound, 
vigorous. 

IV. It furnishes complete reports of general relig 
ious intelligence and of the news of the Presbyteran 
Cc agre h. 

Its columns are enriched with contributions of 
ani writers. 
Its selections are very superior, being made with 
great care and discrimination. 
II. Its “ Family Department” aims specially at 
the interest and improvement of the younger mem- 
bers of the household. 

VIIL. Each number contains an “INTERNATION- 
AL LESSON,’ ry yared with marked ability. 

IX. The JOUR XL is endorsed and recommended 
by very many of Nite leading ministers and elders of 
the church. 

X. It is the cheapest paper in the church. 

Any person sending us new subscribers can retain 
FIFTY CENTS for each subscriber. We make this dis- 
count on the first year, in the expectation that -these 
subscribers will be permanent. Address 


PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL, 
r 714 Sansom Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





900 Broadway, cor. 20th St., New York 


For Suuday-Behool Presents, 


A VERY LARGE ASSORTMENT OF 


Attractive Books, 


Selected from unexceptionable sources at reason- 
able prices. Also a full supply of Christmas and 
New Year Cards. 
ANSON D. F RANDOLPH & CO., 
900 Broadway, cor. 20th st, New York. 
School commi‘tees out of town can have their 


orders satisfactorily « executed by sending a graded 
list of se holars, and naming the sum they wish h to 
expend. 


PULPIT PAINTINGS FOR ILLUSTRATED SE 4 
MONS OR SUNDAY-SC HOOL MEETINGS.—Rev. 
M. Long, who for 20 yee-s has been preaching he | 
developing the plan of In trated Sermons in revival 
efforts, in 700 ¢ ‘hurches and 22 States of the Union, has 
duplicated 52 sets of his large paintings, with the text 
they illustrate at the top of each, for the use of Pastors, 
Sunday-school Superintendents in weekly, monthly 
or revival services, and Joans them for 10 per cent. 0 
cost. Subjects, plans of frame on which they revolve, 
list of churches now using them, revivals, &c., sent for 
10cents. Photographs of Paintings also se nt. Effec- 
tive in holding eye and ear, stirring the heart of young 
and old. and drawing in the outside masses, Address 
him, 1859 N. 12th St., Philadelphia, Pa.; also for his 
“ Tilustrated History of Hymns and Their Authors ;" 
and Illustrated Stationery for Religious Correspon- 
dence; and Tlustrated Letters, in script, for Pastors, 
Superintendents, and Teachers to send to children, 
filled with children’s heart experiences. 


OUR LITTLE MESSENGER, 


with four large pages, semi-monthly, contains 
beautiful pictures and stories for little children. 
Without a or date One copy, one month, 
three cents; one year, 25 cents. Over 12 copies, 
each 14 cents a year. Address, Evangelical Pub- 
lishing Co., 70 Bible House, New York. 


The Soul’s Inquiries Answered 
IN THE WORDS OF SCRIPTURE. 


A Year Book of Scripture Texts, a new edition just 
ready, beautifully bound in gilt and black, and appro- 
yriate for Holiday Gifts. No more use ful book could 
: placed in the hands of inquirers or young converts. 
Price, complete with blank pages for diary, 21.00, Edi- 
tion without ding 7.5 Thos. Y. Crowell, ’ Publisher, 
744 Broadway, York. 

Sold by pay ‘llers, or sent post-paid on receipt of 
price. 



















LESSON HELPiR, 


with four large pages weekly, explains ia illus- 
trates the International Lesson for Teachers and 
Bible classes. One copy, one month, five cents; 
one year, 50 cents. Over 12 coptes, each 25 cents 
a year Address, Evangelical Publishing Co., 
70 Bible House, New York 











Light at Evening Time; or, Jewels from God's 
Mad In very large print, with an introduction 
by Theodore L. Cuyler, D.D. A delightful book for 
old people. Large thin quarto. Extra cloth binding, 
$2.00; Japanese leather, 35.00. Steel Frontispiece, 
‘The Star in the East.’ | 
It contains “ Gathered Treasures,’ which is published | 

separately as ascroll to hangup. $1.00. 


New Publications. 


LIFE OF EDWARD NORRIS KIRK, D.D. By Rev. 
D. O. Mears. With two steel portraits of Dr. Kirk, 
and views of Mount Vernon Church and the Ameri- 
can Chapel at Paris. Sm. 8vo. Cloth, $3. 

This book will have a larger reading than that of 
admiring friends. Dr. Kirk made his impress on the 
age in which he lived, and thousands in this and other 
lands will avail themselves of this opportunity to know 
more intimately one who did so much for his fellow- 
men. Especially should it be found in all our Sab- 
bath School ibraries.—Cambridge Press. 

THE STORY OF CREATION. B 43 M. Campbell, 
D.D. Illustrated. 12mo, Cloth, 

From Rev. Dr. J. M. Manning, old Sonth Ch., Bos- 
ton: “ Having taken it up, I kept to it till the whole 
was It ought to find'multitudes of purchasers.” 
SLICES OF MOTHER GOOSE. By Alice Parkman. 

Illustrated by “Champ.” In envelope, 75 cents, 
boards, $1.25. 

*,* New and bright versions of fourteen of the most 
popular Mother Goose rhymes, with exquisite humor- 
ous illustrations in silhouette and otherwise. Text 
printed in red, on plate paper. 

- AROUND A PALETTE. Children’s Art Series. 

By Mrs. Lizzie W. Champney. Over a hundred illus- 
trations and striking cover designs, by ‘‘Champ.” 

Small 4to. Cloth. §1.50. 


THE CEDARS. More of Child Life. By Ellis Gray. 


Vol. Il. of the Long Ago Series. Llustrated. Sq. 
16mo. Cloth. $1.25. 
ONE HAPPY WINTER. By Mrs. S. S. Robbins, 


author of the“ Win and Wear Series.” Lllustrated. 


16mo. Cloth. $1.25. 
*.*A young girl's story of a winter in Florida. 


REAL BOYS AND GIRLS. By Mary C. Bartlett. 
Illustrated. 16mo. Cloth. §1. 


At all Booksellers, or sent, postpaid, on receipt of 
price, by the Publishers. 


LOCKWOOD, BROOKS & CO., Beston. 


Holiday Music Books! 


THE WORLD OF SONG 


Magnificent Bound Volume of son of the 
most popular and musical character. 


THE SUNSHINE OF SONG. 


Magnificent Bound Volume of the most re- 
pe “7. popular songs. (In pressand nearly | 


GEMS OF THE DANCE. 


Splendid Bound Volume of the most Bril- 
liant Piano Music, by ©trenss and others. 


THE CLUSTER OF GEMS. 
Splendid Bound Volume of the finest piano | 


pieces of Medium Difficulty. (In press and | 
nearly rea ready. ) 
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Send for for 6 CHRISTMAS SELECTIONS, #4 per 100. 





WINTER SINGING BOOKS. 
THE SALUTATION. $1.25 or $12 doz. Two first- 
ZION. = = F class Church 
ENCORE. 75 cts., or $7.50 doz. | Music Books. 


JOHNSON’S CHORUS CHOIR IN-| Three of the 

STRUCTION BOOK, $1.25 or $12 doz. | best possible 

PERKINS'S SINGING SCHOOL. Singing Class 
75 cts., or $6.75 doz. Books. 





Any book mailed post-free for retail price. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 
C. H. DITSON & CO. J. B. DITSON & CO. 
848 Broadway. 922 Che tnut t-eet, 
New York. Philadeipnia 





“GET THE BEST, GET” 


THEE CLASS. 


A MONTHLY JOURNAL 
FOR THE SABBATH-SCHOOL,. 

Containing a full textual exposition of the Inter- 
national Sabbath-school Lessons, with Golden Text, 
Illustrative Readings, Analysis, Questions, Bible Dic- 
tionary, etc. 

The Class offers all the aid that is essential to a thor- 
ough understanding of the lesson. 

Terms of Subscription, per annum, post-paid: 
l copy 
6 copies and upwards, to one address, per copy 





50 cts 
- 40 cts 


Scholars’ Lesson Paper. 


100 copies, one year - - $9.00, 
In smaller quantities at the same rate. 
Specimen copies sent free. Address, 


77 Fifth Street, Louisville, Ky. 


AT A COST OF ONE CENT. 


Send the request on a postal card, and we will at 
once forward post-paid, a specimen package of all 
popular S. S. Papers issued (Teachers’ Magazines 
also if desired) from which to make up order for '78. 


THE CLASS, 

















Will also enclose gratis our new classified refer- 
ence Catalogue of Sunday School Literature and 
helps. This will be found quite helpful and sugges- 
tive to officers and teachers. 














We are now supplying thousands of schools in 
all parts of the United States and Canadas. 








Sunday-school Books at Half Price. 
A large lot of Sunday-school Books eelling off at 
half price. Bibles, Sunday-school Cards, Mottoes, 
and Fancy Goods, below cost. $10.00 Family Bibles 
for $5.00. No reasonable offer refused at either whole- 
sale or retail, at 1135 Popiar St 
. HARTMAN, Philadelphia, 


| THE WORDLESS BOOK 


SALVATION SYMBOLIZED 
Single copy by mail, 10c. 10 copies 75c. 50, $3. 
HARRY ANGELL, 410 Fourth aoe. N. ¥. 





Soermeatel Sabbaths. 

In Cloth, Blue and Gold, 4 cents per copy. Address | 

M. E., Box 38, Kinccrhook, New York. | 
OR the International Monthly’ and International 


Weekly Lesson Leaves, send to D. R. NIVER | 
Albany, N. Y. 








Address F. H. REVELL, Sunday Schog! Emporium, 
148 & 150 Madison St., annie 





NEW AND BEAUTIFU L 


REWARD CARDS ror SUNDAY AND DAY 
SCHOOLS. Prices to suit ihe Benee~<0rvee 500 kinds 
and designs—comprising—Motto Crrds—Reward 
Cards. Scripture ‘text Cards—Se silane nt Cards— 
Bible Verse Cards—Good Desire Cards—and 
Hymnal Cards. CHRISTMAS ANID NEW YEAR 
CARDS. TEACHER®S?’ price list ELUC ATIONAL 
CARDS SENT FREE to any address J. H. BUF- 
FORD’S SONS, Publishers of Novelties in Tus 
Arts, 141 tofi47 Franklin St., Boston, Mass. 


PULPIT HE:.PS 


FS the ~ tist Teacher and Leavesfsend to D. R. 
NIVER, Albany, N. Y. 





Rev Irving A. Searies, Paw 
Pw Mich. , Sample 10 oents. 








SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS, 


PUBLICATIONS. 


SABBATH SCHOOL 


Helps for 1878 


PUBLISHED BY THE 


Congregational Publishing Socicty. 





Sinday Senou: Commentary. 
By the Rev. John E. Todd and the Rev. Dr. Matthew 
B. Ridd) 


Liddle. 


National Question and Hand-Book. 
FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 
By the same Authors. Price, 15 cents. 
Little Pulgrim Question Book. 


For the younger children. 
William Barrows. Price, 15 cents. 


y ° = 
The Well-Spring and Missionary Echoes 
Terms 60 cents per year, or 65 cents, postage paid. 
Pilgrim Lesson Papers. 

9 cents per year, or 75 cents per hundred copies. 
Well-Spring Lesson Papers. 

For Little Pilgrims. Published Weekly. Price, 25 cents 
per year. Just what the children need. 


By Mrs. 


These publications should be in all our Sabbath 
schools. Send for specimen copies to 


Congregational Publishing Society. 
GEO. P. SMITH, Agent, 
Congregational House, Boston. 


SUPERINTENDENTS 


TAKE NOTICE. 





s@-Before sending your orders fur 
periodicals for 


1878, 


Send to the American Baptist Publica- 
tion Society for samples of their Sun- 
day-school papers, and we feel sure, 
after seeing them, you will not send 
elsewhere. Address, 


B GRIFFITH, Secretary, 
1420 Chestnut Street, Phila. 


2 Tremont Temple, Boston ; 
76 East Ninth Street, New York; 
71 Randolph Street, Chicago ; 
209 be North Sixth Street, St. Touts. 


CHRISTMAS and NEW YEAR, 





A Valuable Present for Supert rintendents and Teachers 
to give their Scholars. 


TODD AND RIDDLE’S NOTES 


INTERNATIONAL LESSONS 


For 1878. - - Price, $1.25.> 


The Sunday School Times says of this volume: “ No 
single work with which we are acquaint ed is of like 
value with this ‘or scholarly, fresh, anc trustworthy 
comments on the le SSONS for the year Ls? 8. 

Congregationalist: “ Among the multitude of lesson 
helps, this volume must occupy a foremost place. ° 

Christian Mirror: “ The explanations are full, clear, 
and exhaustive, constituting an admirable poy ular 
Commentary on the portions of the text embraced in 
the lessons. 

Independent: “ The best 8. 8. Commentary in the 
market last year was Todd and Riddle’s, The volume 
of this year is scholarly, compact, sensible, useful. We 
can hardly imagine anything more adapted for the use 
of teachers of whatever denomination,’ 

Am. Sunday School Worker: “The work is one of 
permanent Value, its uselulness and interest by no 
means ceasing when the S. 8S. Lessons, now so tntiorm 
over the country, have passed to other portions of the 
Sacred Word.’ 

All Orders should be Addressed 

CONGREGATIONAL PUBLISHING SOCTETY, 

Boston. 


GEORGE P. SMITH, Agent. 





TILE LESSON IN STORY, 
Pansy s Sunday school Lesson Book. 
FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 


Part First, for the First and Second Quarters of 1878 
Price 10 cents. Now ready. Please send orders early. 


Publishers, 
LOTHROP & CO., BOSTON. 


D. 
TOMLINSON’S 


Sunday School Reguisites 


The Standard. 
Tomlinson’s S. S. Record................... 
Tomilinson’s Class Boxes, per doz...___. 
Tomilinson’s Collection Envelopes, per 


Sent by mail to any address. Full lists of requisites 
sent on application to 


J. H. TOMLINSON, 
_52 Madison St., Chicago. 


Fo the Leaf Cluster, send to D, 
Albany, N, Y, 








R. NIVER, 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


SUCCESSFUL BOOKS. - SUCCESSFUL BOOKS 





TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 Copies, « « = §2.15 each. 
“ 15 to 29 - eee 1,90 © 
30 Copies and upwards, - 165 


(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 

The special rate to Pastors and Superintendents 
has been discontinued. The price to all single 
subscribers is now $2.15, the lowest price at 
which it can be afforded, 

Subscriptions will be received for any portion of 
a year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time toa club, at 
the same rate at which the ciub, as first formed, 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such addi- 
tional subscriptions to expire at the same time with 
the club as eee ordered. The new subscribers 
to pay pro rata for the time of their subscriptions. 

ubsecribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful toname not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but al<o the one to 
which it has been sent, All addresses should include 
both county and state. 

Any person writing to renew eithera single or club 
subscription, in connection with which his name has 
not before been known to the publishers, will please 
give the name of the person to whom the paper or 
papers have heretofore been sent. 

ubscribers wishing to introduce Tue Times to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address, 


SUPERINTENDENTS’ PAPER, $ .50. 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
ublished monthly, and will be sent, op receipt of 
ta price, only to subscribers of Tue ‘Times who are 
Pecbore or Superintendents (including in the latter 
class assistant superintendents, and heads of depart- 
ments meeting in separate rooms), and who, when 
ordering it, state that they are such, 
In sending your renewal to The Superintendents’ 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 
d for Tue Sunpay Scuoo. Times, as given on the 
ellow address label on ‘Tue ‘Times. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 


100 Copies, one month, - = $ .60 
100 sd one year, = = = 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 


100 Copies, three months, - - 
100 7 one year, o 16k 


Less than 100 copies at same rates. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Subscribers in Great Britain who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make payment for 
the same by a money order payable at Philadelphia, 
to John D. Wattles, as follows: 

The Sunday Schoo! Times, one year, . 9 shillings, 
The Superintendent's Paper, one year, 3 shillings. 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year, -— Is. 6d. 

These raves include postage, which is prepaid at 
this office. 

Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to, 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Publisher, 
610 CHESTNUT STREET, Philadelphia. 





NEWEST AND BEST 


MUSIC BOOKS. 


NEW CENTURY. 


By H.8. PERKINS. 75cts per copy. $6 per doz. 

Is the very best book for Conventions, Classes, 
Choirs, ete., contains a large variety of Glees, Quar- 
tets, Songs, Hymns, Tunes, Chants, Anthems, and 
vocal music of all kinds, and valuable lessons in 
voice culture. 


GETZE’S NEW METHOD 


For the Piano Forte, 
is a bright, fresh work, presenting the subject in 
the most attractive and delightful manner; among 
much other new matter isa very valuabic *~eetisc 
on accompanying, and a number of very beanuiu. 
songs, Thousands of copies sold, Price, $2.75, 


7 A 
ARMOR BEARER,, 
By Rev. KF. P. HAMMOND and W. W. BENTLEY. 
a the best book for Praise, Prayer, Gospel, Camp, 
and other devotional meetings. Contains over two 
hundred of the best Hymns and Music by the most 
popular composers, 35 cts. per copy. $80 per hun- 


“ret CHURCH WELCOME. 


The largest and best Collection of Hymn Tunes, 
Anthems, ete.. for all denominations, Also contains 
a fine collection of Glees, Part Songs, ete. Reduced 

rice, $12 per dozen, 400 pages, 1s meeting with a 
arge sale, 

Published by WM, A. POND & CO., 547 Broadway 
Branch Store, 89 Union Square, N. Y, 


“A wisely chosen illustration is almost essential 
to fasten a truth upon the ordinary mind, and no 
teacher can afford to neglect this part of his prepa- 
ration.” 


Foster’s Cyclopedia ot 
Prose Illustrations, 


SECOND SERIES 


Contains the latest and freshest illustrations, and 
many who use the series say that they are the most 
useful books in their libraries. 

PASTORS, SUPERINTENDENTS & TEACHERS 
Will find this volume a most valuable aid in illu- 
minating and enforcing a lesson, or in im ng 
moral and relirious truths. Royal 8yo. 791 pp: 
Cloth, $5.00. Sheep, $6.00. Half mor., $7.00. 

THOMAS Y. CROWELL 
744 Broadway, New York. 





} 





PLUS AND MINUS, °2.7:c3P: |SYLVIA’S NEW HOME. Since 3 


E : 1 e The story of 
boys and girls be rightly directed. A story of New |a young girl, whose faith wrought peace in a sordid 
England lite. Illustrated. Price, $1.50. household, Illustrated. Price, $1.25. 


THE MIDDLETONS. 2:cS°2t|BIG HEARTS & LITTLE HOMES. 











many will imitae earnest Wil in his honest, mauly | Py Mary E. Ropes. The influence of a genuine Chris- 

career, Illustrated Price, $1.25, tian home, even through cue jear’s experience, ILi- 
a = | dustrated ice, $1.00, 

THREE MONTHS IN EGYPT. Ly author of 

By author of Horseback Kidein Palestine, 16 illus., PIE ES OF SILVER. Whiter than 

mainly from Photographs, A charming recordofa|Suow. Kead the life of Joseph and his bLiind sister, 

trip up and down the Nile, written for children. $1.25] Annie. Illustrated. Drice. 75 cents 





On Topics for 1873. 4% short sug- 
gestive Discourses by 12 earnest, live 
Pastors, who have made this volume 
the best of the series. 





Third Series. 442 pages. fix 


~ § 
wie 


MONDAY CLUB SERMONS 





by Rev. F. N. Peloubet, for 1878. Larger than ever; 200 writers 
quoted. 4 Maps, 1 Chart; a Commentary Explanatory, Lllustra- 
tive and Practical. The best work of its kind in England or 


America, 4th Series, Price, $1.25. 








Interleaved Edition, $2.00. 





PHD IVTHRNATIONAL GURSTION ROOK, © =< 





15 cents each. 











No.1. ADULTS, ar rOUTHL | No. 3. LITTLE LEARNER’S QUESTIONS. 
mnt Maps, 1 Chart, bible Readings, Connections, | Golden Text, Story, Questions and Answers, Po try, 
y us to the age, time, place, circumstances, | A ictures views, Quarteriv Biack board Exer- 
Diily Readings, Practical Lessons. | cises, ture of Golden Key and Text, &c. 
100,000 of abovo Series for 1877 alone vere sold. Samples only mailed 





: ieceipt of 





: 2 a - . saiseeligiaicnt ai . 
or, Mayboe's Puzzle. By M. J. Capron. A lively story of 
s young Christian life., illustrating Bible themes for 1873. Every 

J Sunday School library and home should have it, 


424 pages. 
‘ Price, $1.50. x 


By Rev. Will C. Wood, A.M. A remarkable and unique work, 
> fullof fact and illustrations, Stateand the Sabbath,—State 
@ and Temples,—State and Church,—Schools and the Bible,— 


State Institutions and Religion. 400 pages. Price $1.50 
Mailed, prepaid, on receipt of price. For sale everywhere. 


HENRY HOYT. PUBLISHER. No. 9 CORNHILL, BOSTON, MASS. 














Coop. 


Beautifully Tllus 


SUNDAY SCHOOL PAPERS. | 


< TO 
ON APPLICATION > 
Box 5105, liad 


ractive: 
Best and 


trated and Att Cheapest Published. 








SAMPLES SENT FREE 
w. HAW LEY, sSecretary> 
Publishing Co. 


Kk. 


Christian at Work 


CHEAP. 


LLUSTRATIONS 


ON THE INTERNATIONAL 
LESSONS FOR 1878. 
BY REV. W. F. CRAFTS, 


Author of “Through the Eye tothe Heart,” “ The 
Coming Man is the Present Child,” etc., ete. 


THE ONLY BOOK WITH BLACKBOARD 
EXERCISES announced for the coming year. 


PAR1 1.—FIRS1 AND SECOND QUARTERS. 
Price, limp cloth, 60 cents, 


EVERY — SUPERINTENDENT 


And Teacher should have a copy of this 
invaluable help, 


MAILED, POST-PAID, ON RECEIPT OF PRICE. 


FAIRBANKS & CO., 


Publishers, 
46 MADISON ST., Chicage, Hl. 











Nationa: Sunday Schovt 


TEACHER 


M. (©, Hazard, Editor. Best and most thorough 
Teacher's Help published. The Geography, Biog- 
raphy, Mythology, etc., of the lessons, fully treated 
in separate dep:rtments. Its lessons are most 
helpful and inapiriae. Its editorial departments are 
exceedingly popular. Will be taken if examined. 
$1.50 per year—les» than 


A POSTAGE STAMP 


for each Sunday. In clubs of five or more,$1.25 each. 


THE SCHOLAR’S WEEKLY. 
A new eight-page paper for the pupil, entirely 
devoted to the lesson, Can be given out each Sun- 
day. Twice the size of the ordinary lesson leaf 
Same price. Nearly the size of Quarterlies at about 
4 their price. Trerms:—Single copy. 9 cents per 
year; 109 copies, $9 per year; 100 copies for one 
month, 75 cents. 


THE LITTLE FOLKS. 


A Beautifully Illustrated paper for Primary Classes 
for Four Sundays in each month, 
Teams:—Single coptes, 30 cents per year. 
Specimen copy of each of the above FREE: 
ADAMS, BLACKMER, & LYON PUB. CO., Chicago. 


MARK TWAIN'S 


PATENT 


SELF-PASTING SORAP BOOK 


The only convenient 
Scrap-Book made, 
Each page is already 
gummed w receive 

your scraps. The ‘ 














I supply a great va- 


LESSON PAPE RS appeeieereoncaeaet 


and Questixn Books for 


WT EYUUNME BEAT ars ana tie tent of he 


RERIODICALS 


Weekly and Monthly 
Helps for Superinien 
ents and Teachers, to- 
gether with the vol- 
: umes of Notes on the 
ni eee aereewee Lessons for 1878. Hay- 
rer A =f ata irg been acquainted 
Si with the businessa long 
time, and a sunday- 
sin schooi Super'ntendent 
' of _— year-, : ean 
‘ Ai mM be of service to schools 
y UN > Oe U8) desiring to know which 
are the best helps for 
teachers and scholars. Samoles «f Question Books 
loaned for examination. Samples of best lesson 
papers sent free. Address, 
EBEN. SHUTE, 
562 Bromfield St., Boston. 


ahaa tial 5 add - 








Child’s Book, 1 style, 40 cents each, 

Newspaper Clippings, 14 styles, 65c, to $4.50. 

Pictorial Scrap Book, 3 styles, $2.25, $3.50 and $5.00. 

Prescription Book, 2 styles, $1.75 and $2.50 

Pocket Scrap Book, 2 styles, 15¢. and 2c 

Any of the above books can be obtained t ugh 
a bookseller, or where there is no bookstore, 
pu>'ishers will send copies by mail or express pre- 
paid, oa receipt of price, Send for a descriptive 
circular. 

SLOTE, WOODMAN, & ©8., 


CROWELL’S 
sunday-School Libraries 








No.1. 80 Vols. 18mo. $10 00, 
Bian Book ManvuracruBEss, No. 2 15 Vols. 16mo 4 = 





119 and 121 William Street, New York. No. 8. 16 Vols. 16mo 
* . i ROSEN ee The liberal reduction from former prices, on 





these beautiful and interesting series has created 
a larger demand for them than for any other cheap 
libraries yet offered, and Sunday-schools about to 


THE BEREAN QU ARTERLY increase their library will do well to examine before 


Is NEW, THOROUGH, PRACTICAL, | ,, : “ti Send f Gienelate 
CONCISE, Suggestive aud Heipfal to | Sense ho lection. Send for our compe 

both Teacher and Scholar. Its cost is | yy TRowrl,), 744 RROADWAY NEW VOREK 
quiz 1 cin 0 anarter, oF 35 ct. 0 your. | ———— eS 
Sen Y ‘or a en 

Number, and be convinced ddress LARGE MIXED CARDS, with name, l3c. 40 
NELSON 808 


* TT ET _ “ 








zn " 
& PHILLIPS, Publishers, in case, 1c. 25 styles Acquaintance Cards, 10c, 
Broadway.New York. Ag’ts outfit, 10e. DOWD &CO., Bristol, Conn. 





| of service for others? 


| noble and free from selfishness? 


WORTH REPEATING. 


TH GLORY TO BE REVEALED. 
[k. 8. W. In The London Christian.] 
(Rom. 8: 18.) 





Ah! little I'll reck, when the journey is o’er, 
Of the burdens and griefs I so dreaded and bore; 
They'll all be forgot as I enter the door. 


With that light on my face, and that song in my 
ears, 

How small my regard for past troubles and fears 

While my harp wakes the music I’ve longed for 
for years! 


With my Lord full in sight, and myself without 
stain, 

How blissful the notes, how triumphant the strain, 

As my tongue sounds his praises again and again | 

° ; : 

Then why should I tremble when tossed on the 
wave? , 

The fiercest of storms cannot give me a grave, 

While Jesus is present to comtort and save, 


Though raging the ocean, the skies are serene : 
Though clouds darkly gather, the sun shines 
@® between: 

And br ght o’er the billows “ the City” is seen! 
Oh! weakest of cowards! Was ever a saint 

So feeble as I am, so quick of complaint, 

So easily downcast, so ready to faint? 


My bope isin God! Then, my heart, be at rest ; 
The waves swell in wrath; but each glittering 


crest 
Is brigat with the glory encircling his breast. 


He reigns! And he loves me! No longer I'll 


moan, 
Rememb’ring the music and light round the 
throne— 


So soon to be mine when the journey is done! 





MAKING MEMORIES. 


[From the Golden Rule.] 

The business of making memories is about 
the most seriousin life. Nobody yet knows 
enough of the laws and the nature of Mind 
to affirm with confidence that the memory 
is perishable—that man ever forgets. He 
may not recollect—he cannot say that he 
does not remember. A venerable man 
whom we knew, would repeat some story or 
line, and say, with his sad, sweet smile: “ [ 
have not thought of that before in sixty 
years.” “The tablets of memory,” he was 
wont to say, “sre of brass, and the record is 
imperishable. We think we have forgotten, 
until some breath of circumstance, or some 
touch of incident, suddenly removes the dust 
of years, and the writing 1s plain.” 


He went upon one occasion, a patriarch 
of seventy years, to visit his mother, who 
was still living, past ninety. She did not 
know the man, but she remembered her 
boy; and she would gaze steadfastly at him 
with her mildly beaming, far in-looking 
eyes, and then walk with feeble step to the 
wicker gate where he had played more than 
threescore years before, and call softly, in 
the true mother-tone: ‘ Enoch, lad, it’s time 
to come in!” And then she would chide or 
praise children that had been dead for fifty 
years, and talk blithely with invisible guests, 
speaking names and making allusions to 
events that wére all strange to two genera- 
tions present, but which the old man recalled 
from the dim past of his own bovhood as 
those of their neighbors, and as relating to 
her daily life so long ago. The experience 
of seeing the dead past live again, as the 
white-haired mother, bending under her cen- 
tury of years, talked to her gray-haired son, 
made upon his mind an impression of the 
deathlessness of Memory, that he sought to 
convey, as his ripest wisdom and choicest 
counsel, to the young and careless. 

The season for memories—the holiday 
time of the year and of the heart—is ap- 
proaching. Without being in the least 
‘morbid, or in any way too serious-minded, 
may we not all profitably consider what sort 
of a record Memory is making forus? Will 
our pleasures stand the test of being lived 
over in the mind? Are our friendships 
Are we 
living too much to ourselves, and omitting 
from the conduct of our lives the divine rule 
Are we doing good 
as well as, being good? A EI concen, | 

( 


| memory is above the risk of loss, and beyon 





| the reach of time. 


“Our souls bave traveled to us from afar, 
And what we have been makes us what we are.” 





Case's Bible Atlas 
ze. Accurate, and up to the times. 16 Full Pap 


Quarto Si 
Maps, with Explanatory Notes,and Index. Designed t 
Sunday School Teachers and Scholars, Every Family needs 


it. ce $1.00. Sent by mail on receipt of price. 
AGENTS WANTED in every Township. Liberas 
Terms given. Address O. D, Casz & Co., Hartiord, Coun 
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PUBLICATIONS. 


~ REDUCTION IN PRICE! 


GET THE BEST FOR YOUR MONEY! 





THE LARGE AND INCREASING SALES OF | 


Westminster Question Bok, 


| 
Due to the growing favor with whieh it has been 
received, has enabled the 


BOARD OF PUBLICATION | 
TO REDUCE THE PRICE| 
FROM | 


$18 to $15 PER 100 NET, 
At which price Ordeis will be filled for the year 


1878. 
NOW READY. 
THE CONCERT EXERCISE 
FOR 1877-1878. 
PRICE PER 100 $3.00. 


JOHN A. BLACK, Business Sup’t, | 
1334 CHESTNUT ST., Philadelphia. | 


THE OXFORD 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Teachers’ Bibles 


May be had at the following 








| 
| 


PRICES. | 
Peart 24mo Epition, 544x4 in. | 
French Morocco, stiff covers_..-...---.-------- $1.50 
French Morocco, flexible circuit covers___----- 1.80 | 
Persian Morocco, flexible covers_.------------- 2.25 | 
‘Turkey Morocco, fiexible or stiff covers_-_-_-- 2.75 | 
Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined__.- 5.00 


Postage nine cents extra. 
NonpareEmL 16mo Eprrion, 64 x4 in. 


French Morocco, stiff covers__....-----------~~ $2.40 
Persian Morocco, flexible covers_------------~- 3.00 | 
Turkey Morocco, stiff or flexible covers___--- 3.50 } 
Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined_.-_ 6.30 | 
Postage twelve cents extra. ° | 
Minion 8vo Eprrion, 734x544 in. | 
Persian Morocco, flexible covers_-----------~- $4.60 | 
Turkey Morocco, stiff or flexible covers._.__--_ 5.50 | 
Levant Morocco, Divinity circuit, kid lined_-._ 8.00 | 


Postage eighteen cents extra. 
For list of Aids to be found in these Bibles, see 


Sund&y School Times of March 17, or send for circu- 
i] o 
as THOMAS NELSON & SONS, * 





JUST ISSUED BY THE 
Presbyterian Board of Publication. 


VISIONS OF 


For the Life on Earth. 


BY THE REV. R. M. PATTERSON, Author of | 
“ PARADISE,” ete. | 


Every one that has read “Paradise” will be wise 
to pure this, a companion book. l 


1émo. PRICE, $1.50, 


The Book for the Holidays. 


THE SUNBEAM BOOK. 


Bible Lessons and Stories for 
the Little Folks. 

Small quarto. Cloth, extra gilt, ornamented. 
FULLY ILLUSTRATED, 400 pp. PRICE, §1.50. 
Please address 
JOHN A. BLACK, Business Superintenden:, 
18% CHESTNUT 8T., PHILADELPHIA. 


My Picture Lesson, 


with its four pages weekly, gives the International 
Lesson in pictures and stortes for children. “ The 
best for Infant Classes.” One copy, one month, 
three cents; one year, 35 cents. Over 12 copies 
each 15 centsa year, Address, Evangelical Pub- 
lishing Co., 70 Bible House, New York 












































PER CENT. NET. 

Kansas, Missouri and Iowa Improved Farm 

First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guaranteed. 
We guarantee, as an assurance, that we loan not to 
exceed one third of the actual value. In over six 
years’ business never lost a dollar; never delayed a 
day on interest or principal; no investor through us 
ever did or ever will get an acre of land, Send for 
particulars and references. 

J. B. WATKINS & CO., 

Lawrence, Kan., or HENRY DICKINSON, Manager, 


23 Broadway, New York. 
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The Best Spring Bed in the World for only $3.00 
‘—_ SPECIAL OFFER FOR 30 DAYS. 


Being desirous of introducing my NEW DOUBLE 
SPIRAL BED SPRINGS { will for the next #0 days 
send one full set (Four Dozen Springs) to every reader of 
this paper on receiptof the nominal price of $3.00 to 
eover the cost of material, boxing, draying and 
shipping. ss — Age mene f oureelsl of this liberal 
effer and ordering direc rom the manusactur- 
a avoid paying the profits to Jobbers, Whole- 
ecleand Retail Dealers, The unanimous verdictof all 
who have used them is * Your New Double Spiral Bed 
Springs bas proved a grand success.”” They are in 
geniously made from one piece of wire, one coil inside of 
the other, making them the most Durable, Elastic 
and Perfect Bed Spring in the Werltd. Each 
spring is complete within itself, and can be easily applied 
to any Slat bedstead ; they are so fastened to the Slat that 
‘ they can not work off as with Single Spiral Springs. No 
— holes or preparation of any kind required; no harbor 
for Bugs; perfectty clean and noiseless. It isa well known fact that a spiral spring is the only 
true method of making a Durable, Soft and Elastic bed, and with our émprovements of a 
Double Spiral Spring perfection has been attained. They are made of the best Beasemer 
Steel Wire and will retain their elasticity and strength longer than any spring bed made; they 
are not tied down to any frame asin other Spring Beds, which process takes away the elasticity, but 
each of my springs és serviceable asa epring, being independent of each other, and there is the same 
elastic'ty on the edges of the bed as in the center, which is not the ease with mos. other spring beds, 
and the squeaking noise, so often complained of in other Spring Beds, isentirely avoided. A fair and im- 
pirtial trial is all that is asked to prove their perfect success. Gdwee theme land be convinced. 
This is positively no swindle orhumbug, but a aquare deal to introduce my goods. 
T AK E N¢ ITIC A This offer is only for 8 days, and if you want the Best Spring Bed 
d oe /h'de ever invented at half price either for your own, use ora Holiday 
Present,it will beffor your. interest{toysend an order withoutidelay. cageu + oy “s ‘ 
I want one General Agent in each County in the U. 8. te whom I will give full control of the 
sale of my Springs on the most advantageous terms. Get ready for business, first in, first served. 
Address R. MORRIS, Sole Manufacturer, 151 Michigan Avenue, Curcaco, ILL. : 
2 De rh &! ‘ Y ry ae I will send 6 sets (24 Dozen) of my Double Spiral Bec 
SI] KC IA L N O I I¢ E. Springs fo one address on Tr of $15.0. They 
are actually worth $36.00 at regular price. Satisfaction guaranteed or money refunded. 

















INSUNANCE, AGENTS WANTED. 











1825. 1877. BG p AY To Agents selling my 10 new articles 
chromos, watches, jewelry, etc, Send 
THE 2 ENNSYLVANIA for catalogue. R. Morris, Chicago, ub 

FIrF”- = .sURANCE COMPANY, AGENTS WANTED FOR 


OF PHILADELPHIA. MOODY’S NEW SERMONS. 


INCORPORATED 18285. Address and Prayers, 700 (octavo) pages. Price 
$2.50. HS. GOODSPEED & CO., New York or Cin- 


Capital, $400,000.00. - . Assets, $1,655,717.20, | cinnati, O. ra 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 
WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 


____ JOHN L, THOMSON, Ase’t. Secretary. WORK FOR, ALL 


—- In their own localities, canvassing for the Fireside 
Visitor, (enlarged) Weekly and Monthly. Larg- 
e 


FRE NSURAND CO, | SEE a 
] 


Augusta, Maine. 
434 WALNUT STREET. 


CASE CADTIAL T STREET. $200,000 | 9 BOOK AGENTS TAKE NOTICE! 8” 
DIRECTORS: 


NELSON F, EVANS, JOHN F. GRAEFF, JOSI AH ALLEN’S WIFE 


Presiden Vice-President. Has “‘ Wrote Another Book” and it is ready. 


JOHN WAVAMAKER, THOMAS KBNNEDY, SAMANTHA at the CENTENNIAL. 


J.E. KINGSLEY, JAMES HUNTER, 
Send for Territorv. Circulars, etc., at once. Address 


H. W. PITKIN, HENRY HAINES, 
J. 8. HELFENSTEIN, | WM. M.SINCLAI AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO., Hartford Conn. 
Cincinnai, Ohio.; Chicago, Ill.; Newark, N. J. 











.S R. 
HIRAM MILLER, JOHN 8. aa weg 


FW. KENNEDY J. B. SHEPPARD rece 
1, oe 7M A. rk AGENTS WANTED FOR THE 
D. E. SMALL, York, Pa. 


W. C. HAMILTON, 
WM. H. HAINES, Secretary. ORK D AYS OF GOD. 


J.S. FUWELL 
sOHN CRAWFORD, Ass't Secretary. 
gorge eS A book of marvelous beauty and richness in 


thought, style, and historical facts. Gives the very 
cream of Scienee, making its thrilling wonders and 
bright gems household treasures. Endorsed by the 


J. & R. LAMB, Church Furniture, rTRARE CHAN for Agents, Sales immense. Sam- 
COMMUNION TABLES PULPITS rai ple Illustrations, Circulars, and Terms Free 


J.C. McCURDY & CO., Publishers, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Silk and Gold §. $. Banners, $5.00 each. - aa 


_ 10,0°0 AGENTS WANTED TO SELL 
Send for Circular,59 Carmine St.N_Y. 


MENEELY’S BELLS : 
: 4 The most INTENSE and POWFRFUL blow ever 
The genuine TROY CHURCH BELLS known to | degit the DEMON DRINK, by the veteran author, 
the public since 1826, which have acquired a repu- T. 8. ARTHUR A book to STARTLE and 
tation unequaled by any, and a sale exceeding that | ENLIGHTEN the people. Vivid pictures and 
of all others. No agencies. P. O. address, either PROOFS how it eurses BODY, SOUL. HOME, 
Troy or West Troy, N. x eWRELY & CO, | SOCIETY, ete. Unfolds the work of INEBRIATE 
* | ASYLUMS, GOSPEL TEMPERANCE, WOMAN'S 
= CRUSADE, FRANCIS MURPHY PROHBFIBITION, 
BUCKEVZ BELL FOUNDRY. | ete. ete. ONLY $8. Its sale is MARVELOUS. OUR 
Zetablished in 1837. BIBLES with 200 ILL’S far exee! all others, 
Superior Bells of Copper and Tin, mounted | Priges reduced 2% PERCT.!! Send for terms. 
eee ee eee ee ert houses, Pore | Hubbard Bros., Publishers, 733 Sansom St., Phila. 
Alarms. Tower Clocks ate. Puliy Warranted. ——-— — 
Titustrated Catalogue sent Free. 
Voesovres © jurr 10° R 4 St, Cimcinmati. 
Ra 








CHURCH FURNITURE. 





























DR. WARNER’S 
HEALTH CORSET, 
With skirt ompperter and self-adjust- 
ing 3. nequaled for beauty, 
style, and comfo Approved by all 
physicians. For sale pa leading mer- 
chants. Samples, any size, by mail. 
In Satteen, $1.50; Coutil, $1.75; Nurs- 
ing Corset, $2.00; Misses’ Corset, 


.00. 
WARNER BROS., 351 Broadway, N. Y. 





Bell Founders, Troy, N. ¥ 


Manufacture a superior quality of Bells. 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLA, 
ar illustrated Catalogues sent free. 


AMERICAN 











WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 


Furnishing Undertakers, 





WATCHES, 


Prices still lower My new Price List describing 


20) Wa'tham Watches of ali Styles and Prices, sent 1216 RACE ST., PHILAD’A. 
free to any address. It tells how to get a watch 


‘ % Hearse, Carriages, &c., furnished at the Shortest 
without money ina@‘vance. 7 . | Notice. Personal attendance at any hour dur 
N. H. WHITE, Newark, N. J. ing the Night or Day. W. James Arrwoop. 


| - alti 





> 

BABY SOAP. 

Trade-mark registered Sept. 26, 76. 
Made of choice materials, and per- 
fumed with mild and agreeable 
ottos distilled from fiowers. It is 
carefully prepared, and of sufficient 
alka'ine strength for a Ladies’ Toi- 





Rosrnsow Bros. & Co., Bo 





GO CROLL SAWS 


FanCY Woops, 











oO <o Our New Forty-Page Llustrated Wateh ont 3) ESIGNS ’ agele) LS &CR - 
So’ FORA Jewelry Catalogue we send everybody Free. L t iT NEW 4 TRATED LIST FR 
GOLD —x- : an > WEBST 
LO) ic —— | | GWLES 





ER PECK,Manur's Ac 
HAMBERS ST. NAY 


LATOOTH PICK .CRONEGH & CO., 201 Market St., Phila.. Pa 





Every Sunday. 


We will publish for 1878 a new 
weekly lesson leaf, entitled, EVERY 
SUNDAY, a two-paged leaf, with notes, 
for children, on the International Les- 
sons, memory lessons, etc. Price, 15 
cents per year; ten copies and over, 
10 cents each. 

se@p-Subscriptions must expire with 
the last week of March, June, Septem- 
ber, or December numbers. 

Send for specimen copy. 
December 1. 


Ready 








let or Nursery Soap. Made only by | 
ston. 


Address 
NELSON & PHILLIPS, 
805 Broadway, N. Y. 


PRICES REDUCED. 


MASON & HAMLIN 


ORGAN CO. 


Have the pleasure of announcing that recent 
decrease in cost of material and labor, and increase 
in manufacturing facilities, have enabled them to 
make a reduction in their Catalogue prices of 
from $10 to $50 on each Organ. (See Price List 
dated November, 1877. 

Organs of their manufacture are acknowledged 
to stand at the head of instruments of this class; 
having merited and received 
Highest Honors at all World’s Exhibitions for ten years. 

NEW STYLES, NOW READY, 
surpass previous productions in musical excel- 
lence and beauty of cases. Sold for cash, or 
installments; or rented until rent pays, Illus- 
trated Catalogues and Reduced Price Lists (No- 
vember, 1877), sent free. 


MASON & HAMLIN ORGAN 00. 


154 Tremont St., BOSTON; 25 Union Sq., NEW YORK; 
260 Wabash Ave., CHICAGO. 


TO ADVERTISERS 1322" 


do any newspaper advertising, the THIRD EDITION of 


ER & SON’S MANUAL 
FOR ADVERTISERS, 1% 8vo.pp. More complete 
than any which have preceded it. Gives the names. 
circulation, and advertising rates of several thousand 
newsp*pers in the United States and Canada, and 
contains more information of value to an advertiser 
than can be found in any other publication. All lists 
hove been carefully revised, end where practicable 
prices have been reduced. The special offers are 
numerous and unusually advantageous. Be sure to 
send for it before spending any money in newspaper 
edvertising. Address N. W. AVER & SON, 
ADVER?PISING AGENTS, Times Building, Philadelphia. 


LUMBER. 


AT WHOLESALE, 
Southern PITCH PINE, Michigan and Canada. 


| 








and Ship TIMBER. Lumber for export. Cargoes 
eat to dimension and Vessels furnished. Also 
‘:essed seasoned Lumber, Wainscoting, Mould- 
ius e@te., for trimming churches and fine dwell- 


Please send for estimates. 
E. P. Wa LUNG, 106 WALL STREET. New York. 





and STEREOPTICONS of all kinds and pric: . 
Views illustrating every subject for PUBLIC 
EXHIBITIONS, etc. &@- A profitah/e vusiness 
for a man with small capital. Also, Lanterns for Col- 
leges, Sunday-schools, and Home Amusement. A 
Magic Lantern and 20 Photograpnic Views of Bible 


History for $25. 74 ¢ illustrated catalogue free. 
McALLISTER, Met Yptician, 49 Nassau aN 


presenta pROTECTION SATION, 

SECURED ONLY—sy SN CONTAGION 
SRANEBREEOR COS } 

METALLIC BURIAL CASE 


.K- CASKETS. 


IT COSTS YOU NOTHING 


| To try our Organs, for we send them on ten days’ 
| trial, and pay freight both ways if returned. I 




















| right, solid walnut Cases, 2 3-5 sets of Reeds, 12 Stops. 


| PRICE, $67.00. 


Always on hand at the Steam Organ Factory of 
ALLEGER, BOWLBY & CO., Washington, X. J. 


a $2 Self-Inker Keystone 


—_ hss Press, 100 Printing letters, Roller, Ink, 
) reglets, leads, cards, type, and outside 

By cate. Ali for $3. Stamp for Catalogue, 

om mW. C, I Pa. 


tvans. AON. Ninth St., Phila,, 


The Patent Tidy Fastener. made of Plush, 
all colors. Send v5 cents for a half dozen 
samples; also ladies’ indispensab’es. E A. 
Hu chinson & Co, mfs., 116 Nassau Street, 
N. Y, AGENTS WANTED, 





WHITE PINE AND HARD WOODS, Building: 
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Sett Complete in Terry, $75. 


Sett Complete in Plush, $85. 


Made in solid black walnut and finished in the 
most elegant manner. 30 other styles, $45 to $500 
sett, Pew cushions, 35 cts. to $1.25 per foot. 

hurch, Chapel, and Sunday Schoo! Furniture on 
hand of the latest and most approved patterns, or 
made to order at short notice. Photographs, with 
Price List, sent by mail if applied for. 


Paines Manufactory, 


48 CANAL STREET, 
And 141 Friend Street, 
Boston, Mass. 


JUST THE THING FOR 
ALL THE SCHOLARS. 


The Record Book for Sunday School Scholars 
is designed to be kept by the scholar, and contains 
a record of his own and his teacher’s attend- 
ance and punctuality, ether with the time 
spent each week in the study of the lesson and the 
amount of his contribution. 

In regard to this little book The Sunday Schoo! 
Times says: “Such arecord in general use would 
do much to quicken the interest of the scholars in 
the Sunday-school and to raise their standard oi 
copdast and gon + gl weit ~ 4 

oo, pocame repaid, only sixty cents per dozen. 
Send five cents for sample, 


EBEN. SHUTE, 
Manager International 8, 8. Supply Co., 
562 BROMFIELD ST., BOSTON, 


A SRT OF 3 8. 8. PAPERS, 


Our three eve constitute a complete set fer all 
ages In the ie Sate Having been previously 
ronounced THE BEST they are now BETTER THAN 


THE CHRISTIAN BANNER. 


(In addition to a choice variety of other readin 
matter) will furnish carefully-prepared NOTES O 
THE 8. 8. LESSONS, furnishing a valuable com- 
mentary for the entire year for only 30 cents to 
each subscriber when taken in clubs of five or more. 
Single subscriptions, 50 cents per year. 


THE CHILD AT HOME, 


An illustrated paper for the Sunday-school, is 
pronounced the best of its class. 10 copies ene year, 
post-paid, $1.50, Larger number at same rate. 


APPLES OF GOLD. 


For Infant Classes. A weekly paper, with 4 
colored numbers yearly. Single copy, one year, 

t-paid, 65 cents. Ten copies, one year, post paid, 
ers Twenty-five copies. one year, post-paid $1v, 
Monthly or Semi-monthly editions at redtced 
prices, if desired. Send stamp for circular. 

4#@ Specimens furnished on application, 


NOYES, SNOW, & CO., 
PUBLISHERS for AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 
1344 BROMFIELD 8T., BOSTON, MASS. 











WLLUST RT ESS MER) Lecrots O 


C, SANS 


rs 


? oy 62. Fi Jae 
Wh PO WANE £S <0 


TERNS =.) 
(MAGIC LANDES I 
iit A HAND GATALO 10 at ST. 
THEO.J HARBACHE- {IR g09 FiLBe er 


Toy Magic Lanterns a Specialty. 
PRICE LIST FREE. 





URCULARS FREE “52° 





resent your Teacher with a Twill Silk Hand- 
kerchief, 21 inch 69 cents, 15 inch 39 cents, 12 inch 25 
cents, or an Initial Linen Handkerchief 50 cents, or 3 
Hem Stitched Linen HandkerchiefS for $1.00. or a 
ir of Ear Muffs 39 cents, or a Muffler for 50c., T5e. 
1,00, $1.25, or a Pocket Book for 50c., 75c., $1.00, or a par 
of two-button Kid Gloves $1.00, or a Collar and a pair of 
in a fancy box 50 cents, or pair of Pear! Cuff But- 
tons 30 cents, or Lined Kid Gloves $1.25, by mail from 


J. D. CARLISLE, 
37 Fifth Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


CAtaas ORL SG 


y With Jig and Circular Saw At- 
tachments; Tool Chests, with Best Tools; 
Sorrento Saws, Toola, Wood and Designs. 


Ice King, Ac- 
SKATES me, American 
§ Club, etc., etc. 

At Factory Prices. (irfa/oques Free. 
TALLMAN & McFADDEN, 607 Market St., Phila. 




























¢ PHOTOGRAPHIC APPARATUS. 


Latest invention ; anybody can operate it with 

rfect success. Complete outfits from $5 to 

ie $0. Chromo Photosrephy outtits, $3; Helio- 
raph, $2.50. Send stamp, for full information, to EF. 
ecbmaen & Co., Manufacturers, 278 Pearl St., N. Y. 





PLENDID MARKET GARDEN, 


‘ Well equipped, Sash, Tools, and Crops for 
1878. One miie from best market in New England. 
All for sale or to lease by 


JOHN B, SMITH, East Hartford, Conn 





OR the Presbyterian at Work and Leaves, send to 
D. R. NIVER, Albany, N. Y. 








FS the Sontag School World and Leaves, send te 
D. BNI Albany, N.Y. 


ek Berea eee 


FO R of 878. 


In arranging its plans for 1878, it has been the aim of THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES to 
divide its lesson work into well considered departments of study, and then to get the best man 
in the country for each special department; also to secure greater variety and richness than 
before in every other portion of its columns, Announcements are now made as follows: 


1 of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, a 
PROF. C. H. TOY, v.D., LL.D., foremost Hebrew scholar, and the American editor 
of Lange’s Commentary on Samuel, will give Critical Notes on the Old Testament Lessons. 


f the University at Rochester, be 
PROF. A. C. KENDRICK, D.D., LL.D., of te ini cry a een aaa 
tinue Critical Notes on the lessons of the New Testament. 


PROF. AUSTIN PHELPS, D.D of Andover Theological Seminary, author of “ The 


*9 Still Hour,” will furnish a series of Meditations, or 
Devotional Reflections, on the lesson themes and topics, week by week. 


ii CLAY TRUMBULL Editor of The Sunday School Times, will continue his Tllustra- 
: 9 tive Applications which have been so warmly received by 
readers of The Times during the year now closing. 

Corresponding Editor, is to prepare each week a Lesson Frame- 
GEORGE A. PELTZ, work, vivine the lesson outine nd connections, with such expla- 
nation of its biography. geography, and chronology, and of its involved associations and man- 
ners and customs, as Will aid the student to its better understanding. 


“FAITH LATIMER” $2 rrpy ber efile expositions of the lemon for the 


The REV Ww Ww NEWTON who is following in the steps of his distinguished father 


9 asa preacher to children, is to furnish iilustrations, 
original and selected, for each week’s lesson. 5 


The REV WILLARD ie RICE, D.D. will give carefully collated Eclectic Com- 


9 ments on the lessons, week by week. 
OTHER LESSON HELPS The Rev. Messrs J.C. W. Coxe and J. B. Atchinson, and 
* Mr. Henry Plant will present Blackboard Outlines and 
Hints on the lessons from time to time. Bible Lights on the lessons are also to be given each 


week, and occasional special articles on particular points of fact or doctrine in the lessons will 
be furnished by well-known scholars. 


ROSE TERRY COOKE who is unequaled in her delineations of New England life and 


9 character, will write a serial story for the columns of The Times. 
This is Mrs. Cooke’s first serial story, and it is written for the sumulus and encouragement of 
Sunday-school teachers and other Christian workers. wi 


MR. CHARLES F. RICHARDSON s0 well known for his literary work on The 


9 Independent, and as an editor of “ The History 
of American Colleges,” will give his constant attention to the literary and other columns of The 
Sunday School Times. 


ADDITIONAL ATTRACTIONS A series of sketches of personal experience in the 

* Sunday-school work by various prominent Sunday- 
school men, will be published during the year. Occasional sermons from distinguished clergy- 
men will havea placein The Times. Besides these special features, the plans for the new year 
include the usual variety of Sunday-school intelligence, Ways of Working, Words of Workers, 
Concert Exercises, Notes on Open Letters, Editorials on current topics, and choice selections 
from other sources, under the heads of Worth Repeating and From Our Neighbors. 





NOTICE TO NEW SUBSCRIBERS If you will send your name and post-office 

* address, together with twenty-five cents, to 
the address given below, you will receive The Times every week for three months. This 
offer is only for new subscribers. The regular prices are as follows: From 1 to 14 eopiesa 
year, ert my From 15 to 29 copies a year, $1.90 each. 30 copies and upwards, a year, $1.65 
each, ress 





‘ 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


CHRISTMAS CANDY. 
Samples by Mail, Free. 


SUPERINTENDENTS, Le Doom or Rennie egy Anniversaries, or Christmas 
,d & t» purchase, can have sample packages 

by mail at no cost to them whatever, by writing at once to the extensive ad gubasen contig ene 

facturers named below. Samples will sentot mene | that can be furnished to Sunday-schouls at twenty 

cents, twenty-five cents, and thirty-five centsa pound. A selection can easily be made in this manner 

and all orders will be promptly and satisfactorily filled. Either a one, two, or trree pound box of superb 

confections will be sent by mail to any address‘ at eighty cemts a pound, Address 


CROFT, WILBUR, & CO., 1226 Market St., Philadelphia. Pa. 

















HILL’s 


Folding Sunday-schooi Library 

BOOKCASE. u 

SOMETHING NEW EVERY SUNDAY-SCHOOL SHOULD f 
HAVE. 


NOTHING LIKE IT IN POINT OF ECONOMY, STYLE, 
CONVENIENCE, ELEGANCE, OR NOVELTY. 

Every case implies a thorough system in the manage- 

ment of the library, and soon saves many times its 

cost. 

a The standard size is twelve feet in length, and folds 
into a space of 24x36 inches. 

Can be shipped to any part of the United States. 
Built of fine walnut, and highly finished. 

For particulars address 

Send for descriptive catalogue. Cc. F. HILL, Hazleton, Pa. 





‘SMOLIDAYS. DAYS @ 
o 






GET THE CELEBRATED 


’ Model Printi 


Nothing in the world would please your boy so much, and nothing would prove And Upwards 


Press. 


a better investment for your store or office. Our new $3 press will do the finest 

kind of card or label work, while our $10 size will do three-fourths of all the 

Pie for tag Dustncns house. Sena ae cents for ree TE TAODEL PRIt book, called -‘ HOW 
» o asample copy of handsome new paper, *‘ 9 Pad 

CHADAY & CO., Inventors and Manufacturers, SF ee PSINTSE SS Sy! aoe 


SMS 





JUST THE THING FOR THE BABY! 


The Combined WALKING, ROCKING, RECLIN- 
ING, and Crib BABY-CHAIR, 
One of the most useful articies of Furniture ever 
| invented. A splendid Holiday present. special 
terms now offered to purchasers. For illustrated 
oy a Price List, address ERIE CHAIR CO., 
E t, Pa. 











Keeps out Cold, Wind & Dust. Stops narriina. 
No Mouldings. No Waste Awvonm cay apr 
it. Costs less than one-halfof any other kind, and 
isbetter Sample package 25 feet 75 cts. , post paid. 
Best selling article for canvassers, male or female, 
Address FLEXIRLE WEATHER STRIP CO., 

P. O. Box 2945. 17 Dey St., New York. 


OUR DOLLAR 


Packages of Rushomed f. Wteturen 5 Bee 
m vour boy get the Magic Self Winding Top 25 cts., | ©FY Decorations are a e rage with the ies. 
or Set of Tools (9 pieces) 42 cents. For your girl get | Some poses Agents wanted. 5 sample sheets or 
a Set of Dishes in a wooden box 25 cents, Fancy Fur- | 10 pictures, 25 cents. GLOBE COo., Palmer, Mass. 
nished Work Box 75-cents, Pocket Book with Chain { ——— 


15 cents, by mail from } HAWKES GOLD QUILL 
J.D. CARLISLE, | PEN Send stamp for cir- 
87 Fifth Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa. culars, Pensre 50c. 

| 66 Navgan ot. iN. ¥. 


R Primary Teachers’ Monthly and Pictorial | 
Primary Lesson Leaves, send to D. R, NIVER, { 5 Fancy Cards. Snowflake, Damask, etc., no 2 alike 
Albany, N. Y. aie) with name, 10c, Na ssau Card Co., Nassau N. Y, 


BROWNES 
FLEXIBLE 
WEATHER 
& DUST 
STRIP 







J 2 7 -,* , 
Church Fairs, Expositions, Ete. 
A quick selling article that EVERY MOTHER will | 
buy at sight for the children. Will pay a clear profit 
of 200 per cent, Send 15 cents for sample to 
N. K. FAIRBANK & CO., 
Chicago, Il. 





























SCRIBNER FOR CHRISTHAS. 


A CAPITAL NUMBER! 


NOW READY. 


JARL SIGURD'S CHRISTMAS EVE. A Nor- 
wegian Ballad by H H. Boyesgn, with one 
of Mary HAutock Foore’s finest drawings. 


CHRISTMAS NIGHT tn tHe QUARTERS. 
Oid-Time Holiday Scenes in the South. With 
dialect songs. By Inw1n RussELL. 


FOX-HUNTING IN NEW ENGLAND A 
bright paper on a delightful sport by R. E Ros- 
INSON. 


Dr. SCHLIEMANN ATMYCENX With Twen- 
ty-seven Cuts, including some of the most beau- 
titu! objects found at Mycenz, 


BIRDS AND BIRDS One of Jonn Burrovens’ 
best papers, : 


THE LAST TOKEN. A Poem by E. C. Stgp- 
MAN. With Engraving of Max’s painting. 


JOE HALE’S RED STOCKINGS A Stcry of 
the late War, by “Saxe Houm.” 


A GLIMPSE OF YOUTH. A short Poem by 
Dr. HoLuanD, 


PIDGIN ENGLISH. A paper of laughable anec- 
dotes, by a former resident in China, Mr. A. 
A Hayes, JR. 


A NEW ANVIL CHORUS. By “H H,” de. 
scribing some remarkable scenes of frontier life 
in Colorado, etc. 


A CENTURY OF CIVILSERVICE. A résumé 
by L. M Dormay, of the opinions of the Presi- 
dents of the United States on the subject of 
appointments to office, 


AFTER MANY DAYS. A Study of Keats. 
The conclusion of Mr. R. H. Sropparp’s able 
Fssay, the first part of which appeared in the 
December number. 


THE GROWTH OF CITIES IN THE UNITED 
STATES A thoughtful Essay in social science, 
by B C. Maarg, Jr. 


ILLUSTRATE) POETRY. Poems by Paur H. 
HAYNE, SipNEY Lanier, Mary E. Brap- 
LEY, and others. 


SERIALS: “Roxy.” Epwarp EGGLEston's 
new novel of Indiana life in 1840-50. Con- 
tinnation of “ His INHERITANCE,” ADELINE 
TRAFTON’s novel of army life before the war. 


REGULAR DEPARTMENTS. Twenty-five pages 
of discussion of public. social, industrial, and 
literary subjects—‘ Bric a-Brac,” etc. 


A New Departure. 

We have the pleasure to announce that the 
February issue of “Scribner’s Monthly” will 
contain some entirely novel features, and will be, 
beyond question, the most unique and beautitul 
number we have yet given the public. 


What you can get for $5.00. 

For $500 you can get, from us or any Book- 
seller, ‘“ Scribner's Monthly,” the best of all the 
illustrated magazines, for one year and a half, 
b: ginning with the magnificent Midsummer num- 
ber for August Jast and ending with the number 
for January, 1879, and also the splendid Christ- 
mas Holiday Number of “St Nicholas” for 
December, 1877, containing one hundred pages— 
the finest number of a children’s magazine ever 
issned in this or any other country; the whole 
containing more than 2,000 octavo pages of the 
best and latest illustrated literature. These num- 
hers contain all the chapters of ‘‘ His Inheritance.” 
Miss Trafton's graphic story of “ Army Life,” all 
of “ Roxv,” “ Edward Eggleston’s New Novel,” 
astory of Western life during the political cam- 
paign of 1840; and all ora large part of Boye- 
sen's novel, “ A Knight of Fortune,” the story of 
a community of emigrants in the North-west; 
besides shorter stories by Mrs. Burnett. Saxe 
Hilm Royesen, &c.; and Jilustrated Poems, 
Travel Sketches, Essays, Reviews, nearly a dozen 
of the splendidly illustrated series of ‘ Ont-of- 
Door’ Papers, including many of the best of the 
series on ‘‘ American Sports,’ and on “ The Pic- 
turesque asp cts of American Farm Life,” &c., 
&e. &e ; that is to say, all the numbers of 
‘Seribner’s Monthly’ from August, 1877, to 
January, 1879, inclusive. 

Price, 35 cents. $4.00 a Year. 

For Sale by all Bookse lers and Newsdealers, 


SCRIBNER & CO., 743 Broadway, N. Y. 
HOLIDAY PRESENTS. 


Umbrellas <> and Canes. 


M. d A. HASSLER'S 
Manufactory, 634 Arch Street, Phila., 
Three doors below Seventh. 

Immense assortment of Silk, Regina, Alpaca, Zanil- 
la, and Scotch Gingham Umbrellas, with Pearl, Ivory, 
Walrus, Amber, and Natural Handles, Silk Umbrellas, 

2.50, $3.00, $3.50, $5.00, and upwards. Extra Twilled 
Silk Umbrellas, $6.00, $7.00, $8.00, $9.00, and upwards. 
Gold, Ivory, Silver, Horn, and Natural Wood Canes. 

JMBRELLAS REPAIRED AND COVERED. 


SINGING WHEEL 22." isx 
A 


and terms to agents. TT & CO., Cincinn ti. 














R The Sunday School Times, Scholars’ Quar- 
terly and Weekly Leaves, send to D. R. NIVER 
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